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Editorial
Yes, it’s happened! The calendar of SAM events has been filled to
the end of 2021. There’s the SAM Autumn Breakfast (you’ve
booked your place on the website haven’t you?), the SAM Club
Night at Treeton and the SAM Christmas Party (yes, Janis is
planning the shopping expedition as I write!). Saturday Meetings
at Meadowhall Retail Park saw 40+ bikers last Saturday. If you
weren’t there you missed a good meet and ride out. In this
week’s newsletter there is the theory of a conspiracy that
Lawrence of Arabia was murdered in the bike crash that killed
him. Trauma surgeons have suggested that horse riders are more
at risk of serious injury than motorcyclists. Well, if they will get
on an animal that has a mind of its own. The biker only has to
cope with the brain in the body holding onto the handlebars!
Police in Australia have told motorcycle gangs to wear make-up to
cover their facial tattoos. We know that winter is coming and we
will have snow. Royal Enfield have taken riding a whole lot further
with a motorcycle expedition to the South Pole! Do you know
what a Dutch Reach is? It’s in the new UK Highway Code.
Sometimes it can be quite a chore to turn a bike around in the
garage. A new turntable system makes it really easy, but you’ll
have to deplete the bank account to buy it. Lastly, a look at the
future of motorcycles, according to concept designers, will pique
your interest.

To ensure that anyone interested in SAM activities can find them,
the SAM and Survival Skills newsletters are also on the SAM
website; so, everyone can read, enjoy and share. We have
readers in many countries! Until next week…

Stay healthy and ride safe, Ed.
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SAM News

Another good turn out last weekend with 40+ riders.
Interested in joining us?
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SAM Members FREE Autumn Breakfast

Book a place for yourself and your guests NOW!!

SAM Members FREE Autumn Breakfast

23rd October 2021 → 9.30am – 11am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S173BQ

ALL SAM members, their friends and family are welcome to join us.

Book your place here!

Remember, that to take part in SAM events, you must have a
current, paid up, IAM RoadSmart membership (This is checked
against IAM RoadSmart online and our Membership Secretary’s
records). The SAM Club membership fee (£12 still!!!) can be paid
at the FREE Autumn Breakfast. The really good news is that your
Club membership will last until March 31st 2023.

If you're out & about on your
bike this week, please
consider carrying our Biker
I.C.E. Card. It gives
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emergency services staff vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be involved in an accident.
https://iam-sheffield.bike/biker-i-c-e-card/

SAM Club events for the remainder
of 2021 are now published on the
SAM Calendar page. Put the dates in
your diaries. ALL SAM members,
their family and friends are well to
attend Club nights and the SAM

Christmas Party. Booking details for the latter will be published
shortly, so watch your emails. See more…
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SAM Social Media

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends…

The NEC bike show takes place from Saturday 4 to
Sunday 12 December. We'll be there on stand 4A23 -
the same place as in 2019. We're going to hold
another 'Bash', it'll take place after the show on
Saturday 4 December at a 4* hotel around 15 mins
from the NEC. A 3 course carvery dinner is included
along with a DJ and some games. The cost is about

£80pp in a double/twin room with breakfast. Please let us know if you’d like to join in
ASAP as there are limited places and we sold out last time!!
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Was Lawrence of Arabia
murdered? Film-maker who is
investigating conspiracy theory
that hero was killed in shadowy
British intelligence plot wants to
dig up site of 1935 bike crash.
Read more...

Serious injury risk is higher for
horse riding than for football, motor
racing, or skiing. The risk of an
injury, requiring hospital admission,
is higher for horse riding than for
other potentially risky sporting

activities, such as football, motor racing, or skiing, finds research
published in the online journal Trauma Surgery & Acute Care
Open. Read more…

Members of outlaw motorcycle gangs in
Western Australia have been advised to
hide face tattoos under make-up and
plasters, as the state rolls out harsh laws
banning people from showing off
“prohibited” patches and insignias. Read
more…

MANUFACTURERS CLAP BACK IN
NOISE DEBATE BUT SAYS BIKERS
SHARE RESPONSIBILITY. The
ACEM speaks out in noisy
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motorcycle debate saying industry shouldn't be singled out even
if it issues support for controversial noise devices. The ACEM -
European Association of Motorcycle Manufacturers - has issued its
response to growing efforts across the continent to ban bikers
from certain routes over complaints motorcycles are too noisy.
Read more…

Royal Enfield Leading Motorcycle
Expedition To South Pole. For 120
years, Royal Enfield has maintained
the legacy of building simple,
authentic, motorcycles that are
engaging and fun to ride. Riding
through time and tough terrain since
1901, Royal Enfield has emerged victorious in excursions that test
the endurance of man and machine. To commemorate 120 years
of the pure motorcycling culture, Royal Enfield will take on yet
another ambitious attempt—a first-of-its-kind motorcycle
expedition that will attempt to reach the geographic South Pole.
Read more…

If you have access to a copy of the British
Highway Code, a book that details the rules of
the road in the UK, you will come across a
strange item called the Dutch Reach. Read
more…

A FIRE ENGINE ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE
BUILT FOR TUNNEL RESCUE! I’m
surprised this hasn’t been dreamt up
sooner - a fire engine electric motorcycle
equipped for emergency situations in
tunnels. It just makes sense. Ever been
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riding your motorcycle through a busy tunnel (in particular,
Blackwall tunnel) and thought ‘wow, it’s absolutely rammed in
here. If the worst were to happen, how would emergency services
get anywhere!’ as you’re riding through the middle of busy rush
hour traffic? Surely not just me? Read more…

Mad Apex H2 is Hydrogen Hybrid
Dream Bike Segway are better
known for producing stand-on
electric perambulators, commonly
seen transporting mall cops
around. After a buy-out by Chinese
robotics company Ninebot, they’ve

surprised everyone with this latest development. Read more…

Unless you’ve got the biceps of Arnie or
the brute strength of Geoffe Capes,
wrestling your big adventure bike in and
out of the garage can be a pain. Tight
turns and inclined driveways add to the
woes and I’ve no doubt that this sort of
faff has lead to many a rider reaching for
the car keys instead. Read more…

Straight out of a sci-fi movie is
this incredible concept. As electricity as a motive force becomes
more mainstream, so designers are altering the way we think
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about two-wheeled transport. In particular, the way motorcycles
look is being challenged and nowhere more obviously than with
this incredible custom machine. Read more…

MOTORCYCLE DETECTION TO BE
INCLUDED IN EURONCAP TESTS
FROM 2023. As of 2023, EuroNCAP
will be testing the ability of car
safety systems to spot & react to
motorcycles on the road. Hopefully
making the roads safer for all. It’s
been a long time coming, and it’s

genuinely baffling that this hasn’t been done sooner, but as of
2023, EuroNCAP (European New Car Assessment Program) will be
testing new cars that are fitted with Advanced Driver Assistance
Systems (ADAS) on its ability to spot and react to motorcycles on
the road. Read more...

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

#rubberUP - As the only touch
point between your
scooter/motorbike and the road,
check your tyres at least
once-a-week. Don't chance it,
check it.
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FREE driver training. Road Ready is a 1hr 30 min
in-car bespoke session for qualified drivers aged
17-24 who live, work or study in South Yorkshire.

sysrp.co.uk/road-ready

It is completely FREE! No catch! This is part of our
work to help young drivers upskill and stay safe. If
you have been driving for a few years, just passed your test, or want a
refresher this course will teach you something new and help advance your
driving skills. Sign up now drivetech.co.uk/road-ready

#RubberUP - There are a bewildering range of
markings on your motorbike/scooter tyre, but if
you slowly go through them, they can tell you
an amazing amount of relevant information.

For example, did you know that different tyres have different speed and
weight ratings?

https://www.avontyres.com/.../tyre-care/technical/sidewall/

This week's BikerDown! was the last of this
season but don't worry - we'll be back again
next spring
If you want to be first on the list to register,
sign up here sysrp.co.uk/bikerdown &
we'll be in touch.

South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue South Yorkshire Police Barnsley Council
Doncaster Council Rotherham Council Sheffield City Council

#rubberUP - Even if your only riding a
50-125cc scooter/motorbike, choosing
the best tyres you can afford can
transform the handling of your machine.
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Check out the vid and see the many factors that go into designing your
tyres.

Planning for your Motorbike Theory
Test? Grab 3 months FREE access to
DTS Success, featuring endless mock
theory and hazard perception tests.

Further info at:-

https://sysrp.co.uk/Driving-success-2-Wheels
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WELLBEING WEDNESDAY...

We often get our blood pressure checked as
it's a good way of checking our health.

But when did you last check your tyre
pressure? Once a month, give your tyres a
check and reduce your chances of being in a
collision: https://sysrp.co.uk/tyre-safety

#ROTHERHAM #BARNSLEY #SHEFFIELD #DONCASTER

Around the motorcycling web
How to Plan a Moto Trip —
from a Weekend Getaway
to the World. In planning
an adventure, there’s a
world of difference

between a weekender and a journey to other lands that may
take months or years. At first blush it may seem odd, but we
recommend viewing long trips from a perspective similar to
that for shorter ones, in that the focus on the day to day. It
could be said that a great journey is only the sum of many
weekend getaways, and all motorcycle travel will share some
commonalities, whether the distance is short or long. Read
more…

Motorcycle Live, the UK’s
premium motorcycle show,
returns to the NEC arena in
Birmingham this year where
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thousands of bikers will gather to see the new metal being
released over the next 12 months, as well as meet some of
the industry’s biggest names. The show in association with
Bikesure Insurance, will see the two brands continue their
partnership to continue delivering the UK’s number one
motorcycle show. Read more…

“That tiny thing is the
starter?” This is a typical
reaction from people who
see a late-model motorcycle
starter for the first time.
Starters have become

remarkably small and light in the past 10 years thanks to the
availability of so-called “rare-earth magnets.” Because their
magnetic flux is much higher than that of traditional alnico or
other magnetic materials, the torque necessary for starting
an internal combustion engine can now be designed into a
much smaller, lighter package. Read more…

Modifying your bike could be made
illegal: New plans that could make
fitting non-OEM parts a crimeThe
Motorcycle Action Group is
encouraging motorcyclists to respond
to proposals from the Department for
Transport (DfT) that would restrict
owners from modifying their bikes. The proposals are part of
the DfT’s ‘Future of Transport’ review and are lumped in with
lots of other vehicle standards that the department is looking
to modernise. Read more…

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 14 of 23

https://www.bikesure.co.uk/bikesureblog/2021/10/motorcycle-live-2021.html
https://www.cycleworld.com/story/blogs/ask-kevin/motorcycle-starter-technology-and-geopolitics/
https://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2021/october/bike-modification-law-change/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


National Motorcyclists Council calls
for carnet clarity The National
Motorcyclists Council has appealed
to the Government to sort out
confusion around transportation of
road registered bikes into Europe.

For owner-accompanied bikes and race bikes, the procedure is
reasonably clear. However for road registered bikes entering the
EU without their owners, the situation remains murky, which is
causing continued difficulties for 'fly-ride' holiday providers and
motorcycle transport companies. Read more…

New bikes sales are up on
pre-Covid figures. New bike sales
have bounced back brilliantly so
far in 2021 – although
September did see a slight
slowdown compared to the same
month in 2020. Sales to date
have stormed to an impressive
86,431 – that is 13.4% up on
the first nine months of 2020 and a healthy 3% up on a
(pre-Covid) 2019. Read more…

Taking a solo long distance
motorcycle ride is in its own right, a
special way to enjoy a two-wheeled
road holiday. And, the adventure
starts from the point you begin
planning! I’ve always found touring

on two-wheels to be an exciting part of any riding adventure
because “going the distance” requires so little. Onboard space is

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 15 of 23

https://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/biking-after-brexit/s/2021/october/bike-modification-law-change/
https://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/motorbike-sales-figures/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


limited, yet you’ll need to prepare to cope with diverse weather
and road conditions. It’s also physical. Think about the long hours
in the seat, of the attention and mental sharpness, and of
keeping the throttle on while manoeuvring through various
terrains. And whether you head out for a long distance ride for
the weekend or for weeks at a time, you’ll enjoy great success if
you’re ready. Read more…

Motorcycle Riders Guide on How to
Navigate Roundabouts.
Roundabouts, these are the traffic
flowing circle intersections most of
us have all experienced them at one
time or another. These “crazy traffic
circles” have been making their appearances in North America but
many riders – and drivers –  are still not comfortably acquainted
with their workings. Encountering a roundabout can “throw you
for a loop” so to speak! Use this guide on how to navigate
roundabouts to ensure success every time! Read more…

THIS IS WHAT YOU SHOULD DO
AFTER A MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT?
The scenario is never one any
motorcyclist wants to dwell on for
too long, but if the time comes –
here’s everything you should do
after a motorcycle accidentBEING
involved in a motorcycle accident is

never something anyone wants to be involved. Personal injury
and family aguish aside, just the thought of my bike sliding down
the road on its side gives me the jitters. Read more…
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For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have
known that the most common
collision between a motorcycle and
another vehicle happens when the
motorcyclist has right-of-way and
another driver turns into the rider’s
path. All the way back in 1977, US
researcher Harry Hurt stated:

“the most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…

IAM RoadSmart News

For mature drivers who drive on a
regular basis, being able to get into a
car and travel at their own leisure
brings freedom and independence.

The IAM RoadSmart Mature Driver
Review is aimed at drivers who might
benefit from refreshing their skills, a

confidence boost, or to confirm that they’re still competent, safe drivers.
The review is a relaxed, informal session which takes place on a
one-to-one basis in the drivers’ own car. For more information, visit:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/mature-driver-review

Steve Pratt has written about his experience
on an 'unmissable' Skills Day, held at Mallory
Park. If you're thinking about attending in
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future, then find out what Steve says about the day here:

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/.../07/an-unmissable-skills-day

After a serious road traffic accident and
traumatic brain injury at age 29, why would
you ever get back on a bike? It’s a question
to ask Paul Batten who, despite a pause of
nearly ten years, not only got back on a
bike but has recently passed his IAM

RoadSmart Masters qualification. You can read Paul's blog here:
https://bit.ly/3mSswUy

Improving your skill and confidence
behind the wheel can massively
increase the enjoyment you get from
driving.

So whether you're an experienced
driver looking to confirm your
competence or hone your skills, or
think you could benefit from increased confidence, an IAM RoadSmart
Advanced Driver course can help. Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-driver

Graham Bryson tells his story from becoming an
advanced rider to a blood biker - all whilst battling
cancer. "Majority of the observers were blood
bikers who made me aware of the charity and I
realised I would like to be involved with the work
they were doing."

https://bit.ly/3lQBdje
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Passing your driving test was once seen as a
rite of passage for most youngsters. But with
the number of young people getting behind
the wheel now declining, research has
indicated why many young people aged
17-24 have put the brakes on learning to
drive. Read why young people might be
opting against driving here
https://bit.ly/3aEDFmg

Having good mental health helps us relax more,
achieve more and enjoy our lives more. We have
four practical tips to help you look after your
mental health and wellbeing. Find out more here:

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/campaign/mental-health

Planned changes to the Highway Code will create
a new 'hierarchy of road users' and give greater
cyclist and pedestrian priority at crossings and
junctions. The new version of The Highway Code,
which is subject to parliamentary approval, is due
to be published in the autumn, with updates
including:
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- A hierarchy of road users that ensures road users who can do the
greatest harm have the greatest responsibility to reduce the danger they
may pose to others

- Strengthened pedestrian priority on pavements and when crossing or
waiting to cross the road

- Guidance on safe passing distances and speeds and ensuring that
cyclists have priority at junctions when travelling straight ahead.

Want to become a safer rider?
Our Advanced Riding Course can
help. The roads can be a
dangerous place, even for the
most alert and cautious riders.
While you can never be 100%
safe, becoming an advanced

rider will equip you with the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan
for, the hazards you encounter on your rides. Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider

Take care and stay safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152
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Meetings are for club members, observers, associates and ANY
biker interested in taking an advanced rider course. Meetings are
usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: TBA
● Next SAM Club Night: TBA
● Autumn Breakfast Meet: 9.30am - 11.30am Saturday 23rd

October 2021. Venue: The Moorlands, Baslow Road, Owler
Bar, Sheffield S17 3BQ. See directions here.

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
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quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you

making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & LinkedIn.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
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groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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