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Editorial
We are back!! Saturday meetings are well attended and the SAM
Autumn Breakfast was a great hit. The next SAM Club night is on
the 1st November and the SAM Christmas Party is on the 6th
December. It feels like the SAM Club is slowly getting back on its
feet. In this week’s newsletter there have been claims that UK
government proposals to ban motorcycle modification will ruin the
industry. These claims have been disputed and it's only some
modifications that may cause you to fall foul of the law. Then
National Motorcyclists Council (NMC) is urging the UK government
to take a new approach to motorcycle licensing. Ever fancied
making your own TV show? Find out how to become a motorcycle
vlogging superstar. After some time off the bike getting back on
can be a strange experience, so there is timely advice from some
real world motorcycling experts. After three deaths the FIM are to
implement new motorcycle racing safety enhancements from
2022. In an effort to reduce air pollution and increase safety
there are new UK clean air zones mapped out. Yes, transport
officials in Sheffield are considering implementing the new vehicle
charge too. Perhaps you’ll look for an exempt machine, so why
not visit the Crich Tramway Village for the Classic Motorcycle
Show. Maybe you will just want to get away from it all and go
travelling. Take inspiration from the biker who broke the
Cannonball Run record on a Kawasaki motorcycle. The bike had
80,000 miles before the record attempt!! However, if you REALLY
want to make a getaway statement next year, why not get a new
flying motorcycle. It flies 60mph for 40 minutes at a time and it
will only cost you £500,000!! It might take a few years before we
are using one to avoid the new ULEZ taxes.

To ensure that anyone interested in SAM activities can find them,
the SAM and Survival Skills newsletters are also on the SAM
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website; so, everyone can read, enjoy and share. We have
readers in many countries! Until next week…

Stay healthy and ride safe, Ed.

SAM News

Another good turn out last weekend with 40+ riders.
Interested in joining us?

The SAM Autumn breakfast was
very well attended by members. It
was REALLY good to see everyone
together again. Thank you for your
support and we’ll see you, your

family and friends at future events.

SAM Club events for the remainder
of 2021 are now published on the
SAM Calendar page. Put the dates
in your diaries. ALL SAM members,
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their family and friends are welcome to attend Club nights and
the SAM Christmas Party. Booking details for the latter will be
published shortly, so watch your emails. See more…

If you're out & about on your
bike this week, please
consider carrying our Biker
I.C.E. Card. It gives
emergency services staff vital
information about the right
treatment for you, should you

be involved in an accident.
https://iam-sheffield.bike/biker-i-c-e-card/

SAM Social Media

SAM members have you got some
news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and
share it with all your SAM Club
friends…
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If you’re one who commutes on a
regular basis on a two-wheeler, be it a
scooter, motorcycle, or electric bike,
then you probably have an extra
locking mechanism apart from your
machine’s built in setup. I mean, you

can never go wrong with putting up too many locks, provided of
course, you don’t forget to unlock your bike before hitting the
road. Read more…

Top 10 Motorcycle Travel and
Touring Tips. Many daydream about
taking a motorcycle trip across
continents. There may be real or
perceived hurdles to conquer, so
what does it take to do it? For
anyone whose life can align—and
respectfully, not everyone’s can—a
commitment to the decision is all it takes. Then comes doing
whatever’s necessary to make it happen. It sounds easy, and in
reality, it is! The hardest part is at the start when you have to
relinquish all the things that keep you from doing it in the first
place. Read more…

New proposals that promote green
initiatives and smooth the path for
self-driving transport could have a
huge impact on the motorcycle
industry. A new proposal drawn up
by the Department for Transport

(DfT) could lead to modifying or customising a motorcycle being
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made an illegal act as part of new measures to accelerate greener
initiatives. Read more…

Alex Jones (not that Alex Jones)
read about the various
cross-country speed records and
Cannonball runs for most of his
life. “They were usually run in
high-end German cars,” he
explains. “And I couldn’t afford
that. But then a couple years ago I read about one run on a
motorcycle. I could do that on a budget. So I found the right
motorcycle with 80,000 miles already on it, and bought it for
$4000.” Read more…

Wheels up! Flying
MOTORBIKE that costs a
sky-high £500,000 and can
travel at speeds of 60mph for
up to 40 minutes is unveiled
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ahead of its release next year. Read more…

All UK clean air zones
MAPPED as new ULEZ
extension launched.
LONDON'S Ultra Low
Emission Zone (ULEZ)
expanded this week, with
an 18-times larger barrier
for residents to navigate.
While the ULEZ is the
centre of attention
following the recent news, it will soon become one of several
scattered across the UK. Read more...

Owning, maintaining & riding motorbikes are good for your
mental health - even if u are not currently able to ride, u can feel
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good by looking after your bike. What are u planning for your bike
this week/over winter? Would love to see your bikes, sheds,
garages #WellbeingWeds See more…

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

So, just to make sure you've been paying
attention this week, here is a video summarising
our tyre safety messages this week -
@Tyresafe @SYPOperations Think ACT - air
pressure, condition, tread! Check yourself,
check your tyres: https://sysrp.co.uk/tyre-safety

#SaturdayThoughts #SaturdayMorning

Got a spare 20p hanging around?

With a quick check you could make
yourself and your family much safer on
the road: https://youtu.be/9F-HmK6-s8M
TyreSafe SYP Operational Support
South Yorkshire Police #barnsleyisbrill
#doncasterisgreat
#rotherhamiswonderful #sheffieldissuper

Driving at night is an important skill that
will be essential for most drivers, but
many new drivers have very little
experience of night driving before they
pass their driving test. This week are
going to be sharing top tips on driving at
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night, so keep your eyes peeled. #nightdriving #newdrivers #roadsafety

Around the motorcycling web

After participating in
couple of Neduro's
clinics, and having
had to use my
toolkit several times
during, it's become
obvious that a
formal list of toolkit

and trail(road)side repair neccesities would be a useful item to have for both noob's and
senior ADVer's alike. That said, I've taken a few hours on a recovery day after a very
intense ride yesterday to photo-document my toolkit and essentials. Read more…

On Sunday October 3rd, Crich
Tramway Village in Derbyshire will
host their 4th Annual Classic
Motorcycle Day. Organised in
conjunction with the Vincent H.R.D
Owners’ Club, the event combines the
passions of vintage trams and classic
motorcycles offering a great family
day out. Derwent Waste Management have generously sponsored
the event for the fourth year. Read more…

Right, so you’ve passed your CBT,
bought some kit and found a bike you
like – what’s left to do before you can
ride on the road legally? That’s right.
You’ve still got to sort some insurance.
Whether you’re looking at motorcycle
insurance for the first time, or you’ve

been riding for over 20 years, finding the right insurance can be
confusing and can cost you serious money if you’re not careful.
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Finding the right policy and knowing how to get a great deal can
save you hundreds of pounds if you’re responsible and do your
research. The options Before you do anything, it’s important you
understand the types of cover available. Read more…

FIM To Implement Safety
Enhancements To Racing Starting
2022 While the 2021 season of
FIM-sanctioned motorcycle racing
was undoubtedly filled with
excitement, there's no denying
that it had its fair share of
untoward incidents, particularly
in Moto3 and SSP300. These junior championship race series
feature young riders—some as young as 15 years old—aboard
machines tuned to very similar specifications. The result is
extremely close-contact racing in grids with upwards of 30 racers.
Read more…

Video logging, more
commonly known as
“vlogging,” is a way to share
day-to-day events and ideas,
typically with an online
audience. An early Youtuber

named “M13” back in 2007 may have been the originator of moto
vlogging. With a camera and microphone attached to his helmet,
you could see what was going on and hear what he was saying as
he rode in Taiwan. Moto vlogging has dramatically increased in
popularity since then, and there are many ways to do it. However,
fancy camera gear won’t necessarily make a video any more
interesting. What’s important is how you tell your stories, and
there’s plenty of technique that’ll help you do it well. Read more…
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If you’re considering getting
back into biking after a long
break you’ll quickly realise
returning riders have a lot to
think about if they want to
stay safe. Bikesure’s Ride On
campaign aims to ease people
safely back onto the road after
a break. Here we provide 7 motorcycle safety tips and questions
returning riders will need to ask themselves. Read on…

The charity helping bikers with
disabilities get back on the road
Thirty years ago, six motorcycle
enthusiasts from Stockport and
Manchester made a stand for
bikers with disabilities who were
effectively banned from the road
because no one made machines

that they could ride safely. Read on…

Adding Up the Octane Numbers

What 87, 91, and more really
mean, to you and your
engine.Contrary to what many
believe, a fuel’s octane number,
sometimes abbreviated to just ON, is not a measure of a fuel’s
energy. All commercial gasolines release closely equal amounts of
heat energy when burned. That’s because the many different
structures of hydrocarbon molecules found in commercial
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gasolines contain similar proportions of hydrogen and carbon
atoms. Read more…

Call to junk bike test system:
Multi-layered approach found to
have no benefitsThe National
Motorcyclists Council (NMC) have
called for changes to the UK’s
motorcycle licence testing and
training regime after current
convoluted rules were found to

make biking no safer. Motorcycle licensing changed in 2009 to
involve a two-part test and two-stage licences, in the belief it
would reduce casualties. However, NMC analysis reveals that
changes introduced from 2009 have failed to make motorcycling
safer but the number of riders killed or seriously injured has
actually risen. Now that the UK has left the EU, the NMC are
calling on the Government to use this opportunity to revamp the
system. Read more…

dailyTIP

Shopping For A Motorcycle:

Start with one that fits you. When seated, you should be able to easily rest
both feet flat on the ground without having to be on tiptoes.

When riding your motorcycle
in windy and gusty
conditions can add additional
challenges to your safety
and constant effort to keep
the motorcycle in line. Your
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motorcycle moves around in ways you’ve not felt before or in
ways not predicted. Wind and wind gusts seem to drive your
motorcycle off the path of travel you’re riding. All this is easily
controlled. And it may seem that wind is unpredictable, and
indeed it can be, but these tactics on how to ride your motorcycle
in windy and gusty conditions will have you riding in the wind like
a pro. Read more…

On October 14, 2021, American Honda
Motor Company notified the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
about a safety recall on certain 2021
Trail 125 motorcycles. The gearshift
pedal arm weld may fail, which could
result in the entire pedal breaking off of

the motorcycle while in operation. This could result in crashing
and/or injury to riders. Read more…

Like it or not, accidents happen.
Fortunately, they tend to be rare events,
and when they do happen they’re often
minor, such as a parking lot tip over that
does more harm to our pride than our
body or bike. But sometimes accidents
are more serious. Sand or gravel may
cause us to lose traction. We may
overcook a decreasing-radius corner. Or we may have a close
encounter with a car or a leaping deer. Read more…

MOTORCYCLE MINDFULNESS: HOW TO
THINK YOURSELF FASTER ON TRACK
THE human brain is an incredibly
complex bit of kit, handling all the
day-to-day stuff you do. From the

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 13 of 20

https://motoress.com/motorcycling/riding-your-motorcycle-in-windy-and-gusty-conditions/
https://www.rideapart.com/news/543441/honda-trail-125-gearshift-recall/
https://ridermagazine.com/2019/10/21/before-help-arrives-being-prepared-in-the-event-of-a-motorcycle-accident/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


basics like breathing and walking, to abstract tasks, like rewiring
the loom on your latest project. But can you use that complexity
to help you become a better rider? Short answer is yes, of course
you can. Your brain controls all the systems that allow us to ride
bikes, so naturally improving those thought processes will help.
But, how do we think our way to becoming better riders? Read
more...

It was an early summer morning when
I looked out the window and saw two
people park their motorcycles; when
they took of their helmets and I saw
their smiles, heard their never-ending
chattering about their early morning
drive and somehow sensed their glow
from head to toe – I walked down the
street and signed up for motorcycle classes. I am not sure if it
was the smiles of the motorcyclists I wanted a piece of in my life,
if it was the glow and sense of freedom, or if perhaps it was just
the desire to ride a motorcycle. In any case, I sure was not ready
for what I would discover about myself in the coming riding
lessons – not at all! Never in my life did I ever believe that a
piece of machine would show me life’s greatest mysteries and
teach me the knowledge of myself. Read more…

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have
known that the most common
collision between a motorcycle and
another vehicle happens when the
motorcyclist has right-of-way and
another driver turns into the rider’s

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 14 of 20

https://www.visordown.com/features/advanced-riding/motorcycle-mindfulness-how-think-yourself-faster-track
https://www.visordown.com/features/advanced-riding/motorcycle-mindfulness-how-think-yourself-faster-track
https://www.morebikes.co.uk/news/265005/motorcycling-made-me-feel-alive/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


path. All the way back in 1977, US researcher Harry Hurt stated:

“the most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…

IAM RoadSmart News
The proposed changed to the Highway
Code include putting pedestrians at the
top of a new "road user hierarchy".
Pedestrians will be given priority at
zebra crossings and junctions in the
proposed changes, which are expected
to receive Parliamentary approval later
this year.

On the lead up to Halloween, we'll be sharing
some fun facts and horror driving and riding
stories! Do you have an interesting fact
you'd like to share about UK roads?

*Statistic from Department for Transport

Heading out onto the road as a
newly qualified driver can be
intimidating for many young people.
An IAM RoadSmart Young Driver
Assessment course can be a
massive help.
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A relaxed, informal session with one of our friendly driving
experts. Young drivers will receive helpful feedback on their
driving, and will focus on developing their skills in whichever key
areas are most needed by them individually. Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/young-driver-assessmen
t

This #Halloween make sure you avoid any
horror breakdowns by reading IAM
RoadSmart's latest tips! Driving and riding
expert, Richard Gladman, is on hand to help
make sure you arrive safely

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/.../avoid-any-horror…

More people than ever have taken up
cycling, so where's your favourite place to
go on two wheels?  We would love for you
to share your best cycle routes below!

But what’s the difference? IAM
RoadSmart compare BEV, HEV and PHEV
To help clear up the confusion and
compare the differences between
BEV's, HEV's and PHEV's available
on the market IAM RoadSmart’s
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Corporate Training Manager, Lloyd
Jones, is on hand with his expert
advice. More information

Steps to keeping pedestrians safe
Now that summer is well and truly
over and the clocks are reverting by
one hour on 31st October, the colder and darker evenings are
now drawing in. Statistically we see more incidents involving
pedestrians and vulnerable road users from October to March
than we do throughout the rest of the year, with most incidents
happening between 3pm and 7pm. With this in mind we need to
take special care to look out for pedestrians and other road users
when it’s dark. More information

Want to become a safer rider?
Our Advanced Riding Course can
help. The roads can be a
dangerous place, even for the
most alert and cautious riders.
While you can never be 100%
safe, becoming an advanced

rider will equip you with the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan
for, the hazards you encounter on your rides. Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider
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Take care and stay safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Meetings are for club members, observers, associates and ANY
biker interested in taking an advanced rider course. Meetings are
usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.
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Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 1st December 2021
● Next SAM Club Night: 1st November 2021
● Autumn Breakfast Meet: 9.30am - 11.30am Saturday 23rd

October 2021. Venue: The Moorlands, Baslow Road, Owler
Bar, Sheffield S17 3BQ. See directions here.

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you

making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & LinkedIn.

What are we about…
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The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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