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Editorial
That’s the first SAM Club night done. Steve Brown (Chairman)
thanked members for their continued support for the Club.
Particular mention was for Andy Frith (Chief Observer) for his
great work in managing the observer teams. Chris Lunn
(Guidance Secretary) was welcomed as a replacement for Steve
Bennett. Roy Clark (Membership Secretary) was thanked for his
brilliant efforts in organising the SAM Autumn Breakfast. Lastly, a
great round of applause for your Club’s Editor, for his selfless
efforts in keeping everyone entertained each week. Plans are
afoot to hold the SAM Spring Breakfast on the 26th March 2022.
Also, we hope to hold a hog roast in the summer of 2022, for ALL
our members, their family and friends. Just make sure that you
read your newsletter to find out more. This week we are still
flying high with aerial motorcycles. Thanks to Mark Pashley
(Social Media Secretary) for this one. Read how you might not
even need a pilot’s licence. I can’t see this one taking off!! Back
on earth there is a call from motorcyclists for improved Advanced
Driver Assistance Systems to contain motorcycle detection
functioning. There’s hope on this one as bikers just got an extra
voice in the UK Parliament in the shape of life-long biker Trudy
Harrison, MP for Copeland, who has just been appointed Under
Secretary of State at the DfT. The DfT has also launched a
consultation on setting up a Road Collision Investigation Branch,
similar to those in the aviation, maritime and rail sectors. Thanks
to taxation changes in the budget, being a road user just got
more expensive. Added to which vehicles not meeting the
emission standards in Sheffield are likely to face charges of
£50/day!! Hopefully, the review article on the performance of
premium versus cheaper fuels will help. If not, news that the
West Midlands Police force has been using an electric motorcycle
for duties at COP26 may show us where to go, but we await their
verdict on its performance. Lastly, have you considered your body
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language when being photographed on your new bike. Read how
to make a better impression before you have a laugh with the
world’s tiniest motorcycle race.
To ensure that anyone interested in SAM activities can find them,
the SAM and Survival Skills newsletters are also on the SAM
website; so, everyone can read, enjoy and share. We have
readers in many countries! Until next week…
Stay healthy and ride safe, Ed.

SAM News

Saturday bikers are still turning up to ride, so join us for a great advanced
riding experience. Interested in joining us?
SAM Club events for the remainder of
2021 are now published on the SAM
Calendar page. Put the dates in your
diaries. ALL SAM members, their
family and friends are welcome to
attend Club nights and the SAM Christmas Party. Booking details
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for the latter will be published shortly, so watch your emails. See
more…

SAM Christmas Party 7.30pm 6th December
2021 at Treeton Miners Welfare Club.
Everyone is welcome to get the Christmas
festivities off to a great start. Bring your
family and friends for a great evening’s
entertainment. Make sure that you book
places for you and your guests. Thank you.

If you're out & about on your
bike this week, please
consider carrying our Biker
I.C.E. Card. It gives
emergency services staff vital
information about the right
treatment for you, should you
be involved in an accident.
https://iam-sheffield.bike/biker-i-c-e-card/

SAM Social Media
SAM members have you got some news
to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share
it with all your SAM Club
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From late 2022, some drivers will
have to pay to enter parts of
Sheffield after the council agreed
to introduce a Clean Air Zone.
This will mean some vehicles
which do not meet an emission
standard will be charged up to
£50 a day.
Buses, vans, taxis and HGVs will be most affected, with private
cars being exempt. Read more...

Vehicle Excise Duty rates for cars,
vans, and motorcycles from April
2022. This tax information and
impact note outlines Vehicle Excise
Duty rates for cars, vans,
motorcycles, and motorcycle trade
licences from 1 April 2022. Read
more…
7 Stupid Things You SHOULDN’T Do
To Your Motorcycle! Watch here…

Mental Health Awareness Week:
Head Space & Open Roads for
many, assisting with a positive
outlook and increased levels of
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dopamine, the Happy Hormone. Riding feels good and aids
relaxation, which is why motorcyclists gain the maximum benefit
from nature, at one with their surroundings, breathing the fresh
air, and living the sights. Read more…

In response to teenage racers' deaths,
FIM and Dorna raise age limits When
14-year-old Hugo Millán died in a
European Talent Cup race this summer,
it was far from the first time a teenager
lost his life in motorcycle roadracing.
But the response felt different. Read more…

Bought a motorcycle in lockdown? Hiding hands and folding arms
in pictures could make you appear
amateur, body language expert warns
Body language expert says hiding
hands, folding arms, and rigidly
grinning in pictures are clear signs of
an amateur motorcyclist. Natural
facial expressions (yes, even smiles)
are better than scowls for the best professional-looking
motorcycle photo. Wide stances and staring at the camera in
photos are effective ways to evoke confidence Read more…

UK to ban petrol motorcycles by
2035. When it was announced, back
in December 2020, that
combustion-fuelled cars and vans
would be banned from sale in the UK
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from 2030, motorcycles appeared to have dodged a bullet. Alas,
last week’s Transport Decarbonisation Plan has sealed their fate,
with the Department for Transport announcing that from 2035,
“all new L-category vehicles to be fully zero emissions at the
tailpipe”. L-category vehicles, or Powered Light Vehicles, comprise
powered two and three-wheelers (motorbikes, mopeds etc),
quadricycles and 'micro cars'. Read more…

West Midlands Police use electric
motorbike for Cop26 duties. WEST
Midlands Police is set to become
the first force in the country to
use an electric motorcycle at a
large-scale event. The
environmentally friendly bike will
be used to chaperone delegates during the Cop26 in Glasgow this
weekend. Read more…

The Blame Game We all make
mistakes. Sometimes the right
and decent thing is to hold your
hands up and accept that you
were to blame. I was riding with
my now very ex-girlfriend on
the back of my motorcycle. I don’t want to go into too much
detail as there are solicitors involved, but here is what happened.
Read more…

The Jetson One requires no pilot's
license and is easy to fly. "We just
want to have fun," says the
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designer about the one-person eVTOL.While many of the big
players in the eVTOL market are plotting to transform mass
transportation, with flying taxis, sleek vertiports and integrated
transit hubs, Jetson has simpler goals. “We just want to have
fun,” says Peter Ternström, president and founder of the Swedish
company, which last week introduced Jetson One, a “personal
electric aerial vehicle.” Read more…

Video: The world’s tiniest motorcycle race is hilarious. It's Friday,
you’re pretty tuckered out but no you’re not hallucinating. Here
are some people on tiny bikes, racing around a bowl circuit in
Japan. This is Kawaguchi Auto Pocket Bike racing. We always say
we love motorsport of all
shapes, sizes and
disciplines… Read more...

How To Winterize Your
Motorcycle in a Single
Afternoon. In a perfect world,
every day is clear and sunny, the
roads are always dry, and the
motorcycle riding season lasts 365
days a year. Some folks would
argue that Southern California is
that perfect world, but for those of
us that prefer four seasons, the
riding season ends around the time
the turkeys start getting nervous.
Read more…
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Do you keep your bike in the garage for winter storage? Or is it at
the mechanic’s, ready to be repaired after decades kept in a
barn? Enjoy the upcoming year to suspend or not reinstate your
insurance immediately, because it’ll be the last. In fact, starting in
2023, you will no longer have the option to suspend the insurance
of your scooter or motorbike. It doesn’t matter if it just sits in the
corner of your garage when it's not covered. This is what the
European Parliament has decided, voting on the directive that
changes everything in terms of insurance coverage, and not only
in Italy. Read more…
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BIKES AND THE BUDGET |
WHAT DOES THE LATEST
BUDGET MEAN TO YOU. As
November begins it brings
with it the UK chancellor
Rishi Sunak’s autumn
budget – here’s what it
means to you. THE UK
chancellor Rishi Sunak has outlined the government’s autumn
budget for 2021. As the UK looks ahead to 2022, the big news is
around fuel duty remaining at the same level as before. Read
more…

High-tech cars face new safety
standards for detecting bikers. A
major step-forward in
motorcycle safety beckons
following plans for an updated
testing protocol on new car
electronic safety avoidance
systems. Motorcyclists had raised concerns over the new
generation of 'Advanced Driver Assistance systems' (ADAS) since
it was discovered that some failed to detect bikers. Read more…

MOTORCYCLISTS NOW HAVE A
VOICE IN THE HOUSES OF
PARLIAMENT. Motorcycles and
the value they offer the UK has
been discussed in the halls of
power, and a new DfT minister
who rides is right at the heart of
it. ALL too often it can seem that motorcycles and the people that
ride them get little or no airtime in the place where it really
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matters most. Motorcyclists do have some advocates within the
Houses of Parliament though, and they were debating some of
the biggest issues this week. Read more…

Couple's motorcycle world tour
hits the Lake District. A couple
from Germany quit their jobs to
embark on the adventure of a
lifetime, a motorcycle tour of the
world. John Forrester from the
Royal Society for the Prevention
of Accidents (RoSPA) North Cumbria and South West Scotland
Advanced Drivers and Riders group joined them when they visited
the Lake District. Read more…

If you're driving a car, you can
get all the electronic gadgets
you want at your fingertips.
Smartphone—check.
Navigation—check. Streaming
audio—check. But what if you're
a motorcyclist? Although you
might not be able to have your devices within reach, you can
invest in a smart motorcycle helmet that offers in-built
technology for music, communication, and more. Here are the
best smart motorcycle helmets available today. Read more…
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Performance Fuels: Do
performance fuels make a
difference? Watch here...

Airbag vests could be for the upper body
what helmets are for the head. And they
could mean the difference between life and
death. We’ll spend a small fortune on a
helmet or a riding jacket and pants, yet we
have trouble justifying the price of an
airbag vest. On this episode, why should
we consider an airbag vest, what will it do
for us, what choices do we have and what
are we paying for? Read more…

Motorists baffled as markings
show two different speed limits
on same road. Worcestershire
County Council said it would
launch an investigation as
markings on Ombersley Road in
Bevere, Worcester, tell drivers
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not to exceed 50mph but on the opposite carriageway they are
ordered to keep to 30mph. Read more…

Department for Transport launches
consultation on setting up a Road
Collision Investigation Branch. The
Department for Transport (DfT) has
launched a consultation into setting
up a Road Collision Investigation
Branch (RCIB), organised along
similar lines to existing independent
bodies for the aviation, maritime
and rail sectors. Read more…
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership
Driving at night and on rural roads can
be very tricky. Reduce speed and
avoid tailgating.#roadsafety
#nightdriving #driving

The clocks go back this weekend
which means darker nights are almost
here. There are things we can all do to
'Light Up our Roads' and try and
reduce the number of collisions during
the Winter months. Here is how you
can do your bit:
https://sysrp.co.uk/News/lightupwinter
#THANKYOU #w #winter
#clockchange

FREE driver training. Road Ready is a 1hr 30 min
in-car bespoke session for qualified drivers aged
17-24 who live, work or study in South Yorkshire.
sysrp.co.uk/road-ready
It is completely FREE! No catch! This is part of our
work to help young drivers upskill and stay safe.
If you have been driving for a few years, just passed your test, or want a
refresher this course will teach you something new and help advance your
driving skills. Sign up now drivetech.co.uk/road-ready
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PARENTS, CARERS,
GRANDPARENTS… Are you ready for
the school run in the dark? It won't be
long before the rush hour gets even
trickier. As drivers, pedestrians, cyclists
etc - there are things we can do to make
journeys safer, from checking our lights
are working to wearing brightly coloured
jackets. Let us help you to all stay safe:
https://sysrp.co.uk/at_the_roadside
#lightup #staysafe #schoolrun #schoolrunmum #pedestriansafety
A new global plan from the World Health
Organisation has been launched with the
ambitious target of preventing at least 50%
of road traffic deaths and injuries by 2030.
https://sysrp.co.uk/News/decade
#UnitedNations #RoadSafety
#tuesdaythoughts

Around the motorcycling web
The best second-hand commuter bikes
More people than ever see a motorbike as
the perfect way to commute to work. Here
Bikesure experts reveal seven of the best
second-hand commuter bikes to buy.
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Hard Heads, Soft Heads, Hot
Heads. Why is your bike’s head
aluminum? And, just as important,
what kind? From the
beginning—and for many years
after—motorcycle cylinders and
heads were made from cast iron, cooling fins and all. This was a
natural choice. After all, from 1840 on the railroad business had
raised the casting of iron and steel to a high art, while aluminum
was still a weird novelty metal. In addition, cast iron makes a
durable wear surface against which pistons and rings work very
well, and cast-iron heads are hard enough to reliably bear the
pressure of intake and exhaust valves seating against them. Read
more…
Tén out of Tén for new police bikes:
South Yorkshire Police add Yamaha
700s to motorcycle fleet. South
Yorkshire Police Off Road Team have
a new weapon in the fight against
bike theft and related crime. The
force have added Yamaha Ténéré
700s to their existing fleet of
WR250s to bridge the gap between the small scramblers and the
BMW R1200RTs they use on the road. Read more…
Quarter-litre learners: A2 test changes bring 250cc bikes into play
An amendment to motorcycle licence legislation that allows riders
to take their A2 test on a 250 has
been published in draft form.
Following a consultation, the DVSA
opted to lower the minimum engine
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size to make getting an A2 licence more accessible. Read more…

dailyTIP
Cancel Those Signals . . .
Make it a habit to check your turn signals frequently while riding, ensuring
you're not sending false messages or miscommunicating to traffic.
How to Keep Warm On Cold Weather
Rides. There’s weather conditions
which are cold, and then there’s
that bitter cold-to-the-bone chill
which sets in after few hours of
riding. And for some, that chill sets
in quickly even after the first kilometres! Every motorcyclist
knows this is a battle we fight when riding in cold weather – the
war of – how to keep warm on cold weather rides. Read more...
How Mastering These Five
Essential Motorcycle Riding Skills
Can Keep You Safe And At The Top
of Your Riding Game. If you
already have a few years to your
record, then you’ve had the
chance to experience just how
rusty your motorcycle riding skills can get and how out of practise
your riding can become when you’re not using them. And often
there can be long pauses between rides from days to weeks or
even months. Therefore it’s best to keep your motorcycle riding
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skills especially those emergency procedures honed, active and
–close at hand. Read more…
How to Prepare Your Motorcycle for
Winter Storage. When winter
approaches you’ll need to prepare
your motorcycle for winter storage.
The cold temperatures create road
hazards for our two-wheeled
passions so we must regrettably like
many seasonal sports, put our
motorcycle into storage for the winter. Winter storage, defined as
either inside in a protected garage (heated or not) or outside.
Leaving your motorcycle to sit for many months without
preparation, can have serious side effects. This usually results in
you spending costs for repair fees or worse, preventing your
motorcycle from running at all. Read more…
12 Tips For Riding Your Motorcycle In
Cold Weather. If you live in a country
where cold, snowy winters occur, with
some preparation and good gear
there’s not much stopping you from
riding all winter long. If you do plan to
keep riding your motorcycle in cold weather, the following tips
and preparations will keep you and your motorcycle in tip-top
condition. Read more...
THE MOST COMMON
MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS AND
HOW TO AVOID THEM. Few
motorcycle crashes will be entirely
identical but most follow a
theme... we'll help you be
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prepared for the worst rather than simply hoping for the best.
THE MOST COMMON MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM. Few motorcycle crashes will be entirely identical but
most follow a theme... we'll help you be prepared for the worst
rather than simply hoping for the best. Read more…
For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have
known that the most common
collision between a motorcycle and
another vehicle happens when the
motorcyclist has right-of-way and
another driver turns into the rider’s
path. All the way back in 1977, US
researcher Harry Hurt stated:
“the most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…

IAM RoadSmart News
Statistically we see more incidents involving
pedestrians and vulnerable road users from
October to March than we do throughout the
rest of the year, with most incidents happening
between 3pm and 7pm.
IAM RoadSmart’s
Head of Driving and Riding Standards, Richard
Gladman, shares his top tips:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/.../steps-to-keeping…
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IAM RoadSmart is delighted to
announce the appointment of Tony
Cearns and Samantha Kane to its
Council. Tony joins as Chair of its
Finance and Audit Committee and
Sam will lead on HR matters and
chairing RemCo*. Find out more
here:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/.../new-trustees-strengthen...

IAM RoadSmart,
CEO, Tony Greenidge, has taken the decision
after four years with the charity to step down.
Tony originally joined the UK’s largest
independent road safety charity as Business
Development Director and took over as CEO 18 months ago. He
will remain in his position until the end of March 2022.
IAM RoadSmart CEO Steps Down

As an IAM
RoadSmart poll revealed reduced levels
of confidence among non-advanced
riders and drivers, Richard Gladman,
IAM RoadSmart’s Head of Driving and
Riding Standards, shares the essential
skills everyone needs for staying sharp and keeping safe.
The big skills refresher

Vision Zero: Launch of UN Second Decade of

Neil Grieg, IAM
RoadSmart's Director of Policy and
Research, has written a blog on his
appearance on Radio 4's 'Positive
Action on Road Safety
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Thinking' programme on the big question ‘Can we make road
deaths a thing of the past?’.

‘Enjoyment’
might not be a word you’d initially
associate with a driving course, but
that’s exactly what IAM RoadSmart’s
Advanced Driver Course gave to
Margaret and Harriet – and much more!
Success through the generations

Want to become a safer rider?
Our Advanced Riding Course can
help. The roads can be a
dangerous place, even for the
most alert and cautious riders.
While you can never be 100%
safe, becoming an advanced
rider will equip you with the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan
for, the hazards you encounter on your rides. Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider

Take care and stay safe
Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists
Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152
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Meetings are for club members, observers, associates and ANY
biker interested in taking an advanced rider course. Meetings are
usually for one of these purposes:
● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise
● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test
● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere
● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist
If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Extra bits
●
●
●
●

Next SAM Committee Meeting: 1st December 2021
Next SAM Club Night: Christmas Party 6th December 2021
Spring Breakfast Meet: Saturday 26th March 2022.
Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
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●

●

●
●

●

●

claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.
Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.
Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things
happening in your club.
IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you
making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!
Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & LinkedIn.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter

page 23 of 24

and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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