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Editorial
Christmas is here and doesn't it feel different this year! In spite of
all the disruption, the SAM Committee hopes that nothing will
spoil your celebrations. So, to SAM Club members, their family
and friends, have a very happy Christmas and let's all look
forward to better times.

Now on with this week's newsletter! Over the Christmas and New
Year period it will be up to ad hoc groups of SAM Club members,
our Observers and their Associates to decide when and where to
ride. As always, ride well and ride safe. All SAM Club events will
be published on the SAM Calendar. Simply go to the SAM website
and press the Calendar menu at the top of the home page. We
didn't hear from anyone about the current ways in which we
communicate with members so, for the time being, we'll carry on
doing the same thing, i.e. putting everything in one place and
emailing links to the information on the SAM website. This keeps
it simple and everyone can find out what is going on!

There's a warning that following some of the 'unwritten' rules of
UK motoring might get you into trouble. We hope that by now
every SAM member is familiar with the new Highway Code Rules
and will adjust their riding skills to cope with the new
expectations of pedestrians and other priority road users. Some
of these rules, e.g. when turning into a side road, giving priority
to pedestrians waiting to cross the road, will challenge your
advanced riding skills at times.

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership/Fire and Rescue are
running campaigns against driving whilst impaired by drink and
drugs. They are promoting the FREE DVSA RideFree e-learning
modules. In addition, they are encouraging P2W riders to layer up
against the cold. There is also a very cute couple of puppies to
check out.
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On the web this week we found, for anyone stuck for a present
for your favourite biker, a very reasonable Bikers Christmas Gift
Guide. This also gives some money-saving tips too. The UK
Government has done another u-turn with the Department of
Transport dumping the plug-in grant subsidy scheme for electric
powered two wheelers. Well, it might leave a bit more room for
the 4-wheel juggernauts that everyone seems to be driving. It
does send the message that 2-wheel electric transport is not part
of the climate crisis solution. In the USA, Senators are
complaining loudly about the increasing costs of electricity and
the $158 billion that President  Biden is adding to the national
debt to support electrically powered transport. In comparison the
UK Government's efforts are pathetic.

There's a great video of someone building a model engine. You
can also read about all the bikes featured in the Matrix films. If
that doesn't pique your interest, then how about the Curtiss
Motorcycles first production model of an electric bike. It's only
£87,000. Now that might be a great Christmas present for some
lucky biker!!

Anyone interested in SAM activities can find them, including the
SAM and Survival Skills newsletters, on the SAM website. Read,
enjoy and share your Club’s newsletter with ALL your friends and
family. Until next week…

Merry Christmas everyone. Stay healthy and ride safe, Ed.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
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activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and website hosting and use social media. All of
which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are not getting the
Club information circulated just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website.

Paul Conway
Editor & webmaster
Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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SAM News

Says it all!!

Saturday morning rides are always very
popular - come and join us, 9am every week,
at Meadowhall Retail Park Sheffield S9 2Y.
ALL bikers are welcome. Ride safe!

ALL SAM Club events are now published
on the SAM Calendar page. Check the
website to ensure you don’t miss
anything. Put the dates in your diaries.
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If you're out & about on your
bike this week, please
consider carrying our Biker
I.C.E. Card. It gives
emergency services staff vital
information about the right
treatment for you, should you

be involved in an accident.
https://iam-sheffield.bike/biker-i-c-e-card/

SAM Social Media
Changing your motorcycle oil is a simple
maintenance task that you can easily do yourself.
Check out this video and follow the 7 steps to
change your bike’s oil.  ⇨ Subscribe here to our
channel: https://bit.ly/castroluk
⇨ Read this blog about how to change your
motorcycle oil:
https://www.castrol.com/en_gb/united-...

Unwritten rules of UK motoring - but
could they get you into trouble?
Reckon you know the unwritten rules
that govern our roads? We list them
all, and find out if you could actually
get into trouble with the law by
obeying them… From the Highway Code to Acts of Parliament,
there’s plenty of scripture to dictate the dos and don’ts of driving
in the UK. Read more…

Highway Code rule change giving
cyclists priority could cause
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'dangerous situations' A change to Highway Code rules which
gives cyclists priority over drivers could cause 'dangerous
situations', the AA has said. The new rules state motorists have
to give way to cyclists and pedestrians at junctions and on
parallel crossings no matter who is first on the road. Read more…

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

#P2WLayerUP - If out riding over the winter,
remember to layer-up and keep yourself warm on
your scooter or motorbike. Wear multiple thin
layers to keep warm, instead of one thick item of
clothing. The wind chill even at 20-30mph will be
sub-zero even on the mildest days.
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***CUTENESS OVERLOAD ALERT***

Meet Willow, Alfie, Holly and Poppy who
are friends of Safer Roads. They are
wearing their reflective collars to help
them to stand out during the darker
mornings and evenings. We hope these
pics put a smile on your face today - they
have ours. #bebrightbeseen

Drinking and driving tonight? Don’t risk
it! If you’re driving, it’s better to have
none for the road! See what happens
when our egg friend doesn’t take our
advice… Make South Yorkshire Roads
Safer. Find out more at:
sysrp.co.uk/drinkdriving

#MakingRoadsSafer #dontdrinkanddrive

Thinking about a scooter or motorbike?
Planning on taking your CBT? Then why not
check out the FREE DVSA RideFree
e-learning modules. See how you
stack-up and what you need to know before
taking the plunge.  Free link on our webpage:-
https://sysrp.co.uk/ridefree

It is illegal to drive or ride if you are
impaired by drugs. This includes
prescription and over-the-counter
medicines as well as illicit substances
such as cannabis or cocaine:
https://sysrp.co.uk/drugdriving
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#barnsley #doncaster #rotherham #sheffield #drugdrive
#Christmas

Around the motorcycling web

Christmas Gift Guide for Bikers 2021
It’s that time of year again where we
talk about Christmas Gifts to get that
biker in your life! Some say
motorcyclists are hard to buy for… I
disagree, which is why we have
produced a few different gift guides

over the years! As well as this, feel free to check out our Money
Saving Tips for Bikers. Read more…

Overlanders can travel light and go
further with Desert Fox Folding Fuel
Cells, which add reserve fuel capacity
without the need to lug around bulky
jerry cans. Designed by serious
overlanders, who understand the need
to keep baggage to a minimum,
Desert Fox Folding Fuel Cells are
lightweight and fold almost flat when not in use, so don’t add
excess bulk like metal or plastic fuel containers. And they look
great. Three sizes are available: a compact three litre, handy six
litre and large capacity 20-litre. Riders can of course choose any
combination of the three to suit their needs, and the carrying
capacity of their machine. Read more…
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Another massive eco-U-Turn from the
Government. It appears that the
relentless onslaught of Downing Street
and Conservative Party scandals are
good for one thing: burying more
contentious news. With the COP26
climate-change summit barely a month

old, vague promises made there are now safely in Government’s
rear-view mirror, the Department for Transport has dumped much
of the plug-in grant subsidy scheme that was available to
encourage electric powered two-wheelers. Read more…

Stop What You're Doing And Watch
This Guy Build A Miniature Engine. Is
it the most fun you'll have today?
Possibly. If you’re the hands-on type,
you’ll most likely appreciate this
Toyan X-Power four-stroke,
two-cylinder engine kit. The story is,
toy engine maker Toyan solicited crowdfunding on both
Kickstarter and Indiegogo to get this toy made earlier in 2021. It
exceeded its goals despite not having a prototype available yet,
because who wouldn’t want to back something this cool? Read

more…

A half trillion dollars to
subsidize renewables would
have raised energy prices,
worsened inflation, and
undermined decarbonization.
But what do we do now? The
centerpiece of President Joe

Biden’s legislative agenda is dead. Senator Joe Manchin today
announced that he could not support Biden’s “Build Back Better”
legislation which consisted of $1.7 trillion in new spending and

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 10 of 21

https://overlandmag.com/features/another-massive-eco-u-turn-from-government/
https://www.rideapart.com/news/555911/toyan-xpower-working-engine-kit/
https://www.rideapart.com/news/555911/toyan-xpower-working-engine-kit/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


would have added $158 billion to the national debt over the next
decade, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office. The largest component of spending, $570 billion, was for
renewables, electric cars, and other climate change investments.
Progressives, environmentalists, and Democrats are furious with
Sen. Manchin, but it was their own climate and renewables
dogmatism that doomed the legislation. Democratic Senators
could have written legislation that expanded nuclear energy and
natural gas, the two main drivers of decarbonization, which are
strongly supported by Manchin, and Republicans, but instead
investments went overwhelmingly to solar panels, wind turbines,
and electric cars. Read more…

I have been asked a lot why I and
some others started an organization
named Biker Lives Matter and why it is
important to me. My answer is simple,
there is a need for an organization
that calls attention to the tragic loss of
lives and livelihoods from motorcycle
crashes. In the 1970s, I became
involved in motorcycle rights and
safety. At the time, motorcycle injury and death rate were high so
the government and insurance companies began trying to pass
laws that they hoped would help protect motorcyclists when
crashes happened. I have been riding motorcycles for 69 years
and both my life and that of the others who ride has always been
important to me. I have seen many people injured and I know too
many that have died. Read more…

All the bikes featured in The Matrix films,
including Resurrections. We explore all
the bikes featured in The Matrix film
franchise, including the ones in the
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newest movie, The Matrix Resurrections. Over 20 years since the
release of the first film, we are finally going back into the Matrix
with the release of Resurrections. It’s the fourth film in a series
that both revolutionised cinema with pioneering special effects
like bullet time and spurred countless conversations about the
nature of reality. Plus, there were motorcycles in it, which is the
perfect excuse for Bikesure to take a look at the series and figure
out the best bikes to help you escape from the
computer-simulated illusion that we’re all trapped inside.

Every internal combustion
engine needs fuel, and a
gasoline engine’s cylinders need
a mixture of air and fuel vapor
that is always in the range
between 12.5:1 and 14:1.
Normal spark ignition is able to

fire mixtures between 18:1 and 10:1. Best power is given at
12.5:1. And chemically correct or “stoichiometric” combustion
occurs at 14:1. Chemically correct means that fuel and air are
proportioned such that the only products of combustion are water
and carbon dioxide, with nothing left over. Read more…

From Saturday, December 18
2021, travellers from the UK will
not be able to enter France
unless they have an essential
reason – as defined by French
officials. French nationals and
residents are… Read more…
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And finally, Curtiss Motorcycles have
unveiled their first production electric
bike, the One. The American firm that
was born out of petrol bike brand
Confederate says the One will go into
production next year at an eye watering
price of £87,000.

dailyTIP

Shopping For A Bike . . .

Handlebars and controls should be within easy reach. Choose a model that’s easy for
you to get on and off the center stand; if it feels too heavy, it probably is.

@MOTORESS LATEST TWEETS

Kevin Williams

Managing awkward
mini-roundabouts. Although this is
a topic I keep coming back to, it's
because the issue keeps coming up.
This time, a question - actually more
of a comment - about negotiating
tight mini-roundabouts came  my

way, and I promised to offer some pointers on how to make a
better job of negotiating them. Turning left… Read more…
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Turning in a confined space. This is
the second of two articles, in response to
a recent comment about negotiating
tight mini-roundabouts and my
promise to offer some pointers on how to
do a better job of negotiating them.
It's important to start with some basic
understanding of the dynamics of getting a bit to turn. Cornering
consists of two parts: getting the bike off the vertical to the
chosen lean angle - it's called 'roll' maintaining and adjusting the
lean angle to keep the bike on line around the corner OK, first
question. "How much lean do we need?" The precise lean angle
for any particular bend is dependent on our speed and the radius
of the turn. Once at 'normal' riding speeds, whilst we can lean
further to get round a tighter corner, the more… Read more…

Counterweighting and cornering
confusion. A recurring theme on
my riding courses is dealing with
riders who've attempted to
improve their technique, but have
based it on a misunderstanding, or
occasionally downright bad advice.
Not so long ago, I was at Brands
Hatch, where I was giving my

regular 'Crash Course' presentation. I'd just talked about how
counter-steering gets a bike turning, when I wandered outside to
find half the attendees gathered around a trackday rider who was
showing them how he trains track riders to steer. He had the bike
on the stands and was demonstrating how if he physically threw
his body to the left, the bike tipped over to the left on the stands.
"That's how you steer on the track" he confidently announced to
the adoring audience, "throw your weight … Read more…
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Pick a crash, any crash. As it's the
Christmas holidays it's a short one
today, but hopefully one to make
you think. If you're going to crash,
WHERE will you aim? Think about
the scenario of a vehicle pulling out
from the left, turning right and thus
across our path. Many riders would
plump for a swerve to the right. But
think where that takes us - it's onto
the other side of the road. Now IF it's clear of oncoming traffic,
that may get us out of trouble…but what if there is something
coming the other way? Having dodged the emerging driver who
spotted me halfway through his manoeuver, hitting the brakes
and blocking the road, the driver coming the other way clearly
thought I was just a nuisance by taking evasive action and simply
didn't bat an eyelid… Read more…

Ongoing mentoring.
One of the biggest
weaknesses with our
rider and driver
training model -
thanks in large part

to the "get trained, take a test, pass and you're qualified" models
that operate at basic and post-test levels - is that it's still largely
seen as a one-shot affair. You get coaching, and after that, you…
Read more…
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SoS December 18 Turning
right at mini-roundabouts.
The other day I got a question
about machine control when
turning right at a
mini-roundabout. It was
triggered by my pair of '60
Second Safety' videos covering this particular feature of road
design. In the second of the two videos I mentioned one
particular junction where the placement of the… Read more…

Elevenses 198 Sun 19 Dec. in today's
show... motorcycle instructors issued
hundreds of false riding certificates to
gang members in New Zealand...
Italian authorities make riding

off-road illegal... Kymco invested in Harley-Davidson to jointly
launch the Livewire brand on the New York s… Watch here…

Mythbusting Monday Dec
20 Code's 'wide screen
vision' is flawed. A
well-accepted idea in
some advanced riding
circles is that with
practice we can develop a
technique which allows us to extending our conscious awareness
into our peripheral vision. The idea is that we can become aware
of, and monitor, hazards without actually moving our eyes. So
where did this… Read more…
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For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have
known that the most common
collision between a motorcycle and
another vehicle happens when the
motorcyclist has right-of-way and
another driver turns into the rider’s
path. All the way back in 1977, US
researcher Harry Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…

IAM RoadSmart News

NEW rules for towing a trailer
with a car! The rules about
towing a trailer or caravan with a
car changed on 16 December
2021. Make sure you know how
the changes affect you.

https://www.gov.uk/.../new-rules-for-towing-a-trailer-or...

We believe that older drivers bring a
host of experience to UK roads, so it’s
no wonder they are statistically one of
the safest groups behind the wheel.
But if you feel you or someone you
care about could benefit from IAM
RoadSmart's Mature Driver Review,
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then this is just for you!
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/guidance-for-older-drivers

Majority of motorists putting
themselves at risk of drink driving
A survey commissioned by IAM
RoadSmart has revealed that the
majority of motorists are unaware
of the amount of alcohol that will
tip them over the limit, while half
admit they are prepared to drive

the morning after festive drinks or their Christmas party.

Want to become a safer
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads can
be a dangerous place, even for
the most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you
with the skills to correctly
anticipate, and plan for, the hazards you encounter on your rides.
Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Take care and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists
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Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Meetings are for club members, observers, associates and ANY
biker interested in taking an advanced rider course. Meetings are
usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: TBA
● Next SAM Club Night: TBA
● Autumn Breakfast Meet: October 2021 - details to follow.
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● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you

making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 20 of 21

http://treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike
http://sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike/
https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldAndDistrictAdvancedMotorcyclistsSam/
https://twitter.com/Sheff_IAMBike
https://www.instagram.com/sheffieldadvancedmotorcyclists/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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