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Editorial
Now Christmas is over and unseasonably warm weather has
arrived, it’s time to think about what to do in ‘22. There are no
guarantees in a riding life but we can all dream about what we
would like to be doing. So, what’s your dream for yourself, your
family, your biking and your Club? Send us an email to let us
know what you are wishing for in the next 12 months. We’ll share
it, anonymously, with all our SAM Club friends and supporters.
One thing you can look forward to is the Annual SAM Photo
Competition. Send your entries to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. The winner will be announced at
the SAM AGM in April.

This week the digest of news shows you that the annual tradition
of biker’s dressing up in Santa outfits continues uninterrupted by
a small thing like a pandemic! There’s a story about the
helmet-fitted stop/indicator light accessory along with a warning
that they are illegal on any new helmet. Along with all other
helmet accessories, including communication devices, that are
not fitted and tested by an approved manufacturer.

Ducati have brought out their first electric racing bike. If it's as
good as their fossil-fueled bikes we can expect some great racing
excitement. How do you control your bike in a skid? How do you
perform a crash-free u-turn? If you already know you still might
want to read another opinion.

You'll read about the blind biker who bought a bike so that his
friends could take him for a ride on it. No insurance company
would offer cover. But the story does have a happy ending. You
can read about the latest social media craze of putting fairy lights
on your car, taking photos and putting them on social media. It’s
illegal, so the police have prima facie evidence to pursue a
motoring conviction. Finally, Mental Health Motobike have got a
little anxious about Peppa Pig. There’s lots more to read too.
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Anyone interested in SAM activities can find them, including the
SAM and Survival Skills newsletters, on the SAM website. SAM
Club members can find all the latest Club events on the website’s
Calendar. Read, enjoy and share your Club’s newsletter with ALL
your friends and family. Until next week…

Happy New Year everyone. The SAM Committee wishes you all
happiness and  prosperity in 2022. Stay healthy and ride safe, Ed.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and website hosting and use social media. All of
which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are not getting the
Club information circulated just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website.
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Paul Conway
Editor & webmaster
Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists

SAM News

Bikers dressed as Santa drop off
gifts for vulnerable children Bikers
dressed as Santa Claus and elves
rode through a county to deliver
thousands of presents for vulnerable
children. More than 150 bikers and
their passengers set off from Long

Eaton on Saturday to drop the gifts at charity Safe and Sound in
Darley Abbey. Read more…

Helmet Brake Light Startup Seeks
Crowdfunding To Get More Riders Seen
Getting seen by other road traffic when
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you’re riding is a constant challenge for riders. If you get
rear-ended in a car, it’s annoying and possibly expensive, but
often doesn’t result in serious injuries. However, the same thing
happening on a motorcycle can be a whole different story—and
it’s one that Third Eye Design created InView, its wireless helmet
and brake turn signal light, to help prevent. Read more…

Ducati's First Electric Motorcycle Is Built For Racing And Looks
Damn Good Ducati will become the spec supplier for the

all-electric MotoE championship
beginning in 2023. The all-electric
MotoE series has been running three
years strong now, supporting the
top MotoGP championship at a
handful of races per year. It’s a spec
series where all teams use the same

bike — the Energica Ego Corsa — that offers about 160
horsepower and has clocked as much as 160 mph at some tracks
on the calendar. That’s quite a ways off from the 220 mph that
the premier-class rockets hit on Mugello’s mega-long straight, but
then MotoE is still in its infancy, and the racing is nevertheless fun
to watch. Read more…

Learn To Control Motorcycle Skid
To Become A Safe Rider Riding a
two-wheeler, across the wide,
open lanes is as tranquil and it's
exciting. Confused? As much as
this statement sounds
contradictory, speed, if exhibited
within the measures of control, can be peaceful, whilst riding a
bike. But then, when do we actually adhere to the speed limits
with an endless road lying in front, unexplored? Regardless of the
inclination to drive fast, it is important for you to display restraint.
Plus, it is also necessary to learn better motorcycle control to
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avoid skidding, one of the primary reasons that lead to numerous
bike accidents. Read more…

Danish Parliament Adopts Roadside Motorcycle Inspections. From
1 January 2022 Denmark will introduce roadside inspections of

motorcycles instead of periodic
inspections. There will be severe
fines for motorcycles exceeding noise
limits. On Tuesday 21 December
2021 a majority in the Danish
parliament voted to pass the
so-called law on roadside inspections

of motorcycles. It gives the Danish Transport Authority “access to
carry out roadside checks of motorcycles’ technical condition and
whether they make too much noise,” according to a press release
from the Danish ministry of transport. Read more…

You know your day is going to be a weird
one when you switch the breakfast TV on
and Peppa Pig arrives riding a very special
motorbike…￼Watch here…

'Insurers outright refused to insure
my motorbike because I'm registered
disabled' Anyone can own and insure
a vehicle even if they have no licence,
but the process is often difficult and
means sellers and insurance firms
reject customers out of hand. A keen
motorcyclist has told of his fight to
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keep riding when he became blind and insurers refused to cover
him even as a passenger - barring him from enjoying his love of
the open road. Kevin Grainger, 55, from Darlington, fell in love
with motorbikes aged 14, when his grandfather bought him a
Yamaha FS1E moped. Read more…

This detailed tutorial on how to ride tight u turns on any
motorcycle is taught by a 24
year veteran of the motorcycle
training industry. A veteran in
instructor for Police, Military
and civilians, domestic and
international. Sit back and
listen to details and
explanations that will truly
help you master U-turns on your Harley Davidson, BMW, Honda
or any other large motorcycle whether it's a cruiser, touring bike,
sportbike or Adventure bike. This is the best "how to" video on
YouTube for U-turns. Bret Tkacs is also the author of Washington
State's newest rider curriculum series for new and experienced
riders. Watch here…

Highway code Christmas warning:
Trend causes fines and drivers to
invalidate insurance. People enjoy
putting up their decorations over
Christmas and the New Year, but one
viral trend could lead to motorists
getting into trouble and receiving a
hefty fine. A simple car modification

could land drivers in trouble this Christmas. Social media trends
are common, but some may fall foul of the rules laid out in the
Highway Code. One particular viral trend, involving fairy lights as
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car accessories, could see motorists end up with fines, or even
worse. Read more…

Arc releases naked photo of its frameless Vector electric
motorbike. It's been a rocky road for the UK's Arc motorcycles
thus far, trying to bring what it calls "the world's most advanced
fully electric motorcycle of its kind" into reality. Since we first saw
this terrific-looking machine in 2018, the company's been
crowdfunded, invested in, put into administration and bought
back by its founder. Read more…

Classic car owners could be 'penalised a lot more' under car tax
pay per mile changes. CLASSIC car
owners could be "penalised a lot
more" than other road users in the
event of new pay per mile car tax
changes. Gary Wilson, Head of the
Historic and Classic Vehicle Alliance
has warned it would be a “real

shame” if classics were “subsumed” into a new road pricing
scheme. He warns classic cars older than 40 years are currently
exempt meaning any changes to taxation means drivers will have
“still paid more”. Read more…

UK drivers' anger over car ownership
ban proposals - 'They haven't thought
this through'UK MOTORISTS have hit
back at the Government over
suggestions that private car
ownership could eventually be
banned. Transport Minister Trudy Harrison called for the country
to move away from car ownership with shared mobility instead
becoming the norm. She called for a system that is “fit for the
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future” and said the UK needed to depart from “20th century
thinking centred around private vehicle ownership”. Read more…

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

Alcohol gives you a surge in
confidence and a false sense of
invincibility. This makes you far
more likely to take risks which on
the road can be lethal. Please avoid
alcohol if you need to drive. Get
home safely for #Christmas
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#nonefortheroad #barnsley #rotherham #sheffield #doncaster

Is your son or daughter learning to
drive? We are offering FREE
3-months access to Driving Test
Success. Visit
sysrp.co.uk/driving-success.

#HighwayCode #theorytest

In icy
or snowy weather we advise that
you do not travel unless your
journey is essential. If you do decide
to travel, take extra care and allow
more time for your journey.

Not wearing a seatbelt can be a
fatal decision even on short,
familiar journeys and at low
speeds. Wear your seatbelt
correctly so it can offer you the
best possible protection in a
crash. More information about
seatbelt law, the penalties for
not wearing them and any
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exemptions to the rules can be found on the government website.

Light Up Our Roads is about all
road users coming together to
'stand up to the darkness' by
taking steps - such as checking
lights are working - to reduce
collisions and casualties during
the Winter months. Our
campaign, which forms part of Be
Bright Be Seen, also reminds
cyclists, runners and pedestrians
to wear something bright and
reflective so they are more

visible to other road users in low light conditions. Motorists too
are encouraged to be vigilant and on the lookout for more
vulnerable road users to reduce the chances of a collision.

Around the motorcycling web

UK Army Joins The Bandwagon In
Testing Electric Motorcycles For ‘Air
Portability’Let’s face it – electric
motorcycles weren’t chosen by the
masses because they were easier
to make, better, more fool-proof.
That’s the dream, but not the

reality. They do, however, pose a huge potential for the future
when it comes to energy efficiency and functional usefulness –
and for the UK military, that future is now. A report from The
Defense Post states that the British army has been finding electric
motorcycles incredibly useful when it comes to ‘air portability’, or
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in ‘airdrop’ situations where the bike can be flown in for remote
op missions. Read more…

WINTER CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE
SHOW CANCELLED. The popular
Classic Bike Guide Winter Classic
motorcycle show, due to be held
at Newark Showground on
January 8/9 2022, has been
cancelled. The current surge in
Omicron cases across the UK and
Europe, and the Government’s predicted “tidal wave of infections”
in January, have been the deciding factor for the organisers,
Mortons Media Group Ltd. with the safety of everyone being the
number one priority. Read more…

7 Places To Ride To Up North This
Christmas. Here at We Buy Any
Bike, we are based in Yorkshire,
so we thought we’d share our
collective favourite places to ride
to on Christmas! For many of us,
it simply isn’t Christmas without a
festive ride. The roads are

generally quiet, and for some of us, it can be a family tradition!
These are just some iconic places in Northern England. If you
have any other suggestions, don’t forget to leave them in the
comments! Read more…

Royal Enfield Successfully
Completes Quest For The South
Pole. 90° SOUTH – QUEST FOR
THE POLE, first-of-its-kind
expedition on Royal Enfield
Himalayans, commemorates 120
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years of adventure and exploration on motorcycles. Milwaukee,
WI (Wednesday, December 22, 2021) – Royal Enfield, the world’s
oldest motorcycle brand in continuous production since 1901, has
tested the endurance of man and machine time and again, and
last week, it made history once again by successfully completing
the 90° SOUTH Expedition, the quest for the South Pole on the
Royal Enfield Himalayan. This extraordinary endeavor is a tribute
to the brand’s 120-year commitment to pure motorcycling, and to
the courage and resilience of countless riders and explorers who
have made history on two wheels. Read more…

Aptera Motors Beta Vehicle. Happy Holidays from Beta! It’s been
a BUSY last few weeks for
Aptera. We’ve been hard at
work building our first Beta
vehicles and now we can
gladly say the long hours have
paid off. We achieved our goal
of taking our first drive in
Beta before year’s end and we
cannot wait to share more
footage with the entire Aptera
family soon! Over the last few weeks, we finished the assembly
and fine tuning of our very first Beta, which includes impressive
improvements in the front and rear suspension as well as neater
cable routing of our in-wheel motors. This first Beta will be used
for vehicle dynamics testing and for the validation of our
suspension design. Read more…

Exhausting Ductility. Bending
the lid, and your bike.The
wonderful property that
distinguishes metals from
other elements is ductility, the
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ability to deform without breaking, much like an imaginary
superstrong taffy. On the one hand, ductility makes it possible for
us to form sheet metal by rolling or pressing it into almost any
desired shape. And on the other, a material that bends or
stretches takes a great deal more energy to break than a brittle
material such as a ceramic. Many metals yield 10 to 30 percent
before breaking, a process which requires exerting high force
over significant distance and amounts to considerable energy.
That is toughness. Read more…

When Asad Mirza, 36, decided he wanted to
take his riding up a notch, he discovered a
problem: despite his native India having a
population of one billion people, not one of
them is an advanced riding… Read more…

You know what sucks? When your
bike falls over. While the
circumstances that put it there may
call for different reactions, one thing
remains the same no matter what:
You have to pick it up somehow. The
bigger the bike, the more

intimidating that might seem. What do you do? Plenty of riding
instructors teach methods to help you pick up a downed bike, but
the moment of truth may seem much different when you finally
face it. Plus, what if you have a back or other injury that isn’t bad
enough to keep you from riding, but that also makes it a less
than smart idea for you to be putting additional strain on yourself
if you don’t absolutely have to? That’s the problem that French
startup Airsink wants to solve. Read more…
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https://www.rideapart.com/news/542587/solo-bike-lifting-off-road/
https://www.rideapart.com/features/282597/harley-shows-pick-up-bike/
https://www.rideapart.com/news/557291/airbiker-airsink-inflatable-portable-device/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


5 ways to make
motorcycling safer. I love
motorbikes and everything
about them, and I know
I’m not the only one. But
there are still plenty of
people out there who are
petrified at the thought of
swinging their leg over a
two-wheeled streak of
lightning. And I can sort of

see why, when the only time motorcycles feature in the ‘normal’
news, is for all the wrong reasons. It’s usually the news that
someone else has crashed and broken their legs or been attacked
by a hammer-wielding thug. That kind of stuff is frightening. So if
we want to make motorcycling more appealing to the masses,
perhaps we need to make it safer. And I don’t think it’s that
difficult to do. So here are five ways that will, if you ask me,
definitely have the potential to make motorcycling safer for a lot
of people. Read more…

dailyTIP

If You're Feeling Fearful While Cornering. . .

Watch your hands, don't let them tighten on the handlebars; hold them loosely.

@MOTORESS LATEST TWEETS
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Kevin Williams
*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses
199 Wed 22 Dec in today's show...
Man breaks own finger in bike
crash compensation scam... Sunra
UK move to cover reduction in EV
grant... Toronto bike show
cancelled due to Omicron... French

e-bike manufacturer brings production home... Ducati debut their
prototype MotoE bike... Poimo show off inflatable e-scooter... holy
Batbike Robin - it's under the hammer... Oxford Products baffled
by arithmetic... a cheaper bar mount for your phone... today's
better biking tip - thottle AND turn - avoiding the grip trap…

*** 60 Second Safety ***
Signs at blind junctions. 60
Second Safety is a series of
short Better Biking tips from
Survival Skills Rider Training.
The previous two videos have
explained how road signs can
give us warning of hazards
that are out of sight. But we have to understand what they are
saying. This one draws a map of the road ahead - three side
turnings mixed in with two bends. So how will that affect the
views? Will we be able to see turning vehicles? Will their drivers
be able to see us? Here's the first turning to the left - the side
road looks clear. And we also have a reasonable view of the
turning on the right. The third turning must be round the next
bend. Here it is - notice the Vision Blocker on our right - so
what's behind it? Just as well I approached cautiously - what if
the driver had started to turn across my path? And here's another
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sign - read it top down, so there's a turning on the left, then the
crossroads. And note the sign is on a hi-vis background - which
means the road engineer wants me to see it - and SLOW is
painted on the road. Let's approach cautiously.

The turning on the left is clear, so how about the crossroads?
Remember vehicles could go either way. Was I in the driver's
blind spot? I'll never know.

*** MERRY CHRISTMAS ***

I'm having a day off today, so will just
take the opportunity to wish everyone a
very Merry Christmas and best wishes
for Happy New Year and a better year
of biking for all of us!

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses
200 Sun 26 Dec in today's show...
Tesla under investigation -
again... with estimated 1/2
million illegal e-scooter in use,
hire scheme trials to be
extended... Italian company trials
vehicle inductive charging... registered blind rider struggles to get
insurance for someone else to ride his bike... yet another 'unique'
helmet brake light... scooter owner takes bike for dip in the
jacuzzi... … Make a brew, grab a biscuit and pull up a chair ready
to tune in to the 'ELEVENSES' LIVE webcast. Join me, Kevin
Williams, twice a week on Wednesday and Sunday at 11am at
www.facebook.com/survivalskills for 30 minutes of topical news,
controversial views and better biking tips!
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For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have
known that the most common
collision between a motorcycle and
another vehicle happens when the
motorcyclist has right-of-way and
another driver turns into the rider’s
path. All the way back in 1977, US
researcher Harry Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…

IAM RoadSmart News

50% of drivers confessed they were
likely to get behind the wheel the next
morning following festive drinks, even
though it takes many hours before
large amounts of alcohol leave the
blood stream. https://bit.ly/3dUYhIB

Neil Greig, Director of Policy and
Research at IAM RoadSmart, said:
“Worryingly, the research also

highlights that there is still real ignorance regarding how much
alcohol is enough before it is illegal to drive. Although motorists
may well think they know how many drinks will typically tip them
over the limit, individual characteristics such as body weight, food
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consumption, gender and metabolism will also determine the
reading." #NoneForTheRoad

Before you set off on your journey
today, why not take a minute to
recognise how you really feel? We
have 5 wellbeing top tips just for
you
 https://youtu.be/8U3TnAQQVC0

Want to become a safer
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads can
be a dangerous place, even for
the most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you
with the skills to correctly

anticipate, and plan for, the hazards you encounter on your rides.
Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Take care and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152
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Meetings are for club members, observers, associates and ANY
biker interested in taking an advanced rider course. Meetings are
usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: TBA
● Next SAM Club Night: TBA
● Autumn Breakfast Meet: October 2021 - details to follow.
● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the

basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
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quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you

making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
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advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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