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Editorial
What a week! Make a few changes to the Highway Code and
everyone has an opinion. Most of the yards of published and
online comment has been pretty negative. The UK Government's
lack of effective communication of the changes was quoted most
often. This has simply spread a lot of misunderstanding,
misdirection and disinformation. There are lots of scary stories
about the dangers of stopping when turning into junctions and
increasing incidents of 'road rage'. How could any government
Minister, Civil Servant, government Department, or group of MPs,
think there would not be a public furore when using a 'blame
model' of ‘hierarchical responsibility’. It's a wonder the implied
threats didn't lead to open riots! Social media has been a
godsend for those intent on painting the worst picture possible
about changes designed to help give more clarity and better
protection to 'vulnerable' road users. They persistently forgot to
include motorcyclists!

Having said all of that, I think it's time to take a breath. The UK
Government is very clear when it says, "...Everyone has an
equal right to use the road, and they should do so in a
safe, considerate and responsible manner." Whilst it goes on
to say that it is '...important that The Highway Code keeps pace
with change and reflects the safety needs of the most vulnerable
road user groups." The question arises aren't ALL road users
'vulnerable' at some point in their journeys? Before the changes
came into force, on the 29th January 2022, there was a chorus of
objections from road safety organisations on the way the changes
are being communicated and implemented. I have yet to find a
horse that has read the highway code, but I live in hope! This
would also apply to a lot of horse riders, cyclists and pedestrians
too. It would, in my opinion, be a much more successful change if
the primary message was that "Everyone has an equal right to
use the road...and...should do so in a  safe, considerate
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and responsible manner." Using a 'blame model' with a
'hierarchy of responsibility' only serves, as clearly shown by the
public response, to be divisive and set one group of road users
against another.

Helpfully for SAM members and our supporters, Chris Dun
(Chairman, West Yorkshire Advanced Motorcyclists), a barrister in
his day job, tells us different interpretations in law of terms such
as 'should' and 'must'. Kevin Knight, Derbyshire and Hope Valley
IAM has written a clear and concise article on the new Highway
Code changes. IAM RoadSmart have published a set of graphics
to make the changes very clear in colourful pictures.

Now that the UK Government has got road users really vexed,
perhaps they could sort out another problem with our highways.
Isn't it time to sort out the crumbling road infrastructure, or is
that the next thing they will mess up?

Whilst you are all out and about why not stop and take a snap to
upload or send in for the SAM Annual Photo Competition. The
entry form is set up on the website. You can upload up to 10
images, in either *.jpg or *.png format. Don’t forget to give a
number and label to each photo in the text box. Our security
ensures that only suitable images are uploaded and will rename
the file to prevent any subsequent access to it.  You can upload
your entries here, or send them to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. The winner will be announced at
the SAM AGM in April.

Anyone interested in SAM activities can find them, including the
SAM and Survival Skills newsletters, on the SAM website. SAM
Club members can find all the latest Club events on the website’s
Calendar. Read, enjoy and share your Club’s newsletter with ALL
your friends and family. Until next week stay healthy and ride
safely.
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Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website.

Paul Conway
Editor & webmaster
Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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SAM Social Media News

Safety charity slams lack of
communication over Highway Code
changes. IAM RoadSmart and the
National Motorcyclists Council reckon
there isn't enough awareness about
changes.A road safety organisation has

blasted a “lack of communication” from the government after it
made “sweeping” changes to the Highway Code. IAM RoadSmart,
the trading name of the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM),
said low awareness of the changes, which come into force on
January 29, could cause drivers to break the rules inadvertently.
Read more…
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Code breaker…motorists in danger of
breaking the new “rules of the
road”The UK’s leading road safety
charity, IAM RoadSmart, has warned
that a lack of communication from
the government regarding the
sweeping changes to the Highway
Code set to come into force on the 29th January means that
many motorists will be running the risk of inadvertently breaking
the rules of the road. Read more…

The legal position is confusing. Also
there is a difference between criminal
and civil liability. Shall and must are
generally interpreted as mandatory,
whereas should is considered to be
discretionary. However, if a
pedestrian is injured as a result of a

non compliance with the rule, then a civil court might well come to the
conclusion that non compliance with the rule when you should have, gives
rise to liability. In a criminal case, the non compliance with the rule would
have to be such that the driving either fell below or far below the standard
expected of the competent and careful driver before it gave rise to criminal
culpability. From a practical point of view, it means that vehicles on a main
road (or us on our motorcycles) may stop to give effect to this rule. That
means following motorcyclists (or motorcyclists if they have stopped) are
vulnerable to collisions from behind from drivers who are unaware of the
rule, or have not expected the vehicle or motorcycle to stop. It’s an extra
thing to watch out for at junctions. In reality, most pedestrians will be
unaware of their new found priority, and most vehicles will stop in such a
situation if a pedestrian is on the road anyway. (Many thanks to Chris Dunn,
Chairman, West Yorkshire Advanced Motorcyclists for this barrister’s
insight).
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In December at the NEC we had
22 volunteers at the event who
delivered MHFA support sessions.
Some of those were life saving
interventions… We continue to
provide volunteers to listen &
support other bikers when they
need a non-judgemental friendly face. We’d love to have you in
our team - grab a place on our next course in Feb & grab a
bargain price MHFA qualification to become part of our fast
growing team. Email admin@mhmotorbike.com for more details.
#MentalHealthMotorbike #mhmotorbike #docbike
#motorbikerelay #MHFAEngland #MentalHealth

Now we are out of Covid
restrictions the InSpireRide
charity motorcycle Ride-In and
event at the International Bomber
Command Centre, Lincoln returns
on 29th May 2022. All the details
you need are at

www.inspireride.org.uk

North Coast 500: Scottish route
named UK's 'most dangerous' It is
one of the UK's most scenic routes
and has exploded in popularity in
recent years. But now Scotland's
answer to the famous Route 66
Highway - the North Coast 500 -
has been revealed as the country's most dangerous road. The
516-mile long road trip, which covers the northern coasts of
Scotland, had been surging in popularity over the past few years
before the outbreak of the pandemic. Read more…
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Stafford Classic Bike Show
IS BACK for 2022 and
boy...do we have some
exciting plans for you!
Since its early days, the
core of the event has
always been about
providing the best

experience for the classic motorcyclist, which is still the ethos for
the show today. The show has seen many a change over the
years, and we’re always looking for new and exciting things to
offer our visitors the very best, all in one place. Keep an eye out
for more information! Visit www.staffordclassicbikeshows.com

New Highway Code Changes
Simply and Clearly Explained.
The Highway Code: 8 changes
you need to know from 29
January 2022. Rules for all types
of road users will be updated in
The Highway Code to improve
the safety of people walking, cycling and riding horses. Read
more…
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

Happy #humpday!

Speaking of humps 'n' bumps...please
get strapped in, in your car. Not wearing
a seatbelt is both dangerous and illegal.

In a crash you're twice as likely to die if
you are not wearing a seatbelt:
https://sysrp.co.uk/seatbelts.

#wednesdaywisdom #WednesdayMotivation

Regular tyre safety checks reduce the
risks of an incident while on the
roads. But an estimated one-in-five
drivers have never checked the
tread on their tyres, a startling
number which rises to one-in-three
among young drivers:
https://sysrp.co.uk/tyre-safety
South Yorkshire Police

FRIDAY FACT ALERT: It is illegal to
drive or ride if you are impaired by
drugs. This includes prescription and
over-the-counter medicines as well as
illicit substances such as cannabis or
cocaine. For more:
https://sysrp.co.uk/drugdriving
#barnsley #doncaster #sheffield
#rotherham
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Horse riders have a right to use the
public highway, and can do so in single
or double file.

When driving or riding on country roads
(indeed, at all times) you should always
be prepared for an encounter with a
horse rider or horse convoy. Find out
more: https://sysrp.co.uk/horses

Happy Sunday #barnsley
#doncaster #sheffield and
#rotherham. If you've got a date
with the pub today, please
remember there is no safe limit for
the amount of alcohol you can have
before driving. There is also no way
of knowing how long it will take for
alcohol to be processed.

Young men are over-represented in
speeding-related casualties. A
campaign by THINK Road Safety is
encouraging high-risk young male
drivers to rethink their need to speed
when making journeys:
https://sysrp.co.uk/speed

#slowdown #safespeeds
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https://www.facebook.com/THINKroadsafety/?__cft__[0]=AZU7dyrbYppSka9pY2sswrkNe43-EPJspLTUUpahJfkUcRY-1D7NEAycYJh5hxd3AXrLmhNRHAGQZfemwZfTVl4Jh9NIAl016zQyU3aIr661NRAbZimI8RmmMNdLSqV4f1p6fz8Tq2f6SJIlBjW0bTAp&__tn__=kK-R
https://sysrp.co.uk/speed?fbclid=IwAR3FPJKlmfL5bhreHrrpagD0unDeA5TajnuxUgE1Jyr7bygQHem47cPvVik
https://sysrp.co.uk/speed?fbclid=IwAR3FPJKlmfL5bhreHrrpagD0unDeA5TajnuxUgE1Jyr7bygQHem47cPvVik
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/slowdown?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZU7dyrbYppSka9pY2sswrkNe43-EPJspLTUUpahJfkUcRY-1D7NEAycYJh5hxd3AXrLmhNRHAGQZfemwZfTVl4Jh9NIAl016zQyU3aIr661NRAbZimI8RmmMNdLSqV4f1p6fz8Tq2f6SJIlBjW0bTAp&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/safespeeds?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZU7dyrbYppSka9pY2sswrkNe43-EPJspLTUUpahJfkUcRY-1D7NEAycYJh5hxd3AXrLmhNRHAGQZfemwZfTVl4Jh9NIAl016zQyU3aIr661NRAbZimI8RmmMNdLSqV4f1p6fz8Tq2f6SJIlBjW0bTAp&__tn__=*NK-R
https://iam-sheffield.bike


The Highway Code has been changed
to improve safety  for people walking,
cycling and horse riding. Check the
changes, let’s keep each other safe.

https://sysrp.co.uk/news/codechanges #HighwayCode

Kevin Williams
For many years road safety experts, police
and motorcyclists have known that the
most common collision between a
motorcycle and another vehicle happens
when the motorcyclist has right-of-way and
another driver turns into the rider’s path.
All the way back in 1977, US researcher

Harry Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…
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IAM RoadSmart News

IAM RoadSmart surveyed 10,000
people and a resounding 85%
were unaware of what the Dutch
Reach is, and this is just one of
the new rules and changes
introduced to The Highway Code
yesterday. Do you practice the
Dutch Reach when getting out of
a vehicle? Department for
Transport THINK Road Safety

https://bit.ly/3AsYkpI

Do you know what an Alcolock is? If so, pop your
answers down in the comments section.
#NoneForTheRoad #RoadSafety

Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads can
be a dangerous place, even for
the most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you
with the skills to correctly
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anticipate, and plan for, the hazards you encounter on your rides.
Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Take care and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Meetings are for club members, observers, associates and ANY
biker interested in taking an advanced rider course. Meetings are
usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist
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If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 2nd February 2022
● Next SAM Club Night: 7th February 2022
● Autumn Breakfast Meet: October 2021 - details to follow.
● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the

basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you

making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
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What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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