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Editorial
After telling everyone that I didn't have COVID, now I do! A trip
to the RHH for 2 hours in the care of 3 nurses and a doctor, has
left me a little under the weather. However, your SAM Newsletter
is here! In this week's digest there are recall notices on Yamaha
MT-09, MT-09 SP, Tracer 9 and Tracer 9 GT bikes. There is quite a
serious issue with bikes stalling when changing down and the
throttle might not respond normally. The Belgian research group
Vias is suggesting that bikers fit into one of eight categories.
There was a clear omission because a SAM Club Rider category
was not in the list! IAM RoadSmart have shown that 20% of
drivers aren't aware of recent changes to the Highway Code. After
a 3 month wait, my new copy arrived in the post last Monday. My
pillion is avidly reading it so that she will know when I'm not
riding in accordance with the new rules and obligations!

Now the warm weather has arrived, there are some timely tips
about safer riding from John Taylor, T/Sergeant for Roads
Policing. There are also the usual reminders about biking events
taking place within our riding distance. Steve Bennett is still
taking donations for his 24-hour charity ride from Land's End to
John O'Groats. There is also a notice of the next SAM Club Night.
Finally, as if we haven't endured enough with persistent COVID,
there are quite a few SAM Club members who are having a
difficult time with some serious health problems. Everyone in your
Club sends you the very best wishes at this difficult time in life.
Stay in touch to share more stories about bikes, bikers and
biking.

SAM Club members can find all the latest Club events on the
website’s Calendar. Read, enjoy and share your Club’s newsletter
with ALL your friends and family. Until next week stay healthy and
ride safely.
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Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their considerable expenditure when helping you to become an
advanced motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
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stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website.

Paul Conway
Editor & Website Support, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists

SAM Social Media News

Federation of European Motorcyclists'
Associations
MANUFACTURERS' RECALL: Improper
configuration of the Engine Control Unit
of your Yamaha MT-09, MT-09 SP, Tracer
9 or Tracer 9 GT may lead to one of the
following malfunctions:
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- when changing down a gear, the motorcycle could stall while
declutching is incomplete

- when slowing down, if the accelerator is activated slightly, the
motorcycle could stall during the deceleration phase

- when the throttle handle is completely closed, the engine signal
could light up and the accelerator response could be inoperative.

- the engine signal may not light up when a component or system
error occurs.

As a result, the rider can lose control of the vehicle. FEMA,
Europe's leading motorcyclists' organisation, shows you all
recalls: www.femamotorcycling.eu/recalls
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Courtesy of Curvy Riders
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SAM Club Saturday Meetings

So much fun meeting up 9am every Saturday

THERE ARE EIGHT CATEGORIES
OF MOTORCYCLISTS, SO WHERE
DO YOU FIT IN?  The Belgian
research group, Vias, has
determined eight categories of
motorcyclists in a study of
Belgian bikers, so what type of

rider are you? Vias, a research group from Belgium, has
conducted a study into motorcyclists, from which they have
determined the categories of motorcyclists. The study was
conducted using a sample of 3,000 16-years-old-and-over
Belgians, according to the British Motorcyclists Federation (BMF),
and from those 3,000 participants, eight categories were
discovered. Read more…
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Fifth of UK drivers still
unaware of January Highway
Code changes. IAM
RoadSmart estimates more
than seven million drivers
could have no idea about
changes introduced in
January. A fifth of UK
motorists are still unaware of changes to the Highway Code that
came into force in January, according to new research. A study of
1,000 UK drivers by IAM RoadSmart found 20 percent were
completely unaware of changes to the code, which now sees
vulnerable road users take precedence over motorised vehicles.
The changes to the code were introduced on January 29, 2022,
and include a new hierarchy of road users. This risk-based policy
is designed so those in charge of vehicles that can cause the
greatest damage bear the greatest responsibility. The updates
also included changes to priorities at junctions, giving pedestrians
priority over cars, motorcycles and cyclists. Read more…

Today I was in a shoe store that sells only
shoes, nothing else. A young girl with a tattoo
and green hair walked over to me and asked,
"What brings you in today, I looked at her and
said, "I'm interested in buying a refrigerator."
She didn't quite know how to respond, had
that deer in the headlights look.
I was thinking about old age and decided that
old age is when you still have something on
the ball, but you are just too tired to bounce
it. When people see a cat's litter box they
always say, "Oh, have you got a cat" I just

say, "No, it's for company!"
Employment application blanks always ask who is to be called in
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case of an emergency. I think you should write, "An ambulance."

The older you get the tougher it is to lose weight because by then
your body and your fat have gotten to be really good friends.

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy
a replacement.

Have you ever noticed: The Roman Numerals for forty (40) are
XL.

The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he knows when
he's really in trouble.

Did you ever notice that when you put the 2 words "The" and
"IRS" together it spells "Theirs"

Ageing: Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying
about your age and start bragging about it.

Some people try to turn back their "odometers." Not me.

I want people to know why I look this way.

I've travelled a long way and a lot of the roads were not paved.

Ah! Being young is beautiful but being old is comfortable.

Lord, keep your arm around my shoulder and your hand over my
mouth.

May you always have:Love to share, Cash to spare, Tires with air,
And friends who care.
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NEWS: Roads Policing
Sergeant shares top
tips for motorcyclist’s
safety. In a bid to
increase the safety of
motorcyclists on the
roads, a roads policing
officer shares his tips.
The warmer weather
sees an increase in
motorcyclists on the
roads, which increases
the chances of
collisions involving
motorcycles. To help
keep riders safe,
t/Sergeant John Taylor
from the Roads
Policing Group shares
his top tips on how to
position your bike
while out for a safer
ride. T/Sergeant John
Taylor says: “When approaching a right-hand bend, position your
bike to the left-hand side of the carriageway (nearside) this will
give you a greater and extended view of the bend ahead.

“If you are approaching a left-hand bend, position your bike to
the right hand side of the carriageway (off-side) this will again
provide you with a greater view of oncoming hazards.”

T/Sergeant Taylor third tip is to ‘Remember more paint, more
danger’, he added: “Longer white lines are called hazard lines and
are there to warn you that a hazard may be ahead, such as a
blind bend or junction, so if you have short lines with big breaks,
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then longlines with short breaks, there are hazards to anticipate.”

Every driver is responsible for other road users on the road and
should ensure their attention is on the road and potential
hazards. To enhance motorcyclist’s safety officers are holding
‘Bike Safe’ events; a one-day course held at the Operational
Support Complex in Sheffield. The course is designed to give
riders an insight into the benefits further rider training can
provide. Attendees will receive a classroom-based presentation,
covering issues of vulnerability on the road and hazards. The
afternoon sees riders take part in a practical assessment with
officers. Following the ride, officers will provide feedback on your
motorcycling strengths and weaknesses.

T/Sergeant Taylor added: “For £65 you can ride with Police
Advanced Riders, following a morning of useful hints and tips
from the experts, all designed around keeping you safe on the
road.  This is based around Police Motorcycle Roadcraft, see the
benefits of further training to improve your safety.”

To book onto a course please visit www.bikesafe.co.uk.

Event by MCN Festival of
Motorcycling

East of England Arena -
Peterborough
Tickets
www.mcnfestival.com
Who is it for? Public,
Anyone on or off
Facebook. We look forward

to seeing you on 14th & 15th May 2022! Test ride the latest 2022
bikes: Hundreds of test rides will be available to try over the
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weekend. Non-stop racing action: The Live Action Arena will be
packed with non stop day-time racing action. Looking for new
riding gear? Find great deals and bargains on biking kit &
accessories. Stunt shows: Watch jaw-dropping stunt displays from
the best in the business. Club Zone: Browse the UK's best club
displays.
Camp for the weekend: Grab your tent and make a weekend of it!
Campers get early entry into the show plus access to the evening
entertainment.

SAM CLUB NIGHT: We
warmly invite ALL SAM
Club members, their family
and friends to our monthly
meeting.

3rd May 2022  7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
(meeting starts at 8pm)

Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton,
Rotherham S60 5PW, UK
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Steve's 3 wheel mad 24 hour dash
from Lands End to John O'Groats. Well,
it’s getting closer for this ‘mad biker’ to
show just how crazy a biker can be.
Riding a 14-year-old Piaggio MP3 400,
SAM member Steve is taking on the
challenge of riding from Lands End to
John O’Groats. Steve, a widower, is
doing this epic quest in memory of his
wife Samantha who died of leukemia.
He hopes to raise £300, but can we be
a bit more generous and help this
champion raise more funds for a

brilliant worthy cause? To donate go here…

Stafford Classic Bike Show
IS BACK for 2022 and
boy...do we have some
exciting plans for you!
Since its early days, the
core of the event has
always been about
providing the best

experience for the classic motorcyclist, which is still the ethos for
the show today. The show has seen many a change over the
years, and we’re always looking for new and exciting things to
offer our visitors the very best, all in one place. Keep an eye out
for more information! Visit www.staffordclassicbikeshows.com
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

Good morning - how
are you?

Did you know we run
free first-aid training for
motorcyclists? It's called
BikerDown! and is about
collision scene
management.

Have a look:

https://sysrp.co.uk/bikerdown #barnsley #doncaster #sheffield
#rotherham #bikerdown

MEET BOLT...

Introducing our new frontman
hoping to help at-risk young riders
to make their bikes as safe as
possible.

BOLT will remind riders to carry
out the following checks:

B- brakes

O - oil

L - lights

T - tyres

Look out for BOLT merchandise at training providers, colleges and
across our social channels. #bolt
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B THE BEST....

As part of the Two Wheel
campaign, we are reminding
riders of the benefits of taking
on additional training.

People on ‘L’ plates have the
option of CBT Plus, riders with
full licences could attend a
BikeSafe session with SYP, or
you could join one of your

local IAM Groups – RAM (Rotherham Advanced Motorcyclists) or
SAM (Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists).

You could also ask a local training provider if they offer the DVSA
ERS (Enhanced Rider Scheme) or other refresher type training.

Our snoods are a great reminder that you can always improve
your skills and #bthebest rider you can.

#barnsley #doncaster #sheffield #rotherham #rider #motorcyle

#Bthebest - New dates for
2022 now 'live' and only a few
places left already!! Don't
miss your chance to go out
with the SYP bike team.
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Someone needs to tell this
egghead that driving tired can
be just as bad as driving under
the influence of drugs and
alcohol. Take regular breaks on
long journeys. Don’t drive
tired. Let’s make South
Yorkshire Roads Safer. Find out

more at: sysrp.co.uk #MakingRoadsSafer #SouthYorkshire

Kevin Williams
For many years road safety experts, police
and motorcyclists have known that the
most common collision between a
motorcycle and another vehicle happens
when the motorcyclist has right-of-way and
another driver turns into the rider’s path.
All the way back in 1977, US researcher

Harry Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.
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IAM RoadSmart News

With the increasing
popularity of electric vehicles,
which don’t pay fuel duty, is it
time to rethink the way our roads
are paid for? Is pay-per-mile the
fairest system? Or will the
roll-out of the necessary
technology prove too
complicated? How would you feel
about tracking your vehicle’s

routes? What alternatives are there? Road tolls? A rise in fuel
duty (even though it’s just gone down in the latest budget)? Let
us know what you think by commenting below – your views might
make it into the ‘Great Debate’ feature in the next issue of
RoadSmart magazine.

Today marks the start of our
2022 Skills Days with riders
joining us at Mallory Park If
you haven't booked your place at
one of our Skills Day then we
have limited tickets available,
including our new circuit at Blyton
Park! Book your place today!

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/events/skills-days
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Code red… millions of
motorists unaware of Highway
Code changes In the wake of
widespread changes to the
Highway Code earlier this year,
millions of drivers are running the
risk of breaking the rules of the

road and endangering the safety of other road users and
pedestrians. More information

Uncertainty over new ‘Hierarchy
of Road Users’ could cause more
conflict on our busy shared streets

Almost two thirds (59 per cent) of
UK motorists believe that there
will be more conflict on the
nation's roads as a result of the introduction of the new hierarchy
of road users, according to IAM RoadSmart. More information

IAM RoadSmart checklist:
Before you start the engine
Welcome to the first in IAM
RoadSmart’s new series of expert
driving tips from Head of Driving &
Riding Standards Richard Gladman.
Over the coming weeks we’ll cover

everything from safe motorway driving to how to navigate a
single-track road, a steep incline or preparing for driving abroad.
This week Richard talks us through what we need to think about
before we’ve even left home. More information
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Driving abroad this Easter

The Easter break is nearly
upon us, and many people will
be setting off on that Spring
getaway for a chance to
unwind. But with airports
reporting cancellations and
lengthy delays, will you be choosing to take the car? More
information

Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads
can be a dangerous place,
even for the most alert and
cautious riders. While you can
never be 100% safe,
becoming an advanced rider
will equip you with the skills
to correctly anticipate, and

plan for, the hazards you encounter on your rides. Find out more
at: https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152
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Meetings are for club members, observers, associates and ANY
biker interested in taking an advanced rider course. Meetings are
usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 27th April 2022
● Next SAM Club Night: 3rd May 2022. 7.30pm (Meeting

starts at 8pm) Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel St,
Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK
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● Autumn Breakfast Meet: 22nd October 2022. 9.30am -
11am The Moorlands, Baslow Rd, Owler Bar, Sheffield
S17 3BQ, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you

making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
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skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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