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Editorial
That's half the year gone. I hope that your first six months of the
year have been as exciting as mine. Lots of changes in law for
road users, a rapid pace of development in motorcycling and
bikers doing what they do best - riding as many miles as possible
and challenging themselves. SAM Club's hero this month has
been Steve Bennett completing his marathon 2,000+ mile ride to
raise money for Cancer Research Uk's Leukaemia research. There
will be more on his story later. We've had some advanced rider
test passes to be celebrated at the next SAM Club Night on the
4th July 2022. Remember, there WILL BE NO SAM CLUB
NIGHT in August. Everyone is on holiday. I'm away with Janis,
for our first biking holiday this year, on our new Piaggio MP3 500.
So, there will be no SAM Newsletter for two weeks as we enjoy
our riding. We are very excited!

In the newsletter this week Zero are offering 0% finance on their
full range of bikes. With the UK Government continuing with its
Grant Scheme, if you want to dip your toe into the electric bike
world, then this might be your chance. You can then tell us all
about it. Having an electric bike won't help you much if you want
to travel under the Tinsley viaduct, it's closed for 11 weeks for
bridge repairs. If you know someone who is getting into biking
there is a good article from Bennett's Insurance about the cost of
motorcycle ownership. Of course those of us who are riding just
look at the next bike gizmo and like a child in a sweet shop all
sense of cost can disappear.

Not quite ready to jump on an electric bike? Take a look at the
Segway Hybrid motorcycle. A 'Tron-like' concept machine that
turns hydrogen into electrical energy. With a top speed of 93mph,
the Apex H2 might make the fastest Segway yet.

It's been warm, very warm this Summer and there is some great
advice on how to stay cool whilst riding when it's hot. Planning a
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motorcycle trip abroad? There is a great FEMA website with lots
of very useful information on riding in ALL European countries.
Worth a look. I really like biker adventure stories. Apart from
Steve Bennett, on his (now sold) 14-year-old MP3 400, there is a
great story about Edwin Duiverman's plans to travel Europe.

Beware! There have been a LOT of bike thefts recently. I think it
might be the fine weather that brings thieves out of their caves.
The problem is so bad that West Yorkshire Advanced Motorcyclists
have moved their weekly meet-up away from Skelton Services on
the M6. Remember, a tracker, even a cheap one, can help you get
your bike back quickly and perhaps get another bike thief locked
up. Of course chains, locks and eyes are also useful, but thieves
at Skelton Services were threatening and dangerous, so never
put yourself at risk. See you in two weeks, stay healthy and ride
safe - it’s definitely better than the alternatives!

SAM Club members can find all the latest Club events on the
website’s Calendar. Read, enjoy and share your Club’s newsletter
with ALL your friends and family. Until next week stay healthy and
ride safely.

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website.

Paul Conway
Editor & Website Support, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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SAM Social Media News

ZERO ANNOUNCES 0%
FINANCE OFFER ON ITS FULL
RANGE OF ELECTRIC BIKES.
Zero is offering its full range of
electric motorcycles on a zero
percent, low-deposit finance
offer that will be available until

the end of August. Zero has announced it will be offering a range
of zero percent and low-deposit finance options for its
motorcycles. The finance options Zero are offering will be
administered by MotoNovo, and are available until the end of
August, so you have still a couple of months to make your
decision. Read more…

TINSLEY VIADUCT
SHEFFIELD: A631 NEAR
MEADOWHALL CLOSES FOR
11 WEEKS AS GAS WORKS
BEGIN. A stretch of the
Tinsley Viaduct near
Sheffield’s Meadowhall
shopping centre will be shut
for the next three months for
gas works. A section of the
A631 northbound carriageway, on the lower deck of the two-tier
bridge, will be closed for 11 weeks, with a diversion in place along
the middle service road. National Highways said it had been
working with the gas company Cadent to minimise disruption. The
M1 northbound and southbound, which is carried on the upper
deck, is unaffected, but it could spell minor disruptions for
surrounding streets and drivers caught unawares. Read More…
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How much does a motorbike
licence really cost? The cost of
getting a motorbike licence
varies depending on what
licence you’ll need to ride
your bike and how much
training you require. To help
you find out an average cost,

we explore the cost of a CBT, theory and practical test as well as
motorbike licence categories and the different cost of each
licence. Read more…

HOW TO STAY COOL AND
SAFE WHILE RIDING YOUR
MOTORCYCLE IN HOT
CONDITIONS

These are the essential ways
you can keep cool on your
motorcycle to enjoy what will
hopefully be a warm and sunny summer period. Once upon a time
we ran an article about a foolhardy (foolish) man pulled over in
Germany for riding his scooter completely naked, resulting in
much amusement and several helmet-related puns in our office.
Nevertheless, his naked ambitions do come from a true place
because as temperatures soar across the United Kingdom
following a damp winter, keeping cool on your motorbike is
certainly a pause for thought if you are considering hitting the
road in this weather. Read more…
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UK GOVERNMENT CONFIRMS
CONTINUATION OF ELECTRIC
MOTORCYCLE GRANT. The
British government will
continue the grant scheme for
electric bikes, but there
remain several issues with the
viability of electrics in Britain.

The UK government has confirmed the electric bike grant will
continue, after the similar version for electric cars was cancelled.
The cancellation of the grant for electric cars was cause for some
concern about the future of the electric motorcycle grant, but
instead it is now appearing that there is some possibility that the
money saved from the scrapping of the car grant could be used in
schemes for other modes of transport, as reported by the British
Motorcyclists Federation (BMF). Read more…

Planning a motorcycle
trip abroad? If you
travel abroad on a
motorcycle, you will
be affected by laws
and regulations that
differ from country to
country. Prepare for
your foreign
motorcycle trip and
use the information
FEMA offers
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Ready to go. Turkey, here I
come. And Germany, Czech
Republic, Austria, Slovakia,
Hungary, Serbia, Romania,
Moldova, Bulgaria, Greece,
North Macedonia, Kosovo,
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, Slovenia and Italy. And
maybe more. Edwin
Duiverman. Great fun on small

bikes

Segway (Yes, Segway) Is
Making a Hybrid Motorcycle
Worthy of All Your ‘Tron’
Fantasies. The bike's
powertrain uses a fuel cell
to turn gaseous hydrogen
into electrical energy. For
proof that Segway is no

longer the company it once was, you need look no further than its
newest two-wheeled vehicle.The brand, which is now owned by
Chinese robotics startup Ninebot, has just unveiled the Apex H2
motorcycle concept. Powered by a hybrid hydrogen-electric
powertrain, the bike will be capable of reaching a top speed of 93
mph, which would immediately one make it the fastest Segways
of all time. Read more…
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SAM Meetings

Plenty of SAM members out last Saturday

SAM Club Saturday Meetings 9am every Saturday

Steve Harper will be providing slow riding training with cone layouts
that give you the chance to  practise your slow riding skills.

SAM CLUB NIGHT: We warmly invite
ALL SAM Club members, their family and
friends to our monthly meeting. 4th
July 2022  7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
(meeting starts at 8pm) Treeton

Miners Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

There will be NO SAM CLUB NIGHT in August!

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to
update it if your health and/or social

circumstances change. SAM Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be
a safer rider.
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Our newest Observer

Pete Lenthall (left) receives a well-earned certificate from
Chairman Steve Brown

Steve Bennett’s Mad Ride

TUESDAY, 21 June
2022 saw the
completion of Steve's
epic ride on a
14-year-old rebuilt
Piaggio 400. Steve
rode 2,000+ miles, then
sold the bike. All done
on bikes costing less
than £600 and many,
like Steve’s MP3, pulled
from the back of the

shed and fettled back into existence. Thank you to all those SAM members
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who sent Steve best wishes, supported him with your hard-cash in these
hard times and followed him on his live feed; or the other participants on
their 1000+ mile epic ride. There will be more to read on Steve’s epic
adventure later.

Support Roy Clark’s (SAM
Membership Secretary) walk for
the Alzheimer’s Society.
Trek26 Peak District 2022 - 13
miles run by Alzheimer's
Society
Immerse yourself in exploring the
Peak Districts famous hills,
dramatic rocky outcrops, wild moorlands and tranquil dales all in one
day. Trek for loved ones, and raise money so together we can find a
cure. Charity Registration No. 296645
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Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood
Bikes would like to hear from
people who are able to become
volunteer fundraisers for this
vital charity that benefits
patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you
can only spare an hour to
volunteer for us - we really
need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk
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Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood
Bikes are today attending the
Barnsley bike show. Pictured
are Ian & Paul with one of our
BMW R1250rt ‘s on display.
Come along and try our mini
moto!

What’s On?
The ‘What’s On?’ section has migrated to the SAM website’s front
page. For all the latest events, in one place, you can find
whatever piques your interest.

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership
DIARY DATE: What are you up to on
Thursday 14 July? Why not come along
to our FREE first-aid training and learn
about collision scene management?
https://sysrp.co.uk/bikerdown

#biker #freebies #training #barnsley
#doncaster #sheffield #rotherham
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PLEASE DON'T FEEL THE BURN...

SCORCHIO - It's a hot one today!
If you're heading out on your bike,
you'll need more than your sunscreen!
Find out all you need to know here:
https://newriderhub.net/

#barnsleyisbrill #doncasterisgreat
#sheffieldisuper rotherhamiswondeful

FREE TRAINING: Places are
still available on a FREE
first-aid and collision scene
management course run by
South Yorkshire Safer Roads
Partnership. The course, on
Thursday 14 July, is two hours
and starts at 6.30pm. Find out
more:
https://sysrp.co.uk/bikerdown

#FreebieFriday #barnsley
#doncaster #sheffield #rotherham

Heading to
#glastonburyfestival2022 or hosting
your own garden party?

Whatever you are up to this
weekend, please plan your journey
home and don't be tempted to drink
or take drugs  and drive / ride.
https://sysrp.co.uk/drinkdriving
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https://sysrp.co.uk/drugdriving #festival #Glastonbury
#drinkresponsibly SYP Operational Support #drinking #drivers
#riders

Grab our FREE OFFER and get
3-months access to the award
winning DTS App for riders!
That's right, 3 months free use to
practice your motorbike theory and
hazard perception questions ready
for your full bike theory test.

Click on our link to get your
FREE discount code today!

RULES RECAP: The Highway Code
has been changed to improve
safety for people walking, cycling
and horse riding. People crossing,
waiting to cross or cycling straight
ahead have priority at junctions.
Make sure you’re up to date.

sysrp.co.uk/Highway-Code
#drivingtest #HighwayCode

Gear Up 4 Charity – we told you last
time about a project we were developing
as a joint venture with a local charity,
where riders donate their old or unwanted
riding gear to the charity and items can
then be sold at a reduced cost to young
riders via the charity’s online site. It’s a
win-win-win; helping riders to offload their
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unwanted gear, providing much needed funds for good causes
and enabling young riders to get gear at an affordable price.
Unfortunately as the project was nearing final completion, the
charity we had been working with - Bluebell Wood - took the
reluctant decision to close their retail outlets, which unfortunately
led to the project falling at the final hurdle. Other charities have
since been considered, but as yet none have the right fit. We’re
continuing to look for a suitable charity to work with on this
project.

BetheBest – we have created a
generic logo to encourage all riders
to take additional training in one
format or another; such as IAM,
BikeSafe or ERS. The new logo and
#BetheBest tagline has been printed
on promotional snoods to promote
the campaign (available at SAM Club
Nights). The snoods have been
produced in a series of different
motorbike brand colours, (Red,
Orange, Green and Blue), to test if
this approach is more appealing to riders.

Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
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turns into the rider’s path. All the way back in 1977, US
researcher Harry Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

Elevenses 248 Wed 22 Jun

Elevenses 249 Sun 26 Jun

60 Second Safety 80 Overtaking critical points

60 Second Safety 79 Overtaking - spotting the places not to!

*** TIPS ON TUESDAY *** Five items for
every bike journey #1 USB power bank
Over the next few weeks I'll give you some
ideas on items I don't think you should leave
home without. So here's the first.

USB PHONE CHARGER - your phone's fully
charged, it's good for a day, you're only

intending to be out for a few hours. What can possibly go wrong?
That warning 'low battery' symbol, that's what. Read more…

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 18 of 24

https://scienceofbeingseen.org/
https://ko-fi.com/survivalskills
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKxXCbM9u8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKxXCbM9u8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3wYVWD7SKA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3wYVWD7SKA
https://youtu.be/FAoVntyt3jg
https://youtu.be/4wVBNk41_oM
https://www.facebook.com/SurvivalSkills
https://iam-sheffield.bike


*** FOCUS ON FRIDAY
*** The risks of
Vlogging, commentaries
and riding

Last week in my SKILLS
on SATURDAY post
'Maintaining focus -
avoid distraction', I
looked at two crashes -
one involving a rider
distracting himself by
recording a 'vlog' as he rode, and failing to notice an HGV turning
across his path until it was too late to stop, and one involving an
experience rider that I personally trained some years ago who ran
into the back of a slowing van - he thinks he was thinking about
memories brought back by the environment around him. Read
more…

*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY ***
Cueing yourself - a simple
practical training exercise

Following on from my
discussion of two crashes last
week, and yesterday's FOCUS
ON FRIDAY post on how the
brain activity shifts from one

part to another when we're distracted,  you might wonder just how we can
refocus our brain back on-task. The answer is that we can actively LEARN
to spot the visual triggers to help us achieve this. Read more…
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IAM RoadSmart News

We have arrived! The Adventure Bike Rider
Festival 2022 kicked off this morning and of
course, IAM RoadSmart are here offering ride
outs and 10% savings on our Advanced Rider
courses!

If you’re here already or planning on coming
down, don’t forget to say hello!

Aged 24, Rebecca had been
driving for several years, so
what did she gain from taking
the IAM RoadSmart Advanced
Driving Course last year?
Confidence, more enjoyment
out of driving, improved
observation skills and tools to
aid concentration. Read more

about Rebecca's journey

Keep your distance! Tailgating
ranked as the biggest cause of
driver distraction. Being
followed too closely by other
drivers is the behaviour that
distracts motorists most on

Britain’s roads, latest research reveals.
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Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads
can be a dangerous place,
even for the most alert and
cautious riders. While you
can never be 100% safe,
becoming an advanced rider
will equip you with the skills

to correctly anticipate, and plan for, the hazards you encounter on
your rides. Find out more at:
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:
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● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 22 of 24

https://iam-sheffield.bike


their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 29th June 2022
● Next SAM Club Night: 4th July 2022. 7.30pm (Meeting

starts at 8pm) Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel St,
Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

● NO SAM CLUB NIGHT in AUGUST 2022. We’re all on
holiday!

● Autumn Breakfast Meet: 22nd October 2022. 9.30am -
11am The Moorlands, Baslow Rd, Owler Bar, Sheffield
S17 3BQ, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT getting
SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then send a
request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are you

making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!
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https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Treeton+Miners+Welfare/@53.3842124,-1.3568075,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487976272fd103b1:0x63075903e4e60792!8m2!3d53.3843395!4d-1.3547223
http://treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike
http://sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested in
biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to be
an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldAndDistrictAdvancedMotorcyclistsSam/
https://twitter.com/Sheff_IAMBike
https://www.instagram.com/sheffieldadvancedmotorcyclists/
https://iam-sheffield.bike

