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Editorial
Well they’ve done it at last. The ‘Smart Motorway’ refuges were
built too short and too far apart. It still doesn’t answer the
questions about spotting broken down vehicles and the safety of
road users on the carriageways. Despite all this gloom there is
some heartening news that motorcycle accident statistics have hit
an all time low. Now we know that bikers are much more clued in
than most road users. Bikers consistently out-perform drivers in
passing the UK National Highway Code and Motorcycle Tests. A
testament to both trainers and bikers. May it continue.

Motorcycle gear is getting more sophisticated these days, but I
have to scratch my head at the latest gadget, a heated visor. The
aim is to prevent visor misting. Despatch riders use Mr Sheen
furniture polish and carry a cloth to renew the film when the visor
is wiped. Personally, my pillion and I use pinlock inserts that have
worked a treat for years.

Talking of helmets, everyone drops one at some time in a riding
career, but does it really matter? If your lid is in good condition,
then the Snake pass is open again. When the winter weather
finally arrives and you are not able to ride, what do you do? Well,
you can watch the latest ‘Motorcycle Folk Tales Documentary’,
mull over the classic rides and decide which of the top 10 routes
in Scotland you are going to ride when the weather changes
again. However, Police Scotland are warning us to watch out for
bike thieves, but they have plenty of sound advice.

Whilst you are out riding, watch out for the latest, high tech, AI
programmed road safety vans. The trials left the police ‘amazed’
at the scale of the unsafe driving problems amongst drivers and
riders.

It’s very nice to know that biker representation to the UK
government has just got a big boost. BikeSocial, with its 100,000
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members, has joined the National Motorcycle Council (NMC). The
NMC is the main portal to inform and influence the UK
Government’s motorcycling policies.

An interesting question came up this week, what is the best
configuration of motorcycle lighting. This is not simply an
academic question as we all know about the SMIDSY problem on
our roads. So, anything that can get drivers to notice the bike
before they paint the tarmac with our body parts, the happier we
will be. The discussion is interesting and the conclusions may
surprise you.

All the SAM members had a fine time at our FREE Autumn
Breakfast. I certainly feasted well. You will be delighted to hear
that the FREE Spring Breakfast is booked and we can all look
forward to another great meet up. Happy reading.

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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“You are on your own. You are not protected by

two tons of steel, rubber, foam padding and safety

glass. Neither are you steering two tons of guided

missile towards other cars, people and property. If

you are prepared to accept the responsibility of

your own actions, then motorcycling can be both

safe and thrilling. Riding is an art as well as a craft

and no amount of explanation can take the place of

experience.”

― Theresa Wallach, Easy Motorcycle Riding, 1970
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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Biking News Online
NEW INVESTIGATION FINDS SMART
MOTORWAY REFUGE AREAS ARE TOO
SHORT. A new investigation conducted by
ITV News Meridian has found that a
number of emergency refuge areas on
smart motorways are too short. A study

has revealed that emergency refuge areas on smart motorways in
the UK are not necessarily built to the standard length. The study
was conducted by ITV News Meridian, who measured the length of
58 different emergency refuge areas across five different smart
motorways. Read more…

Motorcycle accident stats hit ten
year low, Government data shows.
Motorcycle fatalities have fallen to the
lowest number in 10 years outside of
lockdown-hit 2020. Newly published
Department for Transport (DfT) statistics
show 322 riders lost their lives in collisions involving another vehicle
during 2021. The only year with lower numbers is 2020 with 299. If
motorcycle-only accident fatalities are added, where no other vehicle
was involved, the number rises to 341, also the lowest recorded
number since 2012. Read more…

The heated motorcycle visor that
banishes fogging. The dreaded
foggy visor is a problem that affects
us all as riders at some point, and
there’s never been an entirely
effective solution. Until now. The
boffins over at VISIN have invented

an ingenious solution: a heated visor insert that fits any model of
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helmet, any brand of visor, and clears away any amount of fog
within seconds. Read more…

Does dropping a motorcycle
helmet ruin it? We’ve all done it;
left our lid on the seat of the bike
then knocked it to the ground. Or
it’s rolled off the table. Or it’s just
slipped out of our hands. On the
record, many helmet
manufacturers will suggest that, for you to be safe and to protect
themselves from potential litigation, the helmet should be replaced.
Off the record though, with no weight inside to add more energy to
the impact, they’ll often say that a helmet might – perhaps – be
okay. The problem is that there are so many variables; how high
was the drop, what did it fall onto, how old is the helmet, was there
anything inside? Read more…

Snake Pass to reopen this
weekend after four-week closure.
The A57 through Derbyshire has been
shut for landslip investigation work.
Snake Pass is set to reopen this
weekend after four weeks closed for

investigation work into the serious landslip which took place earlier
this year. The A57, often used by motorists travelling from Sheffield
to Manchester through the Derbyshire Peak District, has been shut
since Monday, September 26. Read more…

UK: Classic Rides kickstarts
Motorcycle Folk Tales documentary
series. YouTube creator Matt McFadden
says it best when opening the Classic
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Rides channel’s Motorcycle Folk Tales series, “Motorcycling for me is,
um, I won’t say “freedom” because that’s a bit of a cliché.” When
describing the sensations and emotions experienced while riding,
most motorcyclists would include that specific cliché—and for good
reasons. On the road, there’s no greater freedom than ploughing
down a lonely motorway with the wind at your back or tackling a
particularly challenging set of curves. Off-road, there are no
fun-killing rules or life-threatening motorists to impede your
freedom. Read more…

Top Ten Motorcycle Routes in
Scotland. Close your eyes and
throw a dart at a map of
Scotland, and chances are you’ll
hit a great road – either
wriggling, vice-like tarmac,
scenery from God’s own gallery

or, most likely, a combination of both. Everyone has their own
definitions of a great road – for some it’s a wide open, fast and
flowing A-road; some prefer tighter corners and more gradient, and
some riders like the really squirrelly single-track stuff with humps,
bumps, yumps and blind bends. Some like riding at a decent lick
picking the right line and some prefer a more leisurely pace,
admiring the scenery. And some are two-up on mega-tourers, some
solo on sportsbikes. Scotland’s roads cater for it all. And here’s our
top ten (roads, or combinations of roads) – it’s not a definitive list,
so please feel free to add your own contributions and
recommendations in the comments module below. Read more…
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MANUFACTURERS' RECALL: Due to a
manufacturing defect, the clutch output
cylinders on your Husqvarna HQV FC 250 or
FC 350, or your KTM 450 XC-F may fail. This
increases the risk of a fall and/or injury.
FEMA, Europe's leading motorcyclists'
organisation, shows you all recalls:
www.femamotorcycling.eu/recalls

Police Scotland On Motorcycle
Theft: Don’t Give Thieves An
Easy Ride! In a new campaign
Police Scotland is calling on visitors
and tourists who travel to Scotland
on a motorcycle to be aware of
motorcycle thieves.

Here are some of the tips Police Scotland:

● Fit a combined alarm and immobiliser.
● Fit a tracker.
● Use chains and disc locks. The more security on your bike

the longer it takes to overcome them and so the less
attractive it is to a thief.

● When using chains and locks, ensure they are secured to a
solid anchor point. Keep them off the ground where
possible as this makes them more difficult to cut off.

● Cover your motorcycle and ensure the cover is attached to
the security device.

● Use industry tested products.
● Always activate the steering lock.

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 9 of 27

http://www.femamotorcycling.eu/recalls?fbclid=IwAR21XCZDDGo2VcWxaGl0UMvnbgTSRJ1lNj0qZdvRBfE_jf2bbq5Yaxbyi8s
http://www.femamotorcycling.eu/recalls
https://iam-sheffield.bike


● Do not leave your helmet or other possessions on the
motorcycle or in luggage space or panniers.

● Where possible use Parkmark accredited parking, as these
areas should be more secure. See www.parkmark.co.uk
for a list of accredited car parks. Alternatively, park in
well-lit areas, ideally where there is CCTV.

● Ensure you have a note of your vehicle identification
number.

New safety tech trial
catches hundreds of
drivers breaking the law. A
trial of road safety technology
being deployed in the UK for
the first time has led to
hundreds of motorists being
caught breaking traffic laws,
with a senior roads policing officer saying he is “shocked” at the
number of offences recorded. The trial, using equipment
developed by the consultancy AECOM and run jointly by National
Highways and Warwickshire Police on the M40 and A46, involved
a “sensor test vehicle” equipped with Artificial Intelligence (AI)
software that is able to recognise, for example, a motorist using a
handheld mobile phone. Read more…

BikeSocial (and so you, probably)
joins the National Motorcyclists
Council. BikeSocial has joined the
National Motorcyclists Council (NMC).
The council is a coalition of
organisations that represent

motorcyclists and work together on issues to help influence and
change Government policy. The NMC’s members include the ACU,
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BMF, IAM, Trail Riders Fellowship, National Motorcycle Dealers
Association and the Vintage Motorcycle Club. Having drawn
together the UK’s largest coalition of UK motorcyclists'
organisations, the NMC is making an impact on the politics of
motorcycling and is active on a wide range of issues which affect
riders. It has significant connections in government, Parliament
and among a wide range of other organisations. With an
optimistic and forward-looking view about the future of
motorcycling, plus its work to protect the rights of riders of
current and historic machines and the trade that supports them,
it is making a real impact on the political debate as it relates to
motorcycling. Read more…
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SAM Meetings

Plenty of Club members out last Saturday

We all turned up to get fed!!

SAM Club Saturday Meetings, Meadowhall Retail Park
9am every Saturday throughout the year

Next SAM Club night: 7th
November 2022 meet at
7.30pm for an 8pm start at
Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel
St, Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW,
UK
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Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to

update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.

October's SAM club night saw more green badge passes.
Congratulations to Aidan Latham & Lee Cheshire

Let’s give a big hand to our
latest advanced rider test passes!!

SAM Members FREE Autumn Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.
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Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Today Whiteknights
Yorkshire Blood
Bikes launched our
radio campaign to
recruit a loan vehicle for
operational duty this
winter.

Please use this text to
send your own appeal
to media outlets in your area of our region.

Volunteer motorcyclists in Yorkshire who transport urgently
needed blood samples and medications during the night
free-of-charge to the NHS are appealing for the loan of a vehicle
to keep them on the road this winter.

The vehicles that had been loaned to Whiteknights Yorkshire
Blood Bikes by local Franchise Dealers have had to be returned
because of the lack of availability of new cars.

Now, this potentially life-saving voluntary service, which this year
has already received 2000 urgent call-outs, is at risk because of
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the dangers of riding the blood bikes in freezing road
temperatures.

Chairman of the Yorkshire Blood Bike charity, Andrew Foster
explained: “The Out-Of-Hours service we provide to the hospitals
and hospices in Yorkshire during the night and at weekends, is a
unique service where we are prepared to transport single items
urgently. It might be a blood sample, COVID swab, medications
or case notes. If we don’t deliver it, the NHS and clinical centres
pay for a private-hire taxi to transport it. This can generate a
huge cost to the NHS.

“We have a fleet of 8 bikes and volunteer riders on duty every
night in North, South and West Yorkshire. It’s a marvellous
charity and we are hugely valued by the clinical staff in the
Yorkshire hospitals and hospices we serve.

“We would very much like to hear from any motor traders and
dealers who could loan us a vehicle to use this winter to keep us
on the road regardless of adverse weather conditions in the
far-reaching areas of Yorkshire we cover.”

For further information contact us through Facebook at

Facebook.com/Yorkshirebloodbikes www.whiteknights.org.uk

info@whiteknights.org.uk communications@whiteknights.org.uk
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

It was great to see local residents from
Waverley taking part in a CSW pilot as
part of Project EDWARD.  We were
joined for the event by Dr Alan Billings
who spoke to residents about their
involvement in the scheme. Of the 90

vehicles observed, five were travelling above the speed limit.
Putting their own lives and others at risk. You can make a
difference to communities by travelling at a safe speed.
#thankyou #rotherham #slowdown

South Yorkshire Police South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue

EVERY DAY WITHOUT A ROAD DEATH
- YORKSHIRE ROAD TRIP. The SY Safer
Roads team travelled across the county
border today to #leeds to learn more
about their work towards #VisionZero.
As well as an extremely moving and
impactful presentation from the father
of a child who was killed in a collision,
we heard from industry leaders on
what technology measures could be
used to reduce death and serious
injury on our roads. As well as being
part of Project EDWARD, today's event
marked the launch of Leeds City Council's Vision Zero strategy.
The city is working towards eliminating all death and serious
injuries from its roads. Partners from West Yorkshire Police
TyreSafe and National Highways: Yorkshire attended the event to
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showcase what work they are doing to contribute to #VisionZero
2040. #ProjectEDWARD #Thursdays #roadsafety #yorkshire

Gear Up 4 Charity – we told you last time
about a project we were developing as a
joint venture with a local charity, where
riders donate their old or unwanted riding
gear to the charity and items can then be
sold at a reduced cost to young riders via
the charity’s online site. It’s a win-win-win;
helping riders to offload their unwanted
gear, providing much needed funds for good causes and enabling
young riders to get gear at an affordable price. Unfortunately as
the project was nearing final completion, the charity we had been
working with - Bluebell Wood - took the reluctant decision to
close their retail outlets, which unfortunately led to the project
falling at the final hurdle. Other charities have since been
considered, but as yet none have the right fit. We’re continuing to
look for a suitable charity to work with on this project.

BetheBest – we have created a generic
logo to encourage all riders to take
additional training in one format or
another; such as IAM, BikeSafe or ERS.
The new logo and #BetheBest tagline
has been printed on promotional
snoods to promote the campaign
(available at SAM Club Nights). The
snoods have been produced in a series
of different motorbike brand colours,
(Red, Orange, Green and Blue), to test

if this approach is more appealing to riders.
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Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
back in 1977, US researcher Harry

Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses 280 Wed 19 October -
motorcycle news, tips & views

in today's show... rider threatened with angle grinder in central
London jacking attempt... motorcycling under attack in
Cambridge... military government bans riding in parts of
Myanmar... paying with a parking app Read more
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*** SOBS *** Could a new
motorcycle lighting design
'save lives'?

That's the claim being put
forward by press reports of a new
study published in the journal
Transportation Research Part F:
Traffic Psychology and Behaviour
earlier this month. The press
release from Rice University's
News and Medi… Read more

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses 281 Sun 23 October -
motorcycle news, tips & views

in today's show... Anne Sacoolas pleads guilty to causing death
by careless driving... Wandsworth becomes first council to run its
own 20 mph speed cameras... motorcycle deaths targeted in new
World Health Organisation… Read more

COMMENT October 24 Could a 'power paste' make
Hydrogen practical?

As I reported in 'Elevenses' my live webcast a few weeks ago, a
newly developed 'power paste' could make hydrogen a practical
fuel.

Whilst many manufacturers are going down the EV road to future
transport, others - including Toyota and Yamaha - are working on
converting petrol burning ICE engine… Read more
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NEW PRODUCT - contrast
enhancing safety glasses

Just in time for autumn, I've
relaunched my range of shatterproof,
impact-resistant, contrast-enhancing
safety glasses.

If you've done an on-road course with me, you'll undoubtedly
have noticed that I habitually wear a pair of yellow glasses under
my helmet.

That's because they enhance contrast… Read more

IAM RoadSmart News

We’re thrilled that Nick Sanders will be
swinging by our Motorcycle Live stand at
midday, each day- Come and say hello
and hear about his experiences!

#motorcyclelive

Did you know more than half of Britain’s
motorists are driving on poorly maintained
or defective tyres?

Not only does this cause a safety risk but
driving on underinflated tyres increases
fuel bills and further tyre wear. Safe tyres
should have tread depth above 1.6mm and
pressure right for the load.
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It’s Tyre Safety Month - Check your tyres today!

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/tyre-safety-month-2022/...

#TyreSafetyMonth2022 #CheckTyres #TSM22

Be in with a chance of winning 1 of
10 Fortnum and Mason 'Fortmason'
hampers with our partner
Cornmarket Insurance UK Click
here for more info!

Have you checked your member
benefits this month? We have some
exciting offers for our members this
Autumn, including a roundup of
some of the UK’s motoring events
taking place throughout October
and November in the member
benefits newsletter
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New CEO set to drive the future of
the UK’s leading road safety
charity
Experienced senior business leader,
Antony Kildare, has been announced
as the new permanent CEO of the
UK’s leading independent road safety
charity, IAM RoadSmart.
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Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads
can be a dangerous place,
even for the most alert and
cautious riders. While you can
never be 100% safe,
becoming an advanced rider
will equip you with the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan for,
the hazards you encounter on your rides. Find out more

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:
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● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
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their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 23rd November 2022
● Next SAM Club Night: 7th November 2022 meet at

7.30pm for an 8pm start Treeton Miners Welfare,
Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
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What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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