
SAM Weekly Newsletter - 18th November 2022
Biking news for ALL our advanced riders, their family and friends

Editorial 2

Ways to stay in touch with your Club! 3

Club Merchandise 5

Biking News Online 6

SAM Meetings 11

Whiteknights Blood Bikers 16

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership 17

Kevin Williams 20

IAM RoadSmart News 23

Being a member of the SAM Club 26

Extra bits 28

What are we about… 29

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 1 of 29

https://iam-sheffield.bike


Editorial
We started this week by honouring veterans who have served to
protect us and safeguard our freedoms. The SAM Club recognises
and respects your sacrifices, made on our behalf of us all. Thank
you.

From reports, the SAM Club Curry Night went very well. A fine
time was had by everyone. Thank  you to all those members who
supported the event.

More sad news is that the South Yorkshire Safer Roads
Partnership is to scale back its road safety activities. This includes
road safety programs related to P2Ws (motorcycles and scooters
to you and me - although it should now include electric bicycles
powered by electric motors). SYP was made up of the Barnsley,
Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield Councils, South Yorkshire
Police and the South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Service. In August
2022, this group voted to return road safety activities back to the
public health, traffic, road safety, or road safety education
departments of each Council. Given that some of these council
departments have a very wide range of responsibilities, P2W
safety may not be high on their agendas. SYSRP’s role will include
analysing data, coordinating road safety campaigns, maintaining
their website and publishing digital magazines. The loss of the
Young Driver and Rider Officer, Jonathan Furniss (RAM member),
might also be a blow to services to young motorists. We are
expecting a new strategy document, due to be published in
Autumn 2022, but have yet to hear anything.

Whilst change in any organisation is to be expected, it would be
helpful is the members of SYSRP had asked the opinions of local
charities/groups/businesses who support the work of SYSRP, we
would like to be consulted on any future plans. To the best of our
knowledge no such consultation has been offered. Why is this
important? IAM RoadSmart is auditing local groups to assess the
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future support they are able to provide. SAM members, let us
know your thoughts.

Taking advantage of the appointment of a new Transport Minister,
Mark Harper MP, IAM RoadSmart CEO, Anthony Kildare, took the
opportunity to call for immediate action to get the UK back on
track as a world leader in road safety. IAM RoadSmart wants
clarification on 7 key areas including motorcycle safety and
e-scooter regulation. Read the full article here.

In the rest of your SAM Club newsletter this week we ask does
the combined bike/rider weight contribute to performance? How
to cut your motorcycle running costs. What to expect when
servicing your bike. The secrets of riding in the coldest conditions.
More ways to get better riding skills. Why motorcyclists make
excellent drivers. Is this hydrogen-powered concept bike the
future of biking? What happens if you have an accident and the
insurer stops trading?

Finally, more legal advice on common issues bikers have to deal
with all the time. So much interesting content, so happy reading.

PS: Don’t forget to put the SAM CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY in
your diary. We’ll have a lot of fun!

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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Biking News Online

Does WorldSBK Need a Minimum
Combined Bike/Rider Weight? Last
week, the debate over the role of rider
weight was reignited by a post on
Instagram by BMW WorldSBK rider
Scott Redding, comparing his own
weight to that of Aruba.it Ducati’s

Alvaro Bautista, and asking whether there needs to be a
minimum combined rider/bike weight in WorldSBK. To back up his
claim, he posted some video clips and sector analysis from the
San Juan Villicum circuit in Argentina. “I just think it should be as
fair as possible for all of the riders,” Redding wrote.

Though the sentiment is admirable, the thing about motorcycle
racing is it is fundamentally unfair. Somebody else’s bike will
always be better than yours. Some other rider will be lighter,
stronger, have it easier than you in one way or another. That is of
little comfort to those racing in a particular class at a specific
event, but it remains true nonetheless. Read more…

How to cut your motorcycle
running costs Everybody’s feeling
the pinch at the moment, and most
of us are looking for ways to get our
outgoings under control. That’s why
Bikesure have put together this
guide looking at ways you can
reduce your motorcycle running costs. What affects motorcycle
running costs? Running a motorcycle or scooter is generally
cheaper than a car, but if you’re not careful it can still cost a lot of
money. Firstly, the size of your bike’s engine will determine the
amount of annual tax you need to pay. For anything less than
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150cc, you’ll be paying £19 a year, and this increases up to nearly
£300 for 600cc bikes and over. This kind of cost differential will
usually apply to all expenses related to bike ownership. For
example, a more powerful bike may cost more to insure, repair
and run on a day-to-day basis. Read more…

Winter wonderland: 16 secrets
of conquering even the coldest
conditions Riding all year round is
one of the most life-enriching things
you can do. Yes – some people will
think you’re mad; yes – you’ll have
to wash your bike more in salty
conditions and be more attentive to

maintenance; and yes – you might even get chilly. But the
rewards are huge. So what do you need to think about when
riding in winter? We hooked up with the gurus at Rapid Training to
get their 16 golden steps to riding in a winter wonderland (and
guess what? Most of them apply to riding in every other season,
too). Read more…

Learn how to broaden your bike
skills from the masters If you truly
want to be the master of your
motorcycle, the learning doesn’t stop
when you get your pass certificate,
nor indeed is it restricted to tarmac.
There are many motorcycle schools to

choose from, each offering something slightly different, be it flat
track, trials, or track riding. If you want your riding to keep
improving, learning all the different disciplines certainly won’t do
any harm. We’ve compiled a list of some of our favourite training
schools below, to help you choose the right one. What do all the
schools listed below have in common? They’re all run by former
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race and championship winners, so they’re akin to learning how
to play football from David Beckham. Read more…

Check Out XCELL, A
Hydrogen Bike Concept
With A Holographic
Display In the motorcycling
world of 2022, digital displays
and rider aids are
everywhere. While large
OEMs contemplate the next
generation of adaptive
electronic rider aids to enhance safety on the road, they’re
certainly not the only ones that are doing so. Take this 2022 Red
Dot Design Concept Award winner from Shanghai X-Idea
Industrial Design Company. XCELL is its name, and heightened
rider safety powered by hydrogen is its game. Design concepts
exist in a space where any- and everything is still possible—as
long as it can be visualized. Arguably, that’s why we prisoners of
the real world often find ourselves disappointed by the production
versions of highly-regarded concept machines, once they finally
come to fruition. While there’s no telling when or if the XCELL
might pass through the veil and into the real world, it’s definitely
the kind of design that would be difficult for a production vehicle
to live up to. Read more…

Around two years ago, I was just
minding my own business trundling
along the high street on my Yamaha
XJ600. I had just gone over a
pedestrian crossing after letting a little
old man walk over it.  Just after that, I
indicated and then began to turn right

into a side road as I needed to go to the post office.  It was at
that point when a lunatic delivery company driver decided to
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overtake the HGV behind me, on a pedestrian crossing, and also
try and overtake me. It would be fair to say the only thing he
delivered that day was a broken right leg to me, and a trashed
bike. Read more…

MoreBikes has teamed up with
our legal partners White Dalton
to offer advice and examples of
legal cases from scenario’s us
riders know only too well. A
series designed to help you
recognise the potential problems
you may face and what you need to do in case the worst
happens. Watch here…

Tech Talk: What to expect when
you service your motorcycle
What is the point in servicing a road
bike?
Paul says: Well, you’ve got to keep it
running sweet! The point of a service
is to keep the bike going, especially
as a lot of riders I encounter don’t

like doing any of their own maintenance – or very little at that.
Mind you, even if you do, it’s always good to get someone else
checking it over, as it will keep your bike at its optimum, and can
stop any issues becoming bigger. Read more…

Why motorcyclists make
excellent drivers Not every
motorcyclist is an excellent driver.
Some of us are rubbish, but I’d say
the majority of us are really good
at it. Let’s face it, we motorbike
boys and girls are good at most
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things, but in particular, we’re good at driving. But what makes us
so fantastic at it? Is it a God-given gift? Or has riding motorcycles
sharpened all the right senses, honed all the right skills and
taught us all the tricks that truly make us the kings, queens and
non-gender specific monarchs of the road? This is why I think
motorcyclists make excellent drivers. Read more…
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SAM Meetings

SAM Club Saturday Meetings, Meadowhall Retail Park
9am every Saturday throughout the year.

Come and join us - you know you want to ride!

Next SAM Club night: CHRISTMAS
PARTY!! 5th December 2022
meet at 7.30pm for an 8pm
start at Treeton Miners Welfare,
Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham
S60 5PW, UK

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to

update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.
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SAM Club’s Advanced Motorcycle Test Passes

Petr Selfert (First Pass)

Observer - Fran Thompson

Denny Luke (Pass)

Observer - Steve Bennett
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Sue Purnell (Pass)

Observer - Andy Frith

Neil Trench (Pass)

Observer - Steve Harper
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John Horsefield (Pass)

Observer - Matt Lee

Our latest Observer - Matt Lee
Receives his certificate from Chairman Steve Brown

November’s SAM club night saw more green badge passes.
16 Green Badge passes this year!

Let’s give a big hand to our latest
Observer and advanced rider test passes!!
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SAM Members FREE Spring Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 15 of 29

https://goo.gl/maps/AVWYWsqi1BZcJjTQ6
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/e0/7f/c4/e07fc4d11fb653dab3a2a499fc3c6aa7.jpg
https://iam-sheffield.bike


Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Our volunteer Mac was up early
this morning to collect a donation
of human donor milk from a Mum
in Norton which is bound for The
Milk Bank at Chester. Working with
our volunteer colleagues
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes
we handed over this precious
cargo Moto Wetherby Motorway Service Area , the rider will hand
over to Blood Bikes Manchester to ensure the milk is transported
quickly and safely to The Milk Bank in Chester. Incredible team
work from all the Duty Controllers, Drivers & Rider , of course
none of this would be possible with the generosity of local
businesses and the public. Thank you for keeping us on the road
& allowing us to respond to these requests. Search #blood247
on social media or visit www.bloodrun.co.uk to find out more
about our work or make a donation.
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

ROAD SAFETY WEEK

Today's theme for #roadsafetyweek is
TEACH. We'll be with Doncaster Council
officers today talking to students about
the issues faced by young drivers /riders
/ cyclists /pedestrians. Find out more

#doncasterisgreat #drivingtest
#learnerdriver

RETURN OF THE SCHOOL RUN

As our children prepare to go back to school
after the summer break, we are reminding
parents of the importance of safe parking.

Pupils across Rotherham, Doncaster,
Sheffield and Barnsley are gearing up to get
back in the classroom which means the
return of the school run.

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership
(SYSRP) is making a plea to parents and
carers to choose a safe place to park away from the school gates.

Joanne Wehrle, SYSRP manager, said: “We appreciate that people
can be in a rush in a morning and that getting children to school
on time can be hard work.

“But it is extremely important that you don’t park in restricted
areas including the keep clear zig-zags or double yellow lines.

“Parked cars outside schools can be a hazard and stopping on the
yellow zig-zag lines puts children at risk.
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“If walking or catching the bus isn’t an option for you, please park
in a legal and safe place and give yourself extra time in the
morning.”

SYSRP is also asking parents to remind children of the green
cross code ahead of the start of the new school year.

“When taking children to school, teach them to find a safer place
to cross then always to stop, look, listen and think before they
cross the road,” added Joanne.

“Because of their size, children can’t see if the road is clear from
behind parked cars and drivers can’t see children hidden from
sight.

“Please make sure that your children know that roads are
dangerous and don’t let very young children out on their own.

“Every time you cross, do it properly – always set the right
example. If there is a crossing, please use it.

“We wish everyone safe travels as South Yorkshire gets back to
school.”

SYSRP runs road safety sessions in schools across South
Yorkshire. To find out more and for more information about the
work of SYSRP please visit www.sysrp.co.uk. You can contact us
on 01709 832455.

Earlier this week we shared this
footage as part of our Christmas
Drink Driving 2021 campaign
alongside our partners South
Yorkshire Safer Roads
Partnership.

With it being the weekend we
hope people are safely enjoying either works Christmas parties or
social gatherings with loved ones.
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But please remember that if you need to get behidn the wheel
today that you didn't overdo it last night and are not legally
allowed to do so.

Always remember that it's #NoneForTheRoad and that it is never
okay to endanger either your own life or those of other road users
by getting behind the wheel when over the drug or alcohol limit.

ARE YOU A CYCLIST?

As a good cyclist you will know
how important it is to check the
lights are working on your bike.

In the #WINTER months it's so
important that all road users do
everything they can to reduce
the risks posed by reduced
visibility - no matter how we
travel! We all have a role to play
in road safety.

Gear Up 4 Charity – we told you last time
about a project we were developing as a
joint venture with a local charity, where
riders donate their old or unwanted riding
gear to the charity and items can then be
sold at a reduced cost to young riders via
the charity’s online site. It’s a win-win-win;
helping riders to offload their unwanted
gear, providing much needed funds for good

causes and enabling young riders to get gear at an affordable
price. Unfortunately as the project was nearing final completion,
the charity we had been working with - Bluebell Wood - took the
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reluctant decision to close their retail outlets, which unfortunately
led to the project falling at the final hurdle. Other charities have
since been considered, but as yet none have the right fit. We’re
continuing to look for a suitable charity to work with on this
project.

BetheBest – we have created a generic logo to
encourage all riders to take additional training
in one format or another; such as IAM,
BikeSafe or ERS. The new logo and #BetheBest
tagline has been printed on promotional snoods
to promote the campaign (available at SAM
Club Nights). The snoods have been produced
in a series of different motorbike brand colours, (Red, Orange,
Green and Blue), to test if this approach is more appealing to
riders.

Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
back in 1977, US researcher Harry

Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
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the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** TIPS ON TUESDAY *** Build some flex
into your plans I had a momentary
heart-in-mouth moment yesterday morning as I
was approaching a mini-roundabout. I'd checked
right and there was nothing coming I needed to

give way to, but as I moved onto the island, what should appear
at the last second… Read more

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses 286 Wed 9 November -
motorcycle news, tips & views in today's show... start-up EV
battery manufacturer in difficulties... EV charger designed ‘for
UK-wide rollout’ may never be made... Devon & Cornwall police
find speeding drivers 'shocking'... parked van contributed to…
Read more

*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY *** What
angle should our elbows be at? A while
ago, I was asked to comment on this particular
statement, which comes from an IAM-authored
guide on cornering on the MCN website. It
says: "Your riding position is another important
factor to achieve accurate, proportional an…
Read more

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses 287 Sun 13 November -
motorcycle news, tips & views in today's show... attempted
bike-jack in Sheffield... moped jacked in Barrow... Panigale stolen
whilst rider was on phone... fourteen bikes seized, seven arrested
during funeral 'ride-out'... German equity firm gains...Read more
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*** COMMENT *** "How difficult can it be..." "to chat over
the radio?” That was the dismissive comment from one
non-trainer on a bike forum after I cautioned an experienced rider
not to underestimate the difficulty of using radios effectively. The
reason for commenting was that he had just bought...Read more
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IAM RoadSmart News

Time to accelerate road safety
delivery, says IAM RoadSmart
CEO, Antony Kildare It was just last
month that we issued a statement to
the, then new, Secretary of State for
Transport Anne Marie Trevelyan MP,

calling on her to take immediate action to get the UK back on
track as a world leader for road safety. More information

Simple steps to being a safer
pedestrian In support of Road
Safety Week, Brake’s biggest annual
road safety campaign, IAM
RoadSmart is helping everyone to
know how they can be a safer
pedestrian. More information

A Young Drivers Perspective on
IAM RoadSmart I started working
for IAM RoadSmart back in August
2022 and since then, it feels like
my knowledge and education
surrounding driving has changed so
much. More information

At IAM RoadSmart, we wouldn’t be who we
are without the work and support of our
phenomenal Trustees. Our Trustees bring a
wealth of knowledge and experience from
various industries, providing key insights for
IAM RoadSmart that help us to be the best
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we can be. They also actively support us every single step of the
way in achieving our vision of improving the safety of UK roads.
So, this Trustees’ Week, we’d like to give a huge shoutout to our
Trustees and those supporting charities up and down the country.
Read more about our Trustees here.

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift?
Why not gift an Advanced course!
Whether they’re a driver or a rider the
gift of road safety is both thoughtful and
practical to keep your loved ones safe
this Christmas. You can buy online, or if
you’re planning on visiting Motorcycle
Live this November, you’ll be able to

purchase there #motorcyclelive

Not long now till Motorcycle Live at the
NEC. If you haven’t already, there is still
time to buy tickets! You can find the IAM
RoadSmart stand in Hall 2 stand 2C05
where Nick Sanders MBE, a Yamaha
Ambassador will be joining us everyday
at 12pm! If you’ve been thinking about
an Advanced course for a while, or just
want to come and say hello- we’d love to
see you there! #motorcyclelive

New CEO set to drive the future of the
UK’s leading road safety charity
Experienced senior business leader,
Antony Kildare, has been announced as
the new permanent CEO of the UK’s
leading independent road safety charity,
IAM RoadSmart.
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Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads
can be a dangerous place,
even for the most alert and
cautious riders. While you can
never be 100% safe,
becoming an advanced rider
will equip you with the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan for,
the hazards you encounter on your rides. Find out more

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:
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● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
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motorcycle rider. Thank you.
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Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 23rd November 2022
● Next SAM Club Night: CHRISTMAS PARTY!! 5th

December 2022 meet at 7.30pm for an 8pm start
Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham
S60 5PW, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
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What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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