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Editorial
The SAM Club was very sad to hear the news that our, very
dedicated, IAM RoadSmart Regional Service Delivery Team
manager, Peter Serhatlic, had died suddenly.  Many SAM Club
members will not be aware of the vital role he played in
coordinating and directing IAM RoadSmart services in our region.
Our deepest condolences go to Peter’s family at this very sad time
for them. On behalf of the SAM Club, Chairman, Steve Brown, is
sending our sympathy and thoughts to Peter’s wife and family.

In your SAM Club newsletter this week you can read about how,
in a recent three month period, 200,000 motorcycles and
scooters in Paris were issued with parking fines. Motorcycles and
scooters in the city had free parking and now have to pay
€3/hour. The stated aim of the parking charges is to reduce
pollution and encourage the use of electric vehicles. It seems
there is some way to go before French bikers will part with their
hard earned money.

In other news you can look to the future with a guide to women’s
motorcycle clothing. Also, take a look at how motorcycle design
might change in the next 12 years, i.e. before we all have to
disappear up our own exhaust pipes in 2035. There is an
interesting article on how the UK strikes might affect UK
motorcyclists.

If you just want to get away and leave all the UK trouble and
strife behind, why not consider a solo ride on the TransAmerica
Trail. Fancy going a bit further? Try riding in the oxygen-thin
roads of Nepal. Even if you don’t go travelling, it’s really great to
read about how it might be done and imagine that you’re riding
those two wheels. If you are riding out, there is some great
advice on how to ride in snow and icy conditions. Happy reading.
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Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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Biking News Online

Safe Motorcycle Riding Tips for
Women No, there isn’t a new seafaring
hover-bike unveiled here. We men may
be comfortable in same fixed clothing
and gear on motorcycles, well-worn,
tested & true. However, women have
such a range of choices, they often end

up selecting a two-wheeler that’s most commonly known and
popular, based on their daily clothing. Women in Asia however
seem to be on scooters. With options and popularity of
light-weight and middle-weight motorcycles gaining ground,
many developing nations have found new customers for
motorcycles in the women population. Read more

Future Freewheeling: a glimpse into
the future of electric motorcycle
design. To reduce reliance on fossil
fuels, the UK government is moving
forwards with a plan to ban the sale
of new petrol motorcycles and
scooters by 2035, which could make
electricity the most common fuel
source for motorbikes. But with the petrol engine being such a
core part of the design, sound and feel of motorbikes, how will
this change impact the typical design of motorcycles in the
future? To find out, Bikesure and Kardesigns have visualised a
concept bike to understand what the typical electric motorcycle of
2035 might look like. Read more
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Motorcyclists are notoriously hard to
buy gifts for. For many of us,
motorcycling is much more than a
mode of transportation, it is our
primary hobby and a huge part of our
lives. But most riders, at least those
who own a motorcycle and spend
regular time on it, already have their

riding kits all picked out. It is for that reason, we’ve left gloves,
boots, jackets, helmets, and normal motorcycling gear off of this
list in lieu of more universal motorcycle gadgets and accessories.
So here are a few of our favorite motorcycle items that the rider
in your life may not have yet, and is sure to appreciate.

Moments before cresting an
unnamed Nepalese hilltop, my Royal
Enfield Himalayan and I were
gasping for oxygen in the high
elevation, both motorcycle and rider
sluggish from a touch of altitude
sickness. We were also determined
to stay on the gas, to be the first to the top and soak in the view
before the others arrived, to see another view of a sky that can’t
decide whether to rain or snow, the scene beautiful and mournful
in the same moment. A featureless crowned mesa at 15,000 feet
on the Tibetan plateau, nestled in a barren basin ringed with the
snow capped peaks of the Himalayas. This is a place I never
imagined existed.

Paris Issues 200,000
Motorcycle And Scooter
Parking Tickets In 3 Months.
On September 1, 2022, Paris
instituted a new parking fee
for motorbikes and scooters.
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Previously, all two-wheelers enjoyed free parking access
throughout the City of Lights. However, officials implemented a
€3 ($3) per hour parking rate to curb urban congestion, pollution,
and noise. Ruffling even more feathers, the newly-mandated fees
only applied to motorcycles and scooters equipped with internal
combustion engines. Just three months following the order, Paris
police have already issued more than 200,000 parking violation
tickets. With fines ranging between €25 ($26 USD) and €37.5
($40 USD), the staggering total amounts to more than €5M
($5.3M USD) in fines. During that same period, authorities
removed and impounded 5,000 motorcycles and scooters for
illegal parking. Read more

Motorcycle Tips: Riding Alone
Off-Road. Call me crazy, but in
the past decade I’ve ridden
solo for half of the
TransAmerica Trail, three
Backcountry Discover Routes
(Colorado, Idaho, and New
Mexico), the Oklahoma
Adventure Trail, and the Lone Star Loop. Motorcycle forums often
have threads debating the pros and cons of riding solo off-road.
Some think it’s foolish; others think it’s the only way to ride.
When you’re on your own in the backcountry, help may not be
readily available if you need it. But there are also benefits to solo
adventures – as long as you use some common sense. Read more

HOW TO RIDE A MOTORCYCLE IN
SNOW AND ICY CONDITIONS IN the
UK we really cannot avoid winter. Our
tiny (in comparison) island has a
micro-climate all of its own, meaning,
for the most part, riding all year round
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will mean meeting some sideways rain, snow and ice at some
point. If you really need to this winter and want to know how to
ride a motorcycle in snow, this article is for you! But don’t think
this means you have to tuck the bike up in the garage through.
Spring is a long time away, and a wintery ride through the snow
can still be a rewarding experience if it’s done correctly. Before
you attempt any form of riding through ice, snow or wintery
weather, you must first check your bike is ready for the task. To
do that, check out our guide to preparing your steed for winter.
Read more

TEAM OBSOLETE: WHAT'S UP,
AGO? Team Obsolete, the
Brooklyn-based classic racing
team, owns some of the most
desirable motorcycles of the mid-
to late-20th Century. Robert
Iannucci, owner of Team Obsolete,
has never been content to just
own and display these machines;
his passion lies in hearing and seeing them in action. To that end,
he and his crew have travelled the world, putting some of the
greatest riders of the machines back on track to the delight of
motorcycle fans everywhere they go. They’ve raced and paraded
the glorious MV Agusta racers, the incredible Honda 250/six and
others from the period nearly everywhere, including the Isle of
Man, England, Italy and the USA. Read more

INDUSTRIAL ACTION –
WHICH STRIKES WILL AFFECT
UK BIKERS With industrial
action taking place across the
UK this winter, we’ve taken a
look at all the strikes
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happening, highlighting which ones could affect you. THE winter
of 2023 may well be remembered as when many workers took to
the picket line, as strikes are taking place from now, until the new
year. Many of those strikes are affecting public services like
ambulance staff, nurses, and Royal Mail workers, although there
are also some that will affect UK road users. To help you find out
who is striking and when, we’ve compiled a page to keep you
updated with all the industrial action planned for December 2023.
Read more
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SAM Meetings

SAM Club Saturday Meetings, Meadowhall Retail Park
9am every Saturday throughout the year. When it's this cold

Blood Bikes South Yorkshire still ride. Brave riders all.
Come and join us - you know you want to ride!

Next SAM Club night: 6th January
2023 meet at 7.30pm for an
8pm start at Treeton Miners
Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton,
Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to
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update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.

SAM Club’s Advanced Motorcycle Test Passes

Petr Selfert (First Pass)

Observer - Fran Thompson

Denny Luke (Pass)

Observer - Steve Bennett
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Sue Purnell (Pass)

Observer - Andy Frith

Neil Trench (Pass)

Observer - Steve Harper
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John Horsefield (Pass)

Observer - Matt Lee

Our latest Observer - Matt Lee
Receives his certificate from Chairman Steve Brown

November’s SAM club night saw more green badge passes.
16 Green Badge passes this year!

Let’s give a big hand to our latest
Observer and advanced rider test passes!!
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SAM Members FREE Spring Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.
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Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Thank you to everyone who rallied
around the NHS when our blood stocks
were low in October. We had an amazing
response, but we can’t stop there.

We need your help this winter so we can
keep supplying hospitals and patients with
the blood they need over the festive
period.

Please keep your appointment to give
blood if you can, and book your next one too

Here are the latest statistics from
Whiteknight’s Yorkshire Blood Bikes.
Every urgent journey we make saves
the NHS a huge amount of money in
sourcing private hire alternatives.

In November we completed over 200
urgent call outs with over 6500miles

travelled.
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We would very much like you to make a Christmas donation to
Whiteknight’s to keep us on the road this winter. Please donate

We are also still trying to recruit a winter vehicle. Please contact
us if you might be able to help.

Thank you to the Rotary Club of
Humberside for their recent
donation of £150 to Whiteknight’s
Yorkshire Blood Bikes. Pictured is
President Dave Evans with Matthew
from WKYBB.

Welcome on board to a new volunteer
rider. Whiteknight’s West Yorkshire wish
Advanced Qualified rider, Tudor, a safe and
productive first shift on operational duty.

Whiteknights remain on duty whatever the
weather. Welcome to the team Tudor.

#bloodbikes
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

#P2WLayerUP - It may seem odd, but
more thinner layers are better than one
thick layer while riding your scooter or
motorbike.  This allows you to add or
remove layers to control your body
temperature.

It's another frosty one.

Stopping distances can be up to 10 x
longer when driving on ice, so keep your
distance from the car in front.

Reduce speed & make gentle
movements. Avoid wheel spinning when
pulling away by selecting second gear &
ease your foot gently off the clutch

#icerink #barnsley #doncaster #sheffield #rotherham

DRIVING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS:

Don't let travel chaos get in the way
of your Christmas plans.

Be prepared - check your vehicle is
fit for the road: #barnsleyisbrill
#doncasterisgreat #sheffieldissuper

#rotherhamiswonderful #breakdown
#Strikes
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#P2WLayerUP - It's still possible to
have some great riding over the
winter months BUT remember to
layer up and protect any bare skin
from the chill factor.

WEATHER WARNING:

A yellow warning of ICE and FOG
is currently in place for South
Yorkshire.

Please beware of freezing fog and
patches of ice on untreated roads,

pavements and cycle paths.

For more #ice #snow #fog #barnsley #doncaster #sheffield
#rotherham SYP Operational Support

Gear Up 4 Charity – we told you last time
about a project we were developing as a
joint venture with a local charity, where
riders donate their old or unwanted riding
gear to the charity and items can then be
sold at a reduced cost to young riders via
the charity’s online site. It’s a win-win-win;
helping riders to offload their unwanted
gear, providing much needed funds for good

causes and enabling young riders to get gear at an affordable
price. Unfortunately as the project was nearing final completion,
the charity we had been working with - Bluebell Wood - took the
reluctant decision to close their retail outlets, which unfortunately
led to the project falling at the final hurdle. Other charities have
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since been considered, but as yet none have the right fit. We’re
continuing to look for a suitable charity to work with on this
project.

BetheBest – we have created a generic logo to
encourage all riders to take additional training
in one format or another; such as IAM,
BikeSafe or ERS. The new logo and #BetheBest
tagline has been printed on promotional snoods
to promote the campaign (available at SAM
Club Nights). The snoods have been produced
in a series of different motorbike brand colours, (Red, Orange,
Green and Blue), to test if this approach is more appealing to
riders.

Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
back in 1977, US researcher Harry

Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.
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LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** TIPS ON TUESDAY *** Learner
Lessons Pt 3 - Road surfaces Over the
last two weeks, I've been talking about
positioning, and how one of the most
important considerations when deciding
just where to ride is the impact on a
two-wheeler caused by the road surface

itself. Unlike a car that balances… Read more

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses
294 Wed 7 December -
motorcycle news, tips & views

in today's show... police stop in South
Wales leaves motorcyclist dead and
driver injured... compensation offer
from Derbyshire police after rider's death 'an insult'... former US
spy Anne Sacoolas won't return to UK...Read more

*** FOCUS ON FRIDAY ***
Motorcycles are NOT the centre of
the universe A discussion arose
recently after a novice rider posted
about a scary moment on a
roundabout, after a car began to move
out before the bike was fully clear. To

be honest, it didn't sound any more serious than the sort of
thing… Read more
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*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY ***
How fast is too fast? 2 - riding at
night

When riding on unlit roads, modern
motorcycle lights are - compared
with the lights that were fitted to my
first bikes - brilliant, and I mean that in both senses of the word.
They are much brighter, they throw light further down...Read
more

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses 295
Sun 11 December - motorcycle
news, tips & views

in today's show... Anne Sacoolas gets
suspended sentence... police stop

operation leads to DVSA investigation into forged CBT
certificate... e-stepscooter bill delayed as government 'still
studying evidence'... Survival...Read more

*** COMMENT *** Why are
bikers referred to as organ
donors?

Ever wondered why doctors and
surgeons refer to bikers as organ
donors? There's a simple answer. A
common source of donor organs
are from people who died following traumatic injury from motor
vehicle accidents. These deaths accounted for...Read more

IAM RoadSmart News

Where do Britain’s biggest Christmas
drink-drivers live? The areas of the country
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where revellers could be most likely to indulge in the wrong kind of Christmas
spirit this festive season, by drink-driving, have been revealed by IAM
RoadSmart.

Road Safety charity supports food banks this
Christmas The UK’s largest independent road
safety charity with a network of around 180
local groups and 77,000 members, IAM
RoadSmart is calling on their community of
members and volunteers to join the fight

against food poverty.

Safety driving tips for winter weather
conditions

With snow impacting many of us in the UK this
week, now is a good time to remind everyone
how to drive safely when the temperature drops

below zero.

Winter Driving Tips 2022

Driving in winter can be difficult, and fog
frequently makes the dark mornings and
evenings more dangerous. It is important to
know exactly how to adapt your driving
behaviour to suit the weather conditions at the
time.

Travelling over the festive period

Christmas is a time for family, food & drink and
of course presents! Most of us will be travelling
at some point over the festive period, on roads
that will inevitably be busier than usual.

Take care of yourself and others this
Christmas
While the festive period is a merry time for lots
of people, for some, it can be a particularly
difficult. Mental Health Motorbike (MHM) is a
charity that exists to support the mental health
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and wellbeing of its members at all times of the year.

E-scooters: What you must know before
Christmas Listed amongst one of the
must-haves this Christmas, e-scooters are
flying off the shelves with thousands expected
to sell before the big day.

With the
cost-of-living

crisis, we’ve been looking at ways that we can help
support the most vulnerable in society. This week, we
asked employees to make a donation to a collection
box which will be dropped off at a local food bank. We
are pleased to help make a difference to those who
need it most and encourage those in our community to

do the same if they are able to. Read more

While the festive period is a merry time, it can be
challenging for some. In this article, we hear how
some Mental Health Motorbike (MHM) members
‘manage’ over the festive period hoping it'll be helpful
to others this Christmas. Find out more

Catch up with Usernamekate as she continues her
Advanced Rider journey! Watch this next instalment
of her YouTube vlog to hear what her second
Observer, Harry from Bury and Rochdale Advanced
Motorists - BRAM, has to say about her progress.
Watch here.

Thank you to all our trainers for your commitment
and hard work on the road, in the classroom and
virtually. You’re instrumental in making the roads a
safer place for everybody. Find out more about
our trainers
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Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads can
be a dangerous place, even for
the most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you
with the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan for, the hazards
you encounter on your rides. Find out more

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 24 of 27

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-rider
https://iam-sheffield.bike


● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.
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Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 25th January 2023
● Next SAM Club Night: 6th February 2023 meet at

7.30pm for an 8pm start Treeton Miners Welfare,
Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
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What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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