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Editorial
This edition of the SAM Club newsletter comes out 3 days before
the SAM CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY. It’s on the 5th December
2022 starting at 7.30pm. Details in this newsletter. Lots of raffle
prizes to be won, so make sure you come along to show you
appreciation for all the effort; and, have a great time with all your
SAM Club friends.

It’s been a busy week and Anthony Kildare, IAM RoadSmart CEO,
has set out an agenda for the future focus of the organisation.
These changes are aimed at reducing road deaths to zero. This
target was started by Project Edward, a road safety initiative to
use evidence-based road safety activities, to inform future road
safety campaigns. Just to remind ourselves of the problem. In the
UK in 2021 there were 1,558 road deaths (down 11% from1

2019) and 27,250 (down 12.1% from 2019) people seriously
injured. Motorists drove 297.6bn miles (an 11.9% increase from
2019); and, 1.25 million motorcycles rode 4.4bn miles. Deaths
and serious injuries are on the decline and advanced driver and
rider training is part of the solution to helping make our roads
safer.

As the cost of living escalates out of all proportion to most
people’s incomes, motorcycle sales are up 21.9% in 2021 and
have continued to rise since. Most bikers are riding 3-5 thousand
miles each year, compared to car drivers travelling 10-15
thousand miles each year. The economic advantages of helping
people get to work, going shopping, attending health care and
other appointments, travel by motorcycle is going to increase in
the coming years.

After listening to the 174 IAM Groups, IAM RoadSmart has
decided to:

1 Annual Report of Road Casualties in Great Britain 2021
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● Roll out a single National Observer qualification across the
UK

● Work with academics to assess the impact of new technology
on road safety

● Work with the UK Government to reduce harm by helping to
produce a safer road network,

● Lobby for more regulation of electric vehicles, autonomous
technologies and decarbonisation strategies.

● Opposing the suggestion that novice drivers with a Category
B licence should automatically be licenced to drive a
Category C1 vehicle. This means that if they passed their
driving test in a Mini they would also be licensed to drive a
Daf truck!!

To begin, IAM RoadSmart has appointed new Trustees to its
Council. Victoria Milford has retail experience in HR and finance.
Tom Kelman has 35 years experience at KPMG, not-for-profit and
membership organisations. Three Trustees have resigned.

In the rest of your SAM Club newsletter. Piaggio has filed a patent
for a 4-wheeled, tilting vehicle, capable of carrying a load of up to
80kg. There is probably already a prototype and it is aimed at the
local delivery vehicle market. Motorcycle Live, at the NEC in
Birmingham, was a great success with 90,000 visitors. I couldn’t
go this year, but reports say there was a brilliant, family-friendly
atmosphere, enjoying the bikes, accessories and activities. The
packed 5-day event also supports the continued increase in P2W
(powered two-wheel) transport.

I didn’t think I would ever be saying that Sadiq Khan was a friend
to bikers. However, in extending the ULEZ regulations to all
Longon boroughs he may have, inadvertently, helped motorcycle
sales. How? Pre-2007 Euro 3 bikes, with a few exceptions, will
now have to pay £12.50/day to ride in London or face a hefty fine
and seizure of their bikes. So, it’s likely that a lot of bikers will be
looking for new bikes to get around London.
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Finally, there are a couple of adventure bike stories, a link to an
article on how to stay warm on a cold weather ride and lots of
other interesting information. Happy reading - see you at the SAM
CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY!!!

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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Biking News Online

The Piaggio MP3 has been in production
since 2006, and essentially created its
own market for leaning three-wheeled
scooters, putting 50 percent more rubber
on the road at the front, and adding
stability to help attract riders who might
be cautious about using conventional

two-wheeled vehicles. Now, the firm has filed a patent application
showing an evolution of the idea that expands the wheel count
again to create a four-wheeled machine, which still corners like a
motorcycle and takes up the bare minimum of space on the road.
Read more…

Kymco up their security game:
Free Datatool trackers available
for all UK models. Taiwanese
scooter and electric giant Kymco
have stepped up the fight against
bike crime by offering a Datatool
Stealth tracker completely free on
all their UK models. Customers who
buy a new Kymco from December 2022 onwards will have the
option to have the device fitted (usually costing £395) and then
pay £9.99 per month for a subscription to Datatool’s services.
This will grant them access to 24/7 theft tracking, real-time
vehicle location, movement alerts and built-in crash detection.
“Protection and security of our customers’ coveted products has
never been more important,” said Mark Hermolle, Kymco UK’s
Managing Director. “Kymco endeavours to continue to add
value-added, augmented products, to its offerings. We want to
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provide our customers with the very best solutions for safe and
enjoyable riding. Read more

Organisers of the annual Motorcycle
Live show are celebrating a highly
successful 2022 event following nine
busy days at Birmingham’s National
Exhibition Centre (NEC).
Showcasing 52 motorcycle
manufacturers across three halls,
plus opportunities to take test rides

both on the surrounding roads and a dedicated indoor off-road
Adventure Experience, just under 90,000 visitors attended from
November 19-27. Speaking to MCN on the Monday of the event,
Managing Director, Finlay McAllan said: “We have to consider
2022 to be our new Year One because last year was an anomaly
because we had a bump in the road with Omicron and temporary
face masks. The motorcycle industry we saw in 2019 doesn’t exist
anymore.” Read more

The Mayor of London,
Sadiq Khan, has
announced that he will
expand the city’s Ultra
Low Emission Zone (ULEZ)
to cover all boroughs as of
Tuesday, August 29, 2023.
ULEZ was introduced back
in 2019 in an attempt
improve air quality in
London by removing the most polluting vehicles from the road.
Said to have already reduced roadside pollution levels by 44% in
central London and 20% in inner London, the zone operates 24
hours a day, seven days a week and entering with a
non-compliant bike incurs a daily charge of £12.50. The new zone
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will now run up to the city’s Low Emission Zone boundary –
potentially impacting millions more riders and drivers using
non-compliant machinery for work and leisure. As it stands, any
bike manufactured after the point Euro3 came into force (2007) is
compliant, however some earlier bikes are also exempt. Read
more

How to Keep Warm on Cold
Weather Rides. There are weather
conditions which are cold,  and then
there are those bitter,
cold-to-the-bone chilling
temperatures! And some of those cold
temperatures coupled with wind-chill
after even one hour of riding can be
distracting!  Every motorcyclist knows
this is a battle we fight when riding in

cold weather – the struggle of – how to keep warm on cold
weather rides. Certainly, a bit of chilliness can be invigorating, but
prolonged cold is dangerous for any rider and may even result in
frostbite. Cold is a distraction (our thoughts go to it) and cold
slows our responses. In fact, staying warm while riding is more
important than you might imagine. Our metabolism slows when
we’re cold. With that, our body compensates by causing us to
shiver to generate “internal heat”. This is good. However, for a
motorcycle rider, this can be fatiguing as well as affect our rider
concentration. The shivering further creates tension; our bodies
stiffen which means, your riding mobility becomes inhibited. Read
more

The Long Way Across Ontario
on the Trans Canada Adventure
Trail. After months of planning and
a morning of pavement riding, we
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arrived at a section of the Trans Canada Adventure Trail near
Huntsville, Ontario. Our plan was to ride about 900 miles of the
TCAT, which stretches 9,000 mostly off-road miles from
Newfoundland in the east to British Columbia in the west (see
sidebar “TCAT 101” at end of the story). Our group was a fairly
diverse threesome of riders. Dan, who had some dirt-riding
experience, was concerned with how his Yamaha Super Ténéré
would handle some of the tighter, more technical parts of the
trail. Greg’s KTM 790 Adventure was probably the most off-road
capable bike on this trip, but with almost zero dirt-riding
experience, he didn’t know how he would handle the rigors of the
trail. Read more

A Solo Journey on the
TransAmerica Trail. “You realize that
we’re moving to mandatory
evacuation,” the park ranger told me as
I pulled up to the campground kiosk to
check in. It was August 2020, and
Hurricane Isaias was bearing down on
the East Coast just as I was about to

start my “Adventure of a Lifetime.” The storm was expected to
make landfall right where we were standing at North Carolina’s
Cape Hatteras National Seashore. A month earlier, my KTM 500
EXC-F had been loaded on a truck in Louisiana, bound for Outer
Banks Harley-Davidson. I had flown into Norfolk, Virginia, with
plans to pick up my bike and spend a week at the beach with
friends before starting my solo journey on the TransAmerica Trail.
Read more

TOAD TALKS: TALES FROM THE
HARD SHOULDER OF A 'SMART
MOTORWAY' With the news that
smart motorways are under scrutiny
regarding safety concerns, I thought
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I’d share with you just one experience I’ve had with this type of
road. THE life of a bike journo, it really isn’t all glamour. Most
months will see me spending at least 1000 miles pounding up and
down the motorway – mostly M1, M25 and M40 – to get to
launches, the airport and press events. Here are the true events
of just one such ride, which goes some way to proving just how
rubbish the smart motorway really is. Read more

Top 5 ways to upcycle old riding
kit Motorcycle riding kit doesn’t last
forever. Especially if you’ve got a
penchant for crashing; I’ve been
known to go through several helmets
and almost as many leather suits in a
single year. But even if you’re not a

top crasher, like me, things soon wear out, go out of date and out
of fashion. But we motorcyclists are a responsible bunch, and not
the type to needlessly throw all our old gear into the nearest
landfill site. Because there are loads of things you can do with
your old riding kit, and here are some of the best. Read more
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SAM Meetings

SAM Club Saturday Meetings, Meadowhall Retail Park
9am every Saturday throughout the year.

Come and join us - you know you want to ride!

Next SAM Club night: CHRISTMAS
PARTY!! 5th December 2022
meet at 7.30pm for an 8pm
start at Treeton Miners Welfare,
Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham
S60 5PW, UK

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to

update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.
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SAM Club’s Advanced Motorcycle Test Passes

Petr Selfert (First Pass)

Observer - Fran Thompson

Denny Luke (Pass)

Observer - Steve Bennett
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Sue Purnell (Pass)

Observer - Andy Frith

Neil Trench (Pass)

Observer - Steve Harper
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John Horsefield (Pass)

Observer - Matt Lee

Our latest Observer - Matt Lee
Receives his certificate from Chairman Steve Brown

November’s SAM club night saw more green badge passes.
16 Green Badge passes this year!

Let’s give a big hand to our latest
Observer and advanced rider test passes!!
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SAM Members FREE Spring Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.
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Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Making a difference
doesn’t end just because
you have passed your
Advanced Test, in fact, it
opens the doors for you to
create even more of a
positive impact. For those
of you who have passed an
Advanced Riding course, why not become a Blood Biker? You’ll be
helping to transport a variety of clinical products across the UK,
all whilst providing a vital service to our NHS. Find out more here

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 16 of 26

mailto:fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/blood-bikes?fbclid=IwAR1PeCziVU8CzvDTVPyddZizWbYAn88FyH4QWkDl7CKaeNa7l9eDNIJL1Uo
https://iam-sheffield.bike


South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

HAD A FEW DRINKS LAST NIGHT?

As a good driver you will know that it is
possible to still be over the legal limit
the following day. An average liver can
process approximately one unit of
alcohol per hour, starting one hour after
drinking has stopped. This means that
if someone drinks 12 units, it can take

them roughly 13 hours to fully sober up. So it can be just as risky
to drive the morning after the night before! Find out more

#hangover #drinkdrive #safetyfirst #wednesday

Gear Up 4 Charity – we told you last time
about a project we were developing as a
joint venture with a local charity, where
riders donate their old or unwanted riding
gear to the charity and items can then be
sold at a reduced cost to young riders via
the charity’s online site. It’s a win-win-win;
helping riders to offload their unwanted
gear, providing much needed funds for good
causes and enabling young riders to get gear at an affordable
price. Unfortunately as the project was nearing final completion,
the charity we had been working with - Bluebell Wood - took the
reluctant decision to close their retail outlets, which unfortunately
led to the project falling at the final hurdle. Other charities have
since been considered, but as yet none have the right fit. We’re
continuing to look for a suitable charity to work with on this
project.
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BetheBest – we have created a generic logo to
encourage all riders to take additional training
in one format or another; such as IAM,
BikeSafe or ERS. The new logo and #BetheBest
tagline has been printed on promotional snoods
to promote the campaign (available at SAM
Club Nights). The snoods have been produced

in a series of different motorbike brand colours, (Red, Orange,
Green and Blue), to test if this approach is more appealing to
riders.

Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
back in 1977, US researcher Harry

Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** TIPS ON TUESDAY *** Learner Lessons
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Pt 1 - 'command' position. Here's a question which popped up on
the forum the other day from a rider taking L plate training: "My
instructor said 'stay in the middle of the lane' - which I believe is
command position... I feel when driving… Read more

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses 290 Wed 23 November -
motorcycle news, tips & views in today's show... last
remaining Avon tyre plant in UK to close... electric bikes to pay
road tax from 2025... lower speed limit on part of M4 in Wales
now in force... G20 policed by electric bikes... plan to use EV
...Read more

*** VIDEO NASTY *** Ryan
debunks 'smart helmets' I'm
not a technophobe - far from it, if
there's a gadget, I'm usually a
sucker for it. Remember DOS? It
ran the first home PCs long before
Windows or MacOS were available
and way before anyone had thought of smartphones. I had a
DOS-running PC and … Read more

*** COMMENT *** Whatever
happened to... Skully helmets Do
you remember Skully? They were
one of a number of start-ups
promising to cram heads-up displays
into helmets. Reevu, Galea, Skully -
just a few of the names. The

FortNine video video that I featured yesterday reminded me of
the Skully brand...Read more
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*** VIDEO NASTY ***
Ryan debunks 'smart
helmets'

I'm not a technophobe - far
from it, if there's a gadget, I'm
usually a sucker for it.
Remember DOS? It ran the
first home PCs long before Windows or MacOS were available and
way before anyone had thought of smartphones. I had a
DOS-running PC and on that PC I had Autoroute for DOS - the
great-grandparent of our current route planning software for use
at the end of my courier career. On the bike, I had a clamshell
Psion 3a with portable maps long before Googlemaps. I had a
black and white GPS which didn't route, but simply pointed an
arrow in the direction I should be going - that led to some
interesting routes. I had on-bike camera that used videotape, and
a Palm with a keyboard long before Blackberry appeared…Read
FB Post Watch video here…

*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY ***
How fast is too fast? 1 - filtering.
A question I get asked all the time,
both on my training courses and
online is "what's the right speed
for...?" and then I'm asked about a
particular situation and I am

expected to give a simple 'xx mph' answer. The trouble is, aside
...Read more
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*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses 291
Sun 27 November in today's show...
new EuroNCAP tests for autonomous
cars to include PTW detection... riders
continue to pressure Hackney council
on parking charges... FEMA calls for
affordable motorcycling... but Ducati
reject cheaper bikes... BSA shows off 650cc Read more

COMMENT November 28 Will bikes be tested by
EuroNCAP? In my regular 'in-depth' feature at the end of
Elevenses yesterday, I talked about the section of the Euro NCAP
document, "Vision 2030: a Safer Future for Mobility", which
outlines the organisation's new roadmap for the future safety
testing of vehicles. I picked up on this because here is what
it...Read more

IAM RoadSmart News

Government plans could see
novice drivers with a category B
car licence instantly entitled to a
category C1 licence, allowing them
to drive vehicles weighing up to
7.5 tonnes. This would mean that
a driver as young as 18 years old,

who has just passed their practical driving test, could be allowed
to drive large trucks without further training. IAM RoadSmart has
warned strongly against the proposal, asserting that lorries pose
a larger risk to other road users if proper training is not provided.
Find out more
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Carlisle & West Cumbria
Advanced Motorists volunteers
held a conference for Ukrainian
refugees on Mitzvah Day
(November 20th). The
conference concentrated on
teaching the Highway Code,
driving safely and providing delegates assistance in exchanging
their Ukrainian driving licence for a UK licence. Learn more

Look who it is Nick Sanders MBE!
Nick will be popping by the IAM
RoadSmart stand throughout
Motorcycle Live, so if you see him,
come over and say hi!
#motorcyclelive

IAM RoadSmart announces major
updates to accelerate its mission
to bring road deaths down to
zero. The UK’s leading road safety
charity, IAM RoadSmart, is
announcing key organisational
changes to prepare for advances in
vehicle technology and accelerate its
mission to reduce road deaths to zero. IAM RoadSmart will
continue working with the Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) to
roll out one National Observer qualification across the UK. The
refocus on working with the community, as well as welcoming
new trustees, will put the charity in a strong position to drive
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change in road safety regulation from 2023 and beyond. Read
more

Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads can
be a dangerous place, even for
the most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you

with the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan for, the hazards
you encounter on your rides. Find out more

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152
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Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
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your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: TBA
● Next SAM Club Night: CHRISTMAS PARTY!! at 7.30pm

for an 8pm start Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel St,
Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.
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● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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