
SAM Weekly Newsletter - 3rd February 2023
Biking news for ALL our advanced riders, their family and friends

Editorial 2

Sam Annual Photo Competition 2

Ways to stay in touch with your Club! 2

Biking News Online 4

SAM Meetings 9

Whiteknights Blood Bikers 12

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership 14

Kevin Williams 15

IAM RoadSmart News 20

Being a member of the SAM Club 23

Extra bits 23

Club Merchandise 25

What are we about… 26

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 1 of 27

https://iam-sheffield.bike


Editorial
We start your SAM Club Newsletter this week with an early notice
about a memorial bike ride. The ride is to celebrate Pete
Serhatlic’s life and contribution to motorcycling. A 50-mile around
South Yorkshire will pass the South Yorkshire Police HQ where
Pete was a Police Inspector for many years.

Onto the subject of electric bikes. There is a review of 10 zero
emission off-road bikes. Going off road comes with more hazards,
so you can read about Honda’s new crash detection system.
Combining multiple technologies are explained with clear
graphics. If you do have a spill, Quin Helmets have developed a
system to lower the response time to a fallen rider.

Going onto more lofty questions now. Kevin Cameron discusses
how motorcycling has benefitted from Big Science. He even
relates the compounds used by his dentist to illustrate the
development and utilisation of new compounds. As new electric
vehicles are introduced at a rapid rate, it’s time to consider what
happens to redundant batteries. ReLieve aims to establish a
network of recycling centres in Europe.

Our bikes are still breaking down and our riding kit becomes
redundant. Due to a potential drive shaft failure, BMW are
recalling the 2018-2022 GS models. You can also read about
donating any funds raised, from selling your redundant riding
gear on eBay, to the Riders for Health charity. Now there is a
chance to restock the wardrobe!

Finally, the history slot this week goes to Giacomo Agostini. With
links to audio interviews too, this champion rider tells a
fascinating life story. Happy reading.
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SAM ANNUAL PHOTO COMPETITION

Subject: Bikes, Biking & Bikers
Closing date: 12mn 20th March 2023

Email entries to: sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. You can unsubscribe at any time by clicking
the link in any SAM Club email.

Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 3 of 27

https://iam-sheffield.bik
https://iam-sheffield.bike


Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 4 of 27

https://willingtotakeactions.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/bike.quotes_CK0npD-nGYg-1024x1024.jpg
https://iam-sheffield.bike


Biking News Online

10 of the best electric dirt bikes for
off-roading and motocross.

With sustainability at the forefront of
everyone’s mind, you may be considering
an electric bike. Without any fuel
consumption, an electric  off-road bike

creates zero emissions but still provides an adrenaline-fuelled
ride. Read this blog to discover the best electric dirt bikes on the
market in 2023. Read more

Honda Crash-Detection System

Future Hondas may be able to decide if
you need help after an accident.

Crash detection systems that can
automatically tell if you’ve come off your
bike and call for help are already available,
but Honda is working on a smarter
variation on the idea that’s better able to tell if you’re really hurt
or not.

Several companies, including Triumph and BMW, already have
automatic emergency call systems as options on their
motorcycles, using various sensors either on the bike itself or in
your cell phone to work out if you’ve had a crash and calling for
help if certain parameters are met. Apple’s latest iPhones and
watches even have their own crash-detection systems. But
Honda’s latest design, revealed in a new patent application from
the company, is more intelligent. Read more
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How Motorcycling Has Benefited
From Big Science

Better tires thanks to bad fiberglass.

The truly wonderful motorcycle tires
of today and the remarkable tire performance we see in MotoGP
are alike based on knowing how to make rubber polymers
chemically bond to tiny particles of silica (which is silicon dioxide)
in tire tread compounds. In the past, tread rubber has been
reinforced by mixing into it fine carbon black, but since 1992 it
has become possible to achieve even greater properties by
including fine silica particles. The long-chain molecules of rubber,
linked by attaching to these reinforcing particles, form a strong
network in the rubber that can achieve high grip without a
correspondingly high rate of wear. Read more

Turn used kit into gold: Two
Wheels for Life urge bikers to sell
for charity

Biking charity Two Wheels for Life
are encouraging riders to sell
their unwanted riding kit to help
pay for medical support in Africa.

The official charity for the MotoGP world championship has faced
large dents in funding campaigns since the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic, with the 2020 Day of Champions cancelled and
alternative revenue streams pursued since.

All of the money raised will help those in need in the poorest and
most remote parts of Africa, with the work carried out by the
charity partner, Riders for Health. Read more
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Quin Helmets and RapidSOS team
up to decrease response times for
downed riders

Dallas Design District, Texas –
January 24, 2023 – Quin, the first
smart safety technology provider
for helmet and vehicle

manufacturers, and RapidSOS, the intelligent safety platform that
routes life-saving data from over 500 million connected devices to
over 5,500 Emergency Communications Centers nationwide,
today announced a partnership that will link critical information
from QUIN helmets –  including rider, motorcycle helmet and
crash data – to help first responders expedite and better prepare
emergency response in an accident.  The service will first be
available to Quin’s own motorcycle helmet consumers and will
expand to cycling and additional outdoor sports enthusiast gear
and app in the future.

Through this partnership, Quin is the first solution to route rider,
motorcycle helmet and crash data through the RapidSOS Platform
to Emergency responders in an effort to provide-mission-critical
data that summarizes the nature and severity of the incident
before they arrive on scene. This service will be particularly
impactful for riders who do not have an emergency contact set up
in the Quin app at the time of emergency. Read more

ReLieVe Aims To Establish
First European Battery
Recycling Centers

Electric vehicle
manufacturers face two
resource issues. The first
involves mining the raw
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materials to produce large lithium-ion batteries. The second
centers on the disposal and recycling of such power packs once
the vehicle is no longer in commission. For French multinational
mining and metallurgy company Eramet, the second issue
presents an opportunity to centralize battery production in
Europe. Read more

BMW Recall: “Gearbox Input
Shaft May Break”

2018-2022 R 1250 GS /
Adventure / R 1250 RTPs
Affected

According to the recall
coverage from RideApart, “the gearbox input shaft could become
overloaded, causing it to break… this could, in turn, block the rear
wheel, which could increase the risk of a crash.” Read more

THE MOTORCYCLE
PORTRAITS: GIACOMO
AGOSTINI The Motorcycle
Portraits is a project by
photographer/filmmaker
David Goldman, who travels
the world making
documentaries, and takes
time out to interview
interesting people in the motorcycle scene, wherever he might
be.  The result is a single exemplary photo, a geolocation of his
subject, and a transcribed interview.  The audio of his interviews
can be found on The Motorcycle Portraits website.

The following Motorcycle Portraits session is with Giacomo
Agostini, 15 times Grand Prix World Champion motorcycle racer
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and a legend of the sport, who is thankfully still with us, unlike
many of his contemporaries in the dangerous years of GP racing –
the 1960s and ’70s – as motorcycles became incredibly fast but
safety equipment and track safety design was stuck in the 1930s.
Agostini was a guest of Team Obsolete in Brooklyn for their
annual holiday celebration, and David Goldman took the
opportunity to photograph and interview him.
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SAM Meetings

SAM Club Saturday Meetings, Meadowhall Retail Park
9am every Saturday throughout the year.

Come and join us - you know you want to ride!

Next SAM Club night: 6th
February 2023 meet at
7.30pm for an 8pm start
at Treeton Miners Welfare,
Arundel St, Treeton,
Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to

update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.
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Upcoming events

SAM Members FREE Spring Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.
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Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Many thanks to the members of
Denholme & District Motorcycle Club
for donating £300 to Whiteknights.

Join us at Revs N Relics on thursday
2nd..feb Lets get together for a coffee,
meet the blood bikers and Stewart
Nicholson RB1 radio from 10-30 till
1-30 on the live broadcast, it's likely
youl meet the ITV team also, as we
highlight this incredible voluntary
services these guys perform from 7pm
to 7am, 365 days a year.
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Sign up for the Midnight Walk which will take place on Friday 3rd
Feb from Revs N Relics, Maltby, down to and around Roache
Abbey and back to Revs.

I am looking for great company to walk, it's not a race, with me
as we set off at midnight. Plenty of jokes and good conversation
will be on the menu. Come prepared~! Help me to Help this great
charity.
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership

PROJECT EDWARD 2023

We are proud to be attending today’s Project
EDWARD launch event for the 2023 campaign.

Road Safety teams from across the UK have
come together to discuss plans and ideas to
promote Every Day Without A Road Death.

Such an important campaign. #RoadSafety
#partnership #family #travel #Wednesday

#ProjectEDWARD

HEY...HOW ARE YOU?

Are you feeling tired? Had a busy
week?

Think about how you're feeling before
using our roads.

Distractions and fatigue are leading
causes of collisions.

Have a look at our #wellbeing page for road safe tips. Sheffield
City Council South Yorkshire Police Barnsley Council Wellbeing

It's #Monday - how are you?

Our Partners are working hard to create a
road network free from death and serious
injury in South Yorkshire using the Safe
System. Have you heard of this road
safety approach? #barnsley #doncaster
#sheffield #rotherham
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COLLISIONS RUIN LIVES

Did you know that tragically 36
people lost their lives as a result of a
traffic collision on South
Yorkshire's roads in 2021?

A further 660 were seriously injured. Our thoughts go out to all
the families affected by road traffic collisions. #family #love
#roadsafety #Tuesday

BetheBest – we have created a generic logo to
encourage all riders to take additional training
in one format or another; such as IAM,
BikeSafe or ERS. The new logo and
#BetheBest tagline has been printed on
promotional snoods to promote the campaign
(available at SAM Club Nights). The snoods
have been produced in a series of different

motorbike brand colours, (Red, Orange, Green and Blue), to test
if this approach is more appealing to riders.

Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
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back in 1977, US researcher Harry Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** TIPS on TUESDAY *** Daft tips
from bikers to bikers #4

"The best place to learn road skills is
on the track."

That's something I've heard numerous
times since post-test training became
increasingly popular, and some

instructors had the idea of copying Keith Code's 'Superbike
School' and ...Read more

*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses
308 Wed 25 January - motorcycle
news, tips & views

in today's show... sub-zero
temperatures in London but no
anti-ice treatments for streets...
outer London council rebellion against extended ULEZ zone
grows... residents of Dulwich village fight low traffic...Read more

*** VIDEO NASTY *** There's a
message for riders as well as drivers
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This is a video looking at the 'Sorry Mate I Didn't See You' crash
created back in 2014 by the Washington Motorcycle Safety
Program. It's aimed at drivers......but look a bit deeper and you'll
see that there's advice in there...Read more

*** FOCUS ON FRIDAY ***
Unintentional errors behind most
injury crashes in NZ. A few days back I
got an alert to a study carried out by
the New Zealand AA Research
Foundation back in 2018. Thanks Malc,
by the way. And their Research
Foundation Manager Simon Douglas says that the results
challenge ...Read more
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New Presentation under
development - help needed

Hi all you people who
subscribe here on Ko-Fi on
a regular basis.

I know that you get access
to all the content the

one-off supporters do, plus additional material, but I keep
wanting to offer you something a little bit extra, and I have had
an idea that I hope you will find appealing.

As you probably know, I not only keep my hand in at delivering
my Science Of Being Seen presentation in my ONLINE TALK
SERIES webcasts but I take that presentation and others too out
to clubs and groups around the country - I'm off to Manchester in
a few days, for example, to deliver to an IAM group up there.

But I also create new presentations about different aspects of
riding technique. So here's my idea. I've got a brand-new
presentation in preparation...Read more

*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY
*** Developing situational
awareness pt 1

As we're in the depths of
the northern winter, it's
always a good time to plan
ahead for how we can work
to improve our riding next season. So today I'm starting a series
on improving our situational awareness, which should also
help...Read more
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*** ELEVENSES ***
Elevenses 309 Sun 29
January - motorcycle news,
tips & views

in today's show... off to join
Shiny Side Up in New
Zealand again... South
Shields primary school

locked down after riders in balaclavas spotted... clean air zone for
Tyneside in force tomorrow... lower Thames crossing...Read more

*** COMMENT *** Trying to
hang onto the ICE could be a big
mistake

Over the last two weeks I've been
discussing an article published on
the Crash.net series of websites,
that quoted from an interview with
Steve Sargent of Triumph, where
he appeared to be suggesting that by focusing on electric...Read
more
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IAM RoadSmart News

40 years of one of the greatest
safety devices ever created – the
seat belt

Controversy was stirred recently
when UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
appeared in a video, posted on social

media, where he was seen in the back seat of a moving vehicle
without his seat belt fastened. More information

Calls to change cat-astrophic law to
protect felines hit on Britain’s roads

Feline hit-and-runs could soon
become a thing of the past if a new
law were to be introduced, says the
UK’s leading road safety charity, IAM
RoadSmart. More information

5 ways to get more out of your
time on the road in 2023

As we head into 2023, new year’s
resolutions are often at the
forefront of our minds. We might
want to cut down on junk food,

exercise more, spend more time with the family or finally kick
that bad habit. But how about a new adventure? More information
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Don't ignore the Red . It's there for
your safety and the safety of others,
including traffic officers, police,
roadworkers, recovery operators and
emergency services -  and it's illegal to
ignore! #KeepUsAllMoving

AM RoadSmart Skills Days allow drivers
and riders, using their own car or
motorcycle, the chance to develop their
skills with qualified instructors, using
four iconic racing circuits as a
classroom.

The sessions are open to both IAM
RoadSmart members and the general
public, allowing attendees a rare chance

to learn precision driving and riding techniques on a racing circuit,
and to develop new skills that they can use when back on public
roads.

Drivers and riders will either work one-to-one with an instructor,
or as part of a small group, and will be given the opportunity to
put their new knowledge to practise on a track. More here

Want to become a better rider?
Our Advanced Riding Course can
help. The roads can be a
dangerous place, even for the
most alert and cautious riders.
While you can never be 100%
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safe, becoming an advanced rider will equip you with the skills to
correctly anticipate, and plan for, the hazards you encounter on
your rides. Find out more

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist
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If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 22nd February 2023
● Next SAM Club Night: 6th February 2023 meet at

7.30pm for an 8pm start Treeton Miners Welfare,
Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK
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● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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What are we about…

The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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