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Editorial
Why is it that a UK Government Department is allowed to hand
over its quality assurance to the public? In this week’s newsletter
you can read about the biker who, on reapplying for insurance,
discovered that he no longer had a valid motorcycle licence. He’s
only been riding bikes in the UK for 60 years. It emerged that
there is a regular flaw in the DVLA licence renewal system that
means that, because of the licence issuing system, you will only
be able to become a qualified motorcycle rider if you take your
test again!!  As a reasonably competent techie, with a Masters
degree in operational systems, even I can see that any
11-year-old could solve this problem. How, you might ask? For
re-issuing of the same licence, i.e. no details change, simply
image both sides of the old licence and compare it to the licence
being issued. If they match, great, issue the replacement licence.
If the images don’t match, review the issuing of the licence.
There is very cheap technology available now to automate the
whole process. The DVLA would rather hand their quality
assurance processes to you, even though you have paid them to
implement such validity checks!

Why should SAM Club members care about the re-issuing of
updating your current licence? Well, in case you change your
appearance, gender, or any other details on your motorcycle
licence you may find yourself unable to ride because of a wholly
preventable error by the DVLA; and, be unable to correct it, so
have to take your motorcycle test again. A truly terrible thought,
i.e. ‘not be able to ride’. The solution for you is to take a photo of
both sides of your current licence, BEFORE you have to send it off
the DVLA. I’ve done mine and it will be a good idea to take
photos of your licence too.

Onto other items in this week’s Club newsletter. We start with a
series of articles about safer riding. These point out the common
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mistakes of beginning riders and how experienced riders manage
different types of traffic. We get Associates with different riding
habits, so it's good to review what some of them might be; and,
add those you’ve seen in your own Observing experience too.

We move onto getting the garage sorted out. With poor weather
conditions limiting our riding time, it’s a good idea to see if your
storage/workspace can be improved. I’m just in the middle of
sorting mine out now. There is also more advice on securing our
precious machines too.

The weather will soon be turning and we can start to make plans
for our next biking adventures. Read about places to ride, places
to see and plan out the riding trip that you’ve always wanted to
do.

Finally, two great stories from motorcycling history. Read about
how the TT was born and why it wound up in the Isle of Man.
Also, learn about Gwenda Mary Glubb, an incredible motorcycle
racer, who broke 50 records in her lifetime and was the subject of
an inquiry, set up by Churchill, to investigate a very delicate
matter. Happy reading.

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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Biking News Online

The Ultimate Motorcycle Adventure
Through Snowdonia National Park.
Are you looking for the ultimate
motorcycle adventure? Look no
further than Llanberis Pass in
Snowdonia National Park! This
winding route takes you through

some of the most breathtaking scenery in Wales and offers a
thrilling ride for even the most seasoned adventure seekers. Let’s
take a closer look at this incredible motorcycle route. Read more

Who is the biggest motorcycle
Youtuber? Anyone who has ever tried
riding a motorbike can attest to its
addictive nature. It’s like you blink
and the next thing you know, 9 hours
have passed while you excitedly
research gear reviews and make
mental checklists of all the awesome
new equipment that your bike needs! Read more

Common Cornering Mistakes
NEW RIDERS Make
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7 Mistakes BEGINNER Riders
Make In The City

EXPERIENCED Motorcyclist
SKILLS in TRAFFIC

From training to
street-ready: How to be
confident riding a
motorcycle. Many new
riders wonder when they
are ready to start riding on
the street for the first time.
This week we will talk about
some key skills to work on and some things to be aware of before
venturing out on the street on your motorcycle for the first time.
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Motorcycle Security Guide & Best
Ways to Prevent Theft. Theft is
every biker’s worst nightmare and
tragically, is still a huge problem,
especially in big cities. As such, it
is now essential to invest in extra
security devices to help protect

your pride and joy. With so much choice, this motorcycle security
guide will go through the pros and cons of different security
measures so you can opt for the most effective ways to prevent
motorcycle theft and avoid wasting money. Read more

Motorcycle Filtering Tips for
the City

Continuing on from my
previous post on motorcycle
filtering tips on motorways
and dual carriageways,
today I’m going to talk more specifically about filtering in the city
and more suburban roads (that’s lane-splitting for US readers). In
the city, one needs to be far more alert and aware of upcoming
hazards. There is much more to watch out for compared to the
motorway, lanes tend to be tighter, traffic is turning and pulling
out of everywhere, you have to contend with delivery scooters,
cyclists, pedestrians and all their related street furniture and road
markings. After riding through the city a number of years,
filtering has become almost second nature, below are some
filtering tips and advice I have accumulated. Read more
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Six Motorcycle Storage Tips to
Optimize Your Garage Space. DIY
Motorcycle storage techniques to
save time & do more. Garages are
multipurpose spaces, even if you
don’t use yours primarily for DIY
projects. There are things to store,
some of which will be in storage
forever and others that need to be

readily accessed. Large swaths of floorspace must be clear or, at
least, able to be made so on short notice. And we haven’t even
gotten to the vehicles themselves.

Whether you run a full restoration shop or simply park your
vintage ride inside day-to-day, these six storage tips will make
your life easier. Read more

The DVLA stopped me from
riding motorbikes despite 60
years experience – I fought
them and won big. Over the
past 50 years he has owned
Triumph Bonnevilles Yamahas,
Tritons and Kawasaki bikes.
However, when he tried to have a new motorcycle insured in
2018, he was informed that he didn’t have the right type of
licence. Read more

The illustrious Isle of Man TT races owe
their beginnings to a stodgy and
horse-minded English government. Public
road competitions were banned in England
by an act of Parliament, and its roads were
saddled with a 20mph speed limit. The
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Auto-Cycle Club (later the ACU), believing that ‘racing improves
the breed’, wanted a rigorous test of standard, as-manufactured
machines. The Isle of Man, while a part of Great Britain, was not
subject to England’s traffic laws, and local politicos saw the value
in hosting such a contest of riders and machinery, with perhaps
equal concern for Tourist Trophies and money. The wisdom of
their decision has been borne out over the last 100 years, as the
TT races became the gold standard of motorcycle road racing the
world over, and thousand of visitors from all points arrive for a
motorcycling holiday every June. True, other countries have held
significant and important road races (the Ulster GP, the
Nurburgring, etc), but the IoM TT rose to the very pinnacle of all
races for the notorious difficulty of the course, with its 37 1/2
miles of narrow roads, stone walls, steep and often fog-shrouded
mountain climb, and quaint villages. Read more

Born Gwenda Mary Glubb was born in
Preston, Lancashire, daughter of Sir
Frederick Manley Glubb, the famous
soldier, she drove ambulances on the
Russian and Rumanian fronts in WW1
and was decorated with the Cross of
St George and the Cross of St
Stanilaus. It is said that in her youth
she trekked alone in the northern
wilds of Canada and that she wore
her hair in a 'mannish' cut and
disguised her femininity. She was the sister of Glubb Pasha, a
British officer famous for turning a desert police force into an elite
fighting force called the Arab Legion (now known as the Jordanian
Royal Army). Read more
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SAM Meetings

SAM Club Saturday Meetings, Meadowhall Retail Park
9am every Saturday throughout the year.

Come and join us - you know you want to ride!

Next SAM Club night:6th February
2023 meet at 7.30pm for an
8pm start at Treeton Miners
Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton,
Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to

update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.
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SAM Members FREE Spring Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 12 of 21

https://goo.gl/maps/AVWYWsqi1BZcJjTQ6
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/57/20/74/572074f0d9c11c9c8a8026ff42bf648d.png
https://iam-sheffield.bike


Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to hear
from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Wishing all our friends and
supporters a very happy new year!
Sending best wishes to all our fellow
Blood Bike Groups around the UK and
beyond. Urgent deliveries - Free to
the NHS - by Volunteer Motorcyclists.
Please continue to  support Whiteknights. Why not join us in
2023? We are now recruiting support volunteers and fundraisers.
Message us through Facebook or email: info@whiteknights.org.uk
#bloodbikes

Here are our statistics for
December 2022. Just over 4000
miles travelled and 500 hours on
call. Please continue to support
Whiteknights during this year.
#itswhatwedo #bloodbikes
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Let's hope #2023 is a safe one, on
and off our roads.

#barnsleyisbril #doncasterisgreat
#sheffieldissuper
#rotherhamiswonderful

Welcome #2023 - hope you are feeling
OK this morning.

This year we will continue to work with
communities to try & prevent road traffic
collisions.

One road death is one too many. We all
deserve safe roads. #NewYear
#newyearsresolution #barnsley
#doncaster #sheffield #ROTHERHAM

It's 2023! Have you made any New Year
Resolutions?

Is there a part of your driving you could
improve?

#newyear #resolutions
#MondayMotivation

#barnsley #doncaster #sheffield
#rotherham
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Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
back in 1977, US researcher Harry

Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY *** How
fast is too fast? 5 - for the rider. It's
my final post of 2022 and I'm rounding
off my 'too fast' mini-series. Over the
last few weeks, I've looked at what
might constitute riding too fast when
filtering and riding at night, and on

twisty roads and urban roads. Today… Read more
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*** ELEVENSES *** Elevenses
300 Thu 29 December -
motorcycle news, tips & views. in
today's show... US servicewoman
denies causing the death of a
motorcyclist by careless driving...
Melbourne councils cut down trees to
make way for green postal trikes... in today's discussion point -
taking a...Read more

Elevenses 301 Sun 1 January -
motorcycle news, tips & views

in today's show... biker wrongly
denied motorcycle licence for three
years... MCE introduce 'subscribe and
ride' insurance... in today's discussion

point -  taking a retrospective look at some of the most important
news and events of the...Read more

*** COMMENT *** 117 hp is
NOT a middleweight Straight from
the horse's mouth - well, from
Motorcycle News and also about a
gazillion other websites who have
run with the same story - is the
entirely unsurprising news that
Yamaha are likely to show off a three-cylinder sportsbike based
on the 888c...Read more

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 16 of 21

https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/SOS-December-31-How-fast-is-too-fast-5--for-the-Q5Q0HG605
https://ko-fi.com/post/Elevenses-300-Thu-29-December--motorcycle-news-t-G2G5HFIEE
https://ko-fi.com/post/Elevenses-301-Sun-1-January--motorcycle-news-tip-P5P1HH0H7
https://ko-fi.com/post/ToT-November-22-Learner-Lessons-Pt-1--command-p-K3K1GJJAB
https://ko-fi.com/post/COMMENT-January-2-117-hp-is-NOT-a-middleweight-bi-N4N5HI0JJ
https://iam-sheffield.bike


IAM RoadSmart News

We’re back! We hope everyone has
had a great Christmas and enjoyed
the new year celebrations. Our
support team are back to normal
working hours. If you need support
click here.

Our CEO, Antony Kildare, shares
his New Year’s message, with a
brief reflection on 2022 and our
vision and hopes for 2023!
Watch here.

Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads can
be a dangerous place, even for
the most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you with the skills to correctly
anticipate, and plan for, the hazards you encounter on your rides.
Find out more
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SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.
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Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 25th January 2023
● Next SAM Club Night: 6th February 2023 meet at

7.30pm for an 8pm start Treeton Miners Welfare,
Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
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quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.

What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
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advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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