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Editorial
The SAM Club Annual General Meeting is fast approaching. We’ll
be reporting on the progress of the SAM Club, giving out any pass
certificates, reporting on the financial health and appointing the
Committee members for another year. An important item is to
announce the WINNER of the SAM Club Annual Photo
Competition. At the time of publication, you now have just 24
days to send your photo entries to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. Send your entries TODAY!!

In your SAM Club Newsletter this week you can read about the
continued rise in motorcycle thefts. It’s time to review your
security and upgrade any deterrents that you use. There is a
shortage of skilled motorcycle technicians, so if you bike does get
damaged there might be a delay in getting it fixed.

Onto travelling now. We all like riding our bikes to faraway places,
but you can have just as much fun riding closer to home. Read
about riding the Lake District. If you fancy a bit more of a
challenge, why not try some off-road riding. Committee member
Steve Harper leads off-road rides in the SAM Club. If you fancy
having a go, talk to Steve about what he can offer.

If you would like something a lot more adventurous, read about
riding the back roads of Minnesota. Even better, you can read
about Sinje Gotwald and her adventurous 8,077 mile ride around
Africa on an electric bike.

Two history items again this week. Read about the indomitable
Bessie Springfield’s riding adventures in 1930s USA. A woman of
colour on a Harley had more than a temperamental bike, rutted
roads and weather to cope with. Finally, read about the Factory
Grand Prix machines of Moto Guzzi. Happy reading.
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SAM ANNUAL PHOTO COMPETITION

Subject: Bikes, Biking & Bikers

Closing date: 12mn 20th March 2023

Email entries to: sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. You can unsubscribe at any time by clicking
the link in any SAM Club email.

Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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Biking News Online

In 1990, I met and befriended an
extraordinary African American biker
who changed my life and whose story
has since inspired thousands of people
around the world. Her name was Bessie
Stringfield. She was 79 at the time, a
tiny and soft-spoken woman wearing a

vintage Harley-Davidson cap. I was 35, an established writer in
New York City but still a novice biker back then. So I hung on to
her every word. Read more

There are many good excuses to justify
going for a ride, but recceing for a
caravan holiday probably isn’t in the top
ten. Still, having been given the go
ahead by Boris, my wife and I had
booked a week by wobble box in the
Lake District. Naturally, I had to recce
the Lakes by bike first – Martyn
(FJ1200) and Philip (Tiger 800) came along. Phil’s wife Antonia
was 39 weeks into her first pregnancy so how he pulled that one
off I don’t know. Still, she had a week to go and it was only one
day out…Read more

Off-roading on road bikes is one of the
best things on two wheels, as Mossy
and Mikko found out…This trip had all
the makings of a real adventure. A
day-and-a-half trail riding in the Peak
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District was more than likely to provide plenty of fun, challenge
and reward. Not to mention a story or two to tell down the pub
later. It’s a beautifully scenic zone, and thanks to us being
assisted by a very knowledgeable local guide, able to take us
along the best routes to all the right places, Mikko and I couldn’t
wait to get our wheels turning. To add further interest, we’d both
ride from our homes to the Peaks on the same bikes we’d then
use to tackle the trails, the primary aim of the trip being to show
how you can use your road bike to go green-laning. Read more

UK biking in skills crisis: Industry voices
concern over lack of young people
working in motorcycling The motorcycle
industry is in desperate need of more
young people to work as technicians or in
dealerships if it wants to survive for future
generations, warn UK industry bosses.
“The challenges we face in attracting young people to work in the
sector are the same we face in attracting new and young riders,”
CEO of the Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA) Tony Campbell
warned. “Over the past two decades, we have been great at
servicing an ageing rider community; this in large part is mirrored
by our workforce. Read more

During the long, dark winter in
Minnesota, when the ground is covered
in snow and ice and our motorcycles are
mothballed for months, dreaming about
riding in a warm, dry place gives us
hope. That’s when my friend Craig and I
started planning an adventure ride out

West. We sketched out a route that included a mix of backroads,
parts of the Arizona and Utah Backcountry Discovery Routes,
other off-road tracks, and interesting sights along the way. Read
more
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Woman Travels 8,077 Miles Across
Africa on a CAKE e-Motorbike

Sinje Gottwald, a B2B account
manager for CAKE (who’m we’ve
featured previously in The
Motorcycle Portraits series) recently
completed an 8,077-mile journey

down the West Coast of Africa on a CAKE Kalk AP in just 124
days. Her e-Motorcycle tops out at 56mph and offers a range of
up to three hours thanks to its 2.6kWh battery. Gottwald’s ride
was intended to support anti-poaching patrols in Africa. For her
epic trip, Gottwald brought two chargers, two batteries, and a
myriad of other spare parts…and no company or other support.
She documented her journey on her Instagram page: check out
her amazing adventure! Read more

ADVENTURES IN GUZZILAND The
Avignon Motor Festival celebrates all
powered vehicles, and is an understated,
still-growing event, run over 3 days, with
around 50,000 visitors.  Tanks, cars,
boats, planes, trucks, tractors, farm
equipment, and motorcycles; this year
(Ed- this was 2011) with a beyond-killer
display of Moto Guzzis, including precious
factory Grand Prix machines from the
Moto Guzzi Museum.  Also included were
production bikes from all years: a
mouth-watering display of exotica from the 1920s-1950s.  Enjoy
these ‘vintage’ iPhone2 photos! Read more
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Industry insider: Motorcycle Theft
Remains On the Rise. If you’ve got a
worn lock system, now might be time
for an upgrade. A recent conference
at the National Motorcycle Museum
was presented with a series of

percentages on motorcycle theft; according to coverage on MCN,
“thefts jumped up by over 36% in 2022 and a rise of 11.1% is
predicted for 2023,”with the forecast “based on the current
increase and run rates (and also looking back at the historical
data),” MCIA chief Tony Campbell contributes.

“We expect the levels of theft to get back to the pre-pandemic –
not the highs, but around that high-twenties figure.” Read more
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SAM Meetings

SAM Club Saturday Meetings, Meadowhall Retail Park
9am every Saturday throughout the year.

Come and join us - you know you want to ride!

Next SAM Club night: 6th March
2023 meet at 7.30pm for an
8pm start at Treeton Miners
Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton,
Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to

update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.
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SAM Members FREE Spring Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.
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Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Another Friday , another National relay
contribution from Whiteknights. We
collected a FMT sample from Mike of
SSCBB at Barlborough  and delivered to
EVS driver Shabnam at wetherby and
also collected a coagulation sample that
went back to the Royal Hallamshire 145
miles in total. Well done Ian from
Whiteknights South Yorkshire team.
#bloodbikes

New Riders Needed for New Blood Bike.

The Emergency Voluntary Blood Bike Charity, Whiteknights
Yorkshire Blood Bikes, are appealing for new riders to ride their
newly donated Blood Bike. The new BMW R1250RT Blood Bike is
on duty this weekend and was welcomed into service by
representatives of the motorcycle’s donors and staff from the
Transfusion Team at York Hospital. Members of the Pocklington
based, Widows Sons Masonic Biker Group have been instrumental
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in raising nearly twenty-thousand pounds to provide the voluntary
Blood Bike service with a new bike for North Yorkshire.

Andy Hunn, of the Widow Sons Group presented Whiteknights’
North Yorkshire Manager, Andy Richardson with the keys for the
new motorcycle at York Hospital.

Mr Hunn said: “We’re very proud to have purchased a new Blood
Bike which will operate in the areas covered by York and
Scarborough NHS Foundation Trust. Whiteknights Volunteer Blood
Bikers provide a marvellous service totally free of charge to
hospitals and hospices in our region.

“They have been so busy during the Pandemic, having ridden
thousands of miles, that the Blood Bike for our area needed
replacing. We raised £1000 in our local group then achieved
further funding through other Masonic charitable foundations
including the Freemasons Charity Foundation of Yorkshire North
and East Riding.”

Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes North Yorkshire Manager,
Andy Richardson added: “We’re delighted to have a new bike
available overnight and twenty-four hours at weekends to
transport urgent blood samples and medication in the York and
Leeds area.

We are now looking to recruit more motorcyclists in York and
Leeds to volunteer their riding skills to benefit the NHS.

Senior Pharmacy Technician at York Hospital, Cat Reed added:

“We only call Whiteknights when the medications and Controlled
Drugs require urgent delivery. We know they’re all volunteers and
so we treat the Blood Bike service with the respect and value it
deserves – you do a brilliant job!”

The Charity states that for every, free-to-the -NHS journey made
out-of-hours by Whiteknights’ volunteers, the charity saves the
NHS from expensive alternate transportation costs.
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Pictured releasing the Blood Bike into service is Andy Hunn,
Whiteknight Andy Richardson, and Biomedical Scientists, Victoria
Graham and Tyla Kirk.

For further information contact Whiteknights through their
website, www.whiteknights.org.uk or through their Facebook
page at Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes. #bloodbikes #NHS
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South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership
SPACE SAVER:

Think about your positioning on
two wheels... Are you in the best
place to see and be seen?

If the vehicle ahead has to
suddenly stop, have you got the
time and space to do the same?

#thinkbike #filterfriendly
#commutesafeSY #Space

YOUNG RIDERS SPRING INTO
ACTION NOW...

Get ready for the better weather
and pass your CBT with the DVSA
RideFree e-learning modules.

Check out our free link New Rider
Hub National Motorcyclists
Council
#filterfriendly #sundayvibes
#spring #thinkbike

Today marks the start of a three-week
campaign to raise awareness about the
dangers of mobile phone use while
driving. Police forces will be taking part in
both education & enforcement activity in a
bid to save lives:
https://sysrp.co.uk/mobiles
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South Yorkshire Police South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Barnsley
Council Doncaster Council Rotherham Council Sheffield City
Council National Highways SYMCA #VisionZero
#StandingUpForHangingUp

Gear Up 4 Charity – we told you last time
about a project we were developing as a joint
venture with a local charity, where riders
donate their old or unwanted riding gear to
the charity and items can then be sold at a
reduced cost to young riders via the charity’s
online site. It’s a win-win-win; helping riders
to offload their unwanted gear, providing

much needed funds for good causes and enabling young riders to
get gear at an affordable price. Unfortunately as the project was
nearing final completion, the charity we had been working with -
Bluebell Wood - took the reluctant decision to close their retail
outlets, which unfortunately led to the project falling at the final
hurdle. Other charities have since been considered, but as yet
none have the right fit. We’re continuing to look for a suitable
charity to work with on this project.

BetheBest – we have created a generic logo to
encourage all riders to take additional training
in one format or another; such as IAM,
BikeSafe or ERS. The new logo and #BetheBest
tagline has been printed on promotional snoods
to promote the campaign (available at SAM
Club Nights). The snoods have been produced
in a series of different motorbike brand colours, (Red, Orange,
Green and Blue), to test if this approach is more appealing to
riders.
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Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
back in 1977, US researcher Harry

Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** ELEVENSES in NZ *** Elevenses
313 Wed 15 February - motorcycle news,
tips & views

in today's show... spectators hurt in
crashes at Burt Munro hill climb in NZ...

Iran's production of home-grown motorcycles almost doubles in
10 months... Ducati downplay hopes of electric motorcycles... in
today’s...Read more
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*** FOCUS ON FRIDAY *** Preventing
slips and lapses - other triggers

We've been talking about slips and
lapses - inadvertent errors in a routine
task - but whilst they may often be
minor errors, they don't guarantee minor consequences. The fact
is that drifting half a metre over the centre line -...Read more

SURVIVAL SKILLS IN NZ February 17.
As you likely know, I'm out in New
Zealand to work on the Shiny Side Up
series of events. And as you may also
know, our arrival coincided with that of
ex-tropical cyclone Gabrielle. And as a
result, things haven't been going

entirely to plan. Before I say anything else, let me just say we're
...Read more

*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY ***
Let's be honest, we're not
perfect. I've been prepping
myself for the trip to New
Zealand and Shiny Side Up by
working my way through a
collection of stats from the NZ government on bike crashes.
Having looked at bike crash statistics from as many countries as I
can find...Read more

*** ELEVENSES in NZ ***
Elevenses 314 Sun 18 February -
motorcycle news, tips & views. in
today's show... latest update on the
Shiny Side Up events... London's
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ULEZ expansion faces legal challenge from councils... rider with
'naughtyboy' number plate stopped by stinger.... 18 year old
female rider...Read more

*** SHINY SIDE UP 2023 ***
Monday update from New Zealand

As you probably know I've headed
to New Zealand to take part in the
latest Shiny Side Up series of
events across the country. We've
been here a week now, and we're
just about into the routine that
we expected to drop into when we set off...Read more

IAM RoadSmart News

Winter Driving Tips
Accidents and breakdowns are more common
in the winter when road conditions are
challenging and with a cold snap forecast for
parts of the UK, now is the time to check
your vehicle is ready for the road. More
information

Did you take part in Dry January?

According to Alcohol Change,
nearly 9 million people across the
UK were set to participate in Dry
January this year! Were you one of
them? More information
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Stephanie's Advanced Rider Journey
Stephanie has been on two wheels
since she was a 16-year-old when she
purchased her first bike, a Puch Maxi
Moped. Struggling with the rising cost
of public transport, Stephanie found

the moped a cost-efficient alternative. More information

Ladies’ Day is an exclusive ‘full day’ session on Tuesday the 20th
June at Thruxton Circuit. A great chance to develop your existing
road skills, whilst meeting other riders for an enjoyable day out!
Find out more

Want to become a better
rider? Our Advanced Riding
Course can help. The roads can
be a dangerous place, even for
the most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you with
the skills to correctly anticipate, and plan for, the hazards you
encounter on your rides. Find out more

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...
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Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise

● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
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education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Extra bits
● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 29th March 2023
● Next SAM Club Night: 6th March 2023 at 7.30pm for an

8pm start Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton,
Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
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message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
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What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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