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Editorial
We are hoping for a few more photos for the SAM Annual Photo
Competition. I know that everyone leaves their entries to the last
minute but, with just a couple of weeks to go, send in your snaps.
It's great fun to try and pick the winner and adds a bright spot to
the SAM Club’s calendar of events that we can share with
everyone.

In your SAM Club newsletter this week, MAG are offering free
emissions testing for older bikes that have to use the new London
ULEZ area. A great way to help bikers ensure they do not get
stung by this new taxation. We doubt whether any of the money
raised from these zones will be ploughed back into the local
transport infrastructure. At the moment the Sheffield ULEZ area
doesn’t affect cars and motorcycles, but when the new scheme
gets bedded in and the money starts rolling just watch this space.

Less emissions from ICE vehicles may be a step closer this week.
An Australian research team claims to have successfully extracted
hydrogen from sea water. Now this may solve two problems. An
elimination of NOX gases from ICE vehicles and controlling rising
sea levels from the melting polar ice caps. We’ll see how this one
develops.

It’s always interesting to see how organisations in other countries
tackle motorcycle safety, education and awareness. This week its
the USA where things are, shall we say, a little behind. With the
Dayton Bike Festival being renamed the ‘Organ Donation Bike
Rally’ and most US States not requiring bikers to wear helmets,
it’s a big job to get riders to change their behaviour.

Whilst Harley Davison are gaily celebrating 120 years of
continuous production, Ural motorcycles, in a new factory in
Kazakhstan, are bravely keeping production rolling with the
Russia-Ukraine war going on close by. The landlocked country has
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to ship its bikes on routes close to the war zone. We found an
interesting photo this week, from an article on the best 50cc
motorcycles, published by a leading bike insurer. The biker is
racing along the beach without a helmet or any other riding
safety apparel. Another organ donor in the making and the
insurance cost will race upwards!

Suzuki has taken the decision to develop a number of electric
bike models. They are a bit behind the market as you can see
from the UBCO electric bike with front carrier for the bedroll.
Perhaps it’s going to the ABR Festival in June where, for the first
time, there will be a 20-mile off-road circuit.

Even though the infrastructure for self-driving cars isn’t even in
its infancy, remote-driven cars are being developed. Now Mum
will be able to drive the kids to school without even leaving the
living room! An extension of drone technology perhaps? May the
school run can be done from the air. Now that will ease
congestion in the morning.

Lastly, my favourite part of this missive. I love to see bikes being
risen from the dead and put to good use again. Take 30 minutes
to watch how a 1938 Harley Davison is brought back to life.
Including remaking ancient engine parts. Also, read how the
Brough Superior returned to Bonneville Salt Flats in 2013. They
seem to have put rockets on the side of it. Now that is going too
far to upgrade an iconic bike. Happy reading.

Janis update: The patient is doing fine. Getting around on one
crutch now, but still needing help with dressing and personal
care. She should start going for small walks outside, but is
impatient and frustrated by the weather! A BIG thank you to
everyone who sent her good wishes. It is very humbling to see
just how caring members of the SAM Club can be.
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SAM ANNUAL PHOTO COMPETITION

Subject: Bikes, Biking & Bikers

Closing date: 12mn 20th March 2023

Email entries to: sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike

Ways to stay in touch with your Club!
It’s really easy to stay in touch with your Club! We provide
emails, a website and use social media accounts for you to
contact us. All of which is free of any cost to the Club. If you are
not getting the Club information circulated, or simply want to tell
us something, just let us know at
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike. We’ll be happy to ensure that we
stay in touch with you. You can also now sign up for Club emails
on the SAM website. You can unsubscribe at any time by clicking
the link in any SAM Club email.

Paul Conway
Editor & Webmaster, Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists
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Biking News Online

MAG OFFERS 'NO PASS NO FEE' ON
EMISSIONS TEST FOR ULEZ EXEMPTION
MAG has announced a new offer
exclusive to its members which removes
some of the financial burden of testing
older bikes for ULEZ exemption. The

Motorcycle Action Group has announced a new offer benefitting
motorcyclists who have to travel through the ULEZ in London. The
Ultra-Low Emissions Zone (ULEZ) in London is intended to reduce
emissions, particularly nitrogen oxide (NOx), which is especially
damaging to air quality. Read more

Hydrogen From Seawater: Australian
Research Team Says It's Cracked It.
Could this be a key change on the
road to carbon neutrality? As
alternative fuel sources go, hydrogen
has a lot  of promise. Unfortunately, in
the world we currently inhabit in February, 2023, the majority of
hydrogen is sourced from fossil fuels. So-called “green hydrogen”
is a technical possibility, but the cost to produce it is prohibitively
expensive. As long as that remains the case, few companies will
go down that road. There has to be a better way, doesn’t there?
Read more

Motorcyclist Safety Organization Promotes
Education & Awareness Motorcyclists face unique
challenges when compared to other drivers
because they are smaller and less visible than
other vehicles, plus a motorcycle offers almost no
protection from outside forces. Drivers on their
cell phones, either talking or texting, are the
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biggest concern to motorcyclists and are the most common
reason for distracted driving crashes and collisions. It is estimated
that 40%-66% of all motorcycle crashes with four-wheeled
vehicles involve the driver using a cell phone. According to
research, distracted drivers kill at least nine people each day.
That equals 3285 (USA figure) people A YEAR dying to be seen!!!

Ural Motorcycles: Keep On Going

While we’ve felt totally and utterly
powerless to stop the rockets, to stop
the insanity, we promised to do the
one thing that we could: to keep Ural
alive, to protect our employees and to
be there for our customers, against all
odds. Today, a year later, we can say –
we did it. Our team works relentlessly
around the clock to keep production
rolling. Every single bike coming from our new home in
Kazakhstan is not only the best quality machine we at Ural have
put out since we took over the brand a little over twenty years
ago, but also a token of our fierce commitment to life.

Celebrating 120 years of
Harley-Davidson. Harley-Davidson
celebrates its 120th birthday in
2023. First produced in 1903, a
mere eighteen years after the
invention of the motorcycle, few

manufacturers can claim the influence that Harley has had. In
this blog, we take a look at some of the machines produced by
the Milwaukee company that have helped shape the history of
motorcycles.
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10 of the best 50cc motorbikes If
you’re itching for some freedom and
ready for your first ride, a 50cc
motorbike is a great option. In the UK,
you can ride a 50cc motorbike when
you’re 16 (applying for your provisional
licence from 15 years and nine
months). In some European countries, you can start riding 50cc
bikes even younger. Although some people may decide to wait
until they’re 17 so they can ride a bigger 125cc motorbike, these
smaller options are a great way to get some miles under your belt
and grow your confidence on two – or three – wheels.

The manufacturer has plans for eight
electric vehicles by 2030 – and is
throwing investment at e-fuel
technology, too. The news that
Suzuki’s getting serious about green
technology should come as no surprise.
The Japanese firm has been gradually

revealing its plans over the last few months, but with the
unveiling of its new ‘growth strategy’ we’ve finally got a few more
details. Read more

ABR Festival is coming to
Warwickshire this June, and the
schedule is packed – including bikes
you can actually ride! The Adventure
Bike Festival will be held at Ragley
Hall in Warwickshire over the
weekend of 23 to 25 June. This year the festival team wanted to
offer attendees more opportunity to actually ride bikes rather
than just look at them, so they’ve lined up a bunch of riding
activities. Read more

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 7 of 25

https://www.bikesure.co.uk/bikesureblog/
https://www.morebikes.co.uk/your-ride/electric-bikes/271234/suzukis-going-green/
https://www.morebikes.co.uk/news/271228/abr-festival-returns-to-warwickshire-this-june-with-bikes-you-can-actually-ride/
https://iam-sheffield.bike


UBCO Launches New,
Improved 2x2 Special Edition
AWD Electric Bike. On
February 23, 2023, UBCO
officially launched its 2x2
Special Edition motorbike.
For those familiar with the

UBCO 2x2, your first thought might be that it’s just some new
paint and graphics—but that’s definitely not all there is to see
here. Although the green and electric orange color scheme makes
it stand out among other UBCO 2x2s on offer, there are some cool
features on this limited-edition bike that you might want to know
about. Read more

Watch Wheels Through Time Put
The Heads On A 1939 Harley
Knucklehead. Wheels Through Time
has been hard at work on its ‘39
Rustoration project for some time
and it’s getting closer and closer to
completion. If you haven’t been
following along, the bike is a 1939 Harley-Davidson EL
Knucklehead from Indiana that, at one point, was in a fire and
was completely disassembled in 1975. Thankfully, miraculously,
the parts stayed together all these decades and it’s now coming
back to life in Matt Walksler’s shop. Read more

TOAD TALKS: ARE REMOTE-DRIVING CARS
ANY SAFER THAN SELF-DRIVING ONES?
Self-driving cars aren’t even a feature on
UK roads yet, but the UK government is
already asking for opinions on
remote-driving cars. MORNING coffee in
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hand, I’m scrolling some websites and getting a feel for what’s
going on in the world. The topic that piqued my interest was
spotted on the BMF website and is about remote driving vehicles.
I was today years old when I found out that this was a thing!
We’ve been following the self-driving vehicle debate very closely
here on Visordown, and we generally feel that the systems being
touted as ‘the future’ of self or autonomous driving, aren’t really
fit for purpose. Well, you could imagine my surprise when I read
about a government consultation on remote driving… Read more

BROUGH SUPERIOR - BACK
TO BONNEVILLE (2013)
Mark Upham pocketed the
deed to Brough Superior
back in 2008, and for the
first time in many decades,
Things Are Happening with
the magic old name.  Upham
has sufficient charisma –
plus, apparently, the cash – to have gathered a talented crew
about him in wide satellites orbit, as near as the fortress-stone
Austrian farmhouse he calls home, and as far as racetrack
workshops in California. Whether you’re a fan or not (and as he
said to me last week, ‘Not everyone loves me, Paul’), one must
give credit to the man for raising the visibility of the Brough
marque out of its comfy post-production wall-niche, where it lay
dormant, velvet-cosseted and expensive.  Brough Superior’s
deeply lacquered reputation – established by George Brough’s
ad-man bluster, and snowballing ever since – has become a
blanket thick enough to protect the investments Broughs have
become.  Those of us who’ve owned the things know them to be
actual motorcycles, with ‘particular characteristics’ one just might
call (whisper it) flaws. Read more
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SAM Meetings

SAM Club Saturday Meetings,
Meadowhall Retail Park

9am every Saturday throughout
the year.

Come and join us - you know you
want to ride!

Next SAM Club night: 6th March
2023 meet at 7.30pm for an 8pm start at Treeton Miners
Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton, Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

Always carry your FREE Biker I.C.E.
Card. It gives emergency services staff
vital information about the right
treatment for you, should you be
involved in an accident. Don’t forget to

update it if your health and/or social circumstances change. SAM
Club - dedicated to helping YOU to be a safer rider.
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SAM Members FREE Spring Breakfast
15th April 2023 → 9.00am – 10.15am

The Moorlands Baslow Road, Owler bar Sheffield S17 3BQ
ALL SAM members, family and friends are welcome to join us.
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Whiteknights Blood Bikers
Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes would like to hear from

people who are able to become volunteer
fundraisers for this vital charity that
benefits patients in Yorkshire.

Please get In touch. Even if you can only
spare an hour to volunteer for us - we
really need people to help us. Hope to
hear from you soon.

Message us through Facebook or email:
fundraising@whiteknights.org.Uk

Whiteknights Yorkshire Blood Bikes
would like to thank the members of The
Morris Minor Owners Club, West
Yorkshire Branch for fundraising for our
charity since lockdown.

This week they have presented
Whiteknights with a donation of £400.
Well done to everyone in the West
Yorkshire branch. Thanks for supporting
our voluntary service - every penny is appreciated. #mmocarea1

How's the New Year's Resolution
going...? Well why not accept the
challenge of training for and
participating in the Leeds Marathon
to raise funds for Whiteknights
Yorkshire Blood Bikes. We now have
5 official places left for
Whiteknights Runners to commit to

the challenge and run in the Leeds Marathon on 14 May 2023.
Message us through Facebook or email info@whitekights.org.uk
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for more information. Share this posting far and wide - we'd love
to have you on-board as one of our official runners!

https://www.runforall.com/events/marathon/leeds-marathon/

#LeedsMarathon #robburrow

South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership
SOMEONE NEEDS YOU ALIVE:

Reckon it could be an urgent call? If it's
urgent, isn't that all the more reason to be
parked up somewhere safely so you can
give it your full attention?

#StandingUpForHangingUp #BARNSLEY
#doncaster #sheffield #ROTHERHAM

If you're on your phone while driving
you're far less likely to notice unexpected
things!

Give the road your full attention.

#StandingUpForHangingUp #barnsley
#doncaster #sheffield #rotherham

MAJOR ROAD SAFETY
BREAKTHROUGH: For the first time,
the Home Office has included roads
policing in its Strategic Policing
Requirement. This document now
recognises the importance of roads

policing in disrupting crime & preventing harm @SYPCC
@syptweet
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CHOOSE LIFE:

Every day five people are killed on UK
roads.

Distraction by phone use is a CHOICE and
is wholly avoidable. In the car, put it
away.

#StandingUpForHangingUp #VisionZero

Find out the latest on our connectivity
improvement plans at Neepsend,
Kelham and West Bar. Pop in to our
drop-in event on Tuesday 28 February,
from 1pm to 7pm at Kelham Island
Museum to see updated plans, and chat
to officers and contractors. If you can’t

make it, you can get all the info you need here

#connectingsheffield #activetravel #NeepsendKelham

Good morning road users. How are you?

Did you know that the number of pedestrians
injured in a collision in S Yorkshire has
reduced by 39% since 2017? 600 pedestrians
were injured in 2017 & 364 in 2021. We need
to get this number down to ZERO
#VisionZero
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Gear Up 4 Charity – we told you last time
about a project we were developing as a
joint venture with a local charity, where
riders donate their old or unwanted riding
gear to the charity and items can then be
sold at a reduced cost to young riders via
the charity’s online site. It’s a win-win-win;
helping riders to offload their unwanted
gear, providing much needed funds for good

causes and enabling young riders to get gear at an affordable
price. Unfortunately as the project was nearing final completion,
the charity we had been working with - Bluebell Wood - took the
reluctant decision to close their retail outlets, which unfortunately
led to the project falling at the final hurdle. Other charities have
since been considered, but as yet none have the right fit. We’re
continuing to look for a suitable charity to work with on this
project.

BetheBest – we have created a generic logo to
encourage all riders to take additional training
in one format or another; such as IAM,
BikeSafe or ERS. The new logo and #BetheBest
tagline has been printed on promotional snoods
to promote the campaign (available at SAM
Club Nights). The snoods have been produced
in a series of different motorbike brand colours, (Red, Orange,
Green and Blue), to test if this approach is more appealing to
riders.

Sheffield Advanced Motorcyclists Newsletter page 15 of 25

https://iam-sheffield.bike


Kevin Williams

For many years road safety experts,
police and motorcyclists have known
that the most common collision
between a motorcycle and another
vehicle happens when the motorcyclist
has right-of-way and another driver
turns into the rider’s path. All the way
back in 1977, US researcher Harry

Hurt stated:

“The most likely comment of an automobile driver involved in a
traffic collision with a motorcycle is that he, or she, did not SEE
the motorcycle…” Read more…  Also, see all Kevin’s posts at
ko-fi.com/survivalskills.

LAST WEEK’S ROUND-UP

*** TIPS ON TUESDAY NZ *** 'Field of
Vision' and 'Line of Sight'. One of the two
topics I am here in New Zealand to talk
about is the all-too-common collision
between a motorcycle and another vehicle -
usually a car - at an intersection (what we
tend to call a junction in the UK). The

motorcycle… Read more
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*** ELEVENSES in NZ *** Elevenses 315
Wed 22 February - motorcycle news, tips &
views. in today's show... latest update from
NZ... advanced crash detection system
patented by Honda... Phillipines police seize
and destroy illegal mufflers... flexible LCD screen could display
ads on rider's leathers...Read more

*** FOCUS ON FRIDAY *** Preventing slips
and lapses - some strategies. Slips and lapses
are inadvertent errors in a routine task. Often
minor in themselves, that doesn't guarantee
minor consequences. Ask yourself - what can
happen if a rider drifts half a metre over the

centre line? That's why...Read more

*** SKILLS ON SATURDAY *** Fix the
easy stuff first. As I am out here in New
Zealand working with bikers on the Shiny
Side Up, my remit is to talk about
collisions at intersections and crashes on
bends. Why? Because they are the two
most common causes of rider injuries and fatalities. Read more

*** COMMENT *** Parallel evolution and
convergence. I was only able to sit in on
one full talk and that was from Dr Hamish
Mckie, of Mackie Research. As he was
talking about human behaviour and riding

motorcycles, it was particularly interesting to see that from his
research background into human ...Read more
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IAM RoadSmart News

Brake it up! Aggressive drivers and
cyclists battle on Britain’s roads

Road safety charity, IAM RoadSmart
has revealed the true extent of
aggression on Britain’s roads
between motorists and cyclists.

Road safety charity welcomes
decision to add roads policing to
national priorities

IAM RoadSmart, the UK’s largest road
safety charity, welcomes the Home
Secretary’s decision to include roads
policing for the first time in the Strategic Policing Requirements
(SPR), published earlier this week.

Stephanie's Advanced Rider
Journey Stephanie has been on two
wheels since she was a 16-year-old
when she purchased her first bike,
a Puch Maxi Moped. Struggling
with the rising cost of public
transport, Stephanie found the

moped a cost-efficient alternative.
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Our magazine – RoadSmart - is
exclusive to our members, and
certainly a firm favourite! Delivered
quarterly, the magazine is filled with
driving and riding inspiration,
interviews, insight from IAM
RoadSmart HQ, news and more!

Find out more

At IAM RoadSmart we recognise some
drivers and riders already hold selected
qualifications which allow them to gain
membership without the need of taking their
Advanced Test. Become a member today to
enjoy exclusive benefits, take part in group
activity and contribute towards making our
roads safer. Think you may have the right

qualifications? Find out here

Involving 39 UK Police Forces, motorcycle
safety organisation BikeSafe have officially
opened the Mac Walker Building in
Bromsgrove as their national
administration centre. This marks twenty
years of successful BikeSafeBikeSafe delivery, plus
commemorates PC Mac Walker, Police Motorcyclist, West Midlands
Police – who lost his life in the line of duty on the 4th of October
2001.
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At IAM RoadSmart we understand how
important it is to maintain your
independence when it comes to driving.
Whether you’ve lost a little confidence
along the way, or you want a refresh on

your skills, our Mature Driver Review ensures that you can
continue to drive confidently and safely. Find out more

Join us at The Scottish Motorcycle
Show on the 11-12th March at the
Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh. Our
friendly team will be able to tell you
more and answer any questions about
our Advanced Rider and Driver
courses! Also, take advantage of our show exclusive offers!

More than a third of motorists are
unaware of the number of HGV blind spots.

Heavy goods vehicles have four areas of
‘limited visibility’ that other road users
must be aware of. HGVs are considerably
longer, heavier, and more powerful than
standard vehicles, therefore require a
longer stopping distance. National

Highways are running a ‘Know the Zones’ campaign, to help
educate road users about the dangers when driving around HGVs.
Find out more here
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Want to become a better rider? Our Advanced Riding Course
can help. The roads can be a
dangerous place, even for the
most alert and cautious
riders. While you can never be
100% safe, becoming an
advanced rider will equip you
with the skills to correctly
anticipate, and plan for, the
hazards you encounter on your rides. Find out more

SAM members have you got some news to share? Send it to
sam-editor@iam-sheffield.bike and share it with all your SAM
Club friends...

Stay healthy and ride safe

Paul Conway (on behalf of the SAM Committee) Sheffield
Advanced Motorcyclists

Charity no. 1089671 IAM Group no. 4152

Saturday Meetings are for club members, observers, associates
and ANY biker interested in taking an advanced rider course.
Meetings are usually for one of these purposes:

● members take the opportunity to catch up with each other
and generally socialise
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● observers will be taking their associates out as part of their
preparation for the advanced test

● other members will form smaller groups and ride out usually
for breakfast somewhere

● Bikers who want to learn about how to become an advanced
motorcyclist

If you’d like to find out more about us, join us at 9am any
Saturday throughout the year, at Meadowhall Retail Park,
Sheffield S9 2YZ, just off J34, M1.

Being a member of the SAM Club
To be a member of the SAM Club you MUST also be a current
member of IAM RoadSmart. As a registered UK charity the SAM
Club has charitable objectives to provide advanced motorcycle
education and training. Our charity has to abide by the national
standards, testing and liability insurance cover to continue these
activities. Liability insurance ensures that, within the events
covered, both the SAM Club, its Trustees and members are
safeguarded against most untoward events; this includes all
formal training and social events.  Also, the SAM Club is dedicated
to promoting the education and training of bikers in advanced
riding knowledge and skills, both locally and nationally. At a total
cost of £50/year, i.e. 96p/week, you help ALL your fellow bikers
to improve their riding knowledge and skills. Thank you.

Associates: SAM’s highly trained, dedicated, self-funding,
volunteer Observers, meet all their own expenditure in providing
your training. When you go out on observed rides with your
Observer, we are asking you to donate £10 to offset a little of
their running costs in helping you to become an advanced
motorcycle rider. Thank you.

Extra bits
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● Next SAM Committee Meeting: 29th March 2023
● Next SAM Club Night: 6th March at 7.30pm for an 8pm

start Treeton Miners Welfare, Arundel St, Treeton,
Rotherham S60 5PW, UK

● Gift Aid Form: Gift Aid allows UK charities to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations. This means we can
claim back from the government on your behalf 25p for
every £1 donated, boosting the value of the donation by a
quarter. Use this link to fill in the form on the SAM website
and send it to treasurer@iam-sheffield.bike.

● Not getting your SAM emails? If any member is NOT
getting SAM Club emails, first check your junk folder, then
send a request to sameditor@iam-sheffield.bike. Pass on this
message to any members who are complaining about not
getting their SAM Club emails.

● Changing your email address: If you change your email
address then let me know so that we can keep you informed
of all the exciting things

● happening in your club.
● IAM RoadSmart member discounts: SAM members, are

you making the most of your IAM RoadSmart membership?
There are lots of discount savings that can offset your IAM
RoadSmart and SAM membership fees, so grab a bargain
TODAY!

● Share with your friends: Know someone who is interested
in biking? Why not share this SAM Update and help them to
be an advanced rider.

● Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
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What are we about…
The Sheffield and District Advanced Motorcyclists (SAM) are an
independent charity that provides public education, and training in
advanced motorcycling skills. Its aims are to increase public awareness
and understanding of motorcycling and the advanced knowledge and skill
skills required to ride safely on public roads. It is an affiliate group of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) and works closely with
statutory and non-statutory organisations in promoting public information
and education on motorcyclists and motorcycling in its designated region.
SAM's volunteer motorcyclists are all trained to and maintain national
standards of advanced motorcycle riding. They provide ongoing guidance
and support to prepare motorcyclists for UK nationally recognised
advanced motorcycling tests. SAM works closely with other charitable
groups who require advanced motorcyclists to support public events, NHS
dispatch rider services and many other socially responsible activities. SAM
provides an essential public service in encouraging, promoting and
marketing improved safety on public roads in the UK and internationally
through IAM RoadSmart. SAM also has a very active social events
programme that encourages its members, family, friends and the public, to
both support the charity's socially responsible objectives and enjoy the
camaraderie and support provided by the club.
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Club Merchandise
“YOU can proudly support YOUR Club”
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